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Nullius addictus inrare in verba m:giſtri, 
Quo me cunque rapit tempeſtas, deferot hofpes. 
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Truditur dies die, 
þ Z 
* Novæque pergunt interire lunæ; 
Tu ſecanda marmora 
Locas f1h ipſum fanus, et ſepulchri 
Immemor ttru:s domus. Hok; 


Day preſſes on the heels of day, 

And moons increate to their ducay; 

But you, with thoughtleſs pride clatey 
Unconſcious of imvending fate, 

Command the pillar'd dome to rife, 

6 When, lo! thy tomb fors ten lies. FRANCIS. 


70 the Rambler. 
Hy , 


e lately been called, from a mingled life of hn- 
tiacls and amulc Ne: it, to atten the lat hours of 
old friend; au o. acc vw hich has filled me, if not wich 
lancholy, at leaſt with ſerious a7 ions, and turned 
thoughts toward 13 the contemplation of thoſe ſubjects 
ich, though of the utinott 1: a; ortance, and of indu— 
idle certainty, are gone! ally I tu: led from our regard 
the jollity of health, the hurry of employment, and 
en by the calmer diverſions of ſtudy and ſpec cul tion; 
if they beco! ne ACC1/ let 414 1] topic 5 1. con! ertar on and 
gument, yet rarely fink deep into the heart, but give 
ſcaſiou only to ſome ſubtletics of reaſoning or ele- 

acies of declamation, which are heard, ap} lauded, and 
gotten. 

It is, indeed, not hard to conceive how a man accul- 
ned to extend his views through a long concatenation 


Vor. II. A 2 of 


4 THE RAMBLER, 


their period, and compare means with ends, may diſco 


ver the weaknels of human ſchemes; detect the fallaci 


by which mortals are deluded; ſhew the inſufficiency d 
wealth, honours, and power, to real happineſs; ang 
pleaſe himſelf and his auditors with learned lectures of 
the vanity of life. 


But though the ſpeculatiſt may ſee and ſhew the fol 


of cauſes and effects, to trace things from their origin 


of terreſtrial hopes, fears, and defires, every hour wil 


give proofs that he never felt it. Trace him through tld 


day or year, and you will find him acting upon prince 8 


ples which he has in common with the illiterate and un; 
enlightened, angry and plcaſed like the loweſt of thi 
vulgar, purſuing, with the ſame ardour, the ſame de 
ſigns; graſping, with all the eagerneſs of tranſport, tho 
riches which he knows he cannot keep; and ſwelling 


with the applauſe which he has gained, by proving tl 


applauſe is of no value. 


The only conviction that ruſhes upon the ſoul, an} 
takes away from our appetites and paſſions the power 


refiſtance, is to be found, where 1 have received it, 
the bed of a dying friend. To enter this ſchool of wil 
dom is not the peculiar privilege of geometricians; t! 


moſt ſublime and important precepts require no un com 


mon opportunities, nor laborious preparations; they a 


enforced without the aid of eloquence, and underſtod 


without {kill in analytic ſcience, Every tongue can utt: 
them, and cvery underſtanding can conceive them. H 
that wiſhes in earneſt to obtain juſt {ſentiments concerning 
his condition, and would be intimately acquainted writ 
the world, may find inſtructions on every fide. He "4 
deſires to enter behind the ſcene, which every art h4 
been employed to decorate, and every paſſion labours 9 
illuminate, and wiſhes to ſee life tripped of thoſe orm 
ments which make it glitter on the ſtaye, and expoſed 
its natural meanneſs, impotence, and nakedneſs, may fin 
all the dehution laid open in the chamber of diſeaſe: 
will there find Vanity diveſted of her robes, Power 4 
prived of her {ce ptre, and Hypocriſy without her maſk. 


The friend whom I have loſt was a man eminent ff | 


genivY * 
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gin genius; and, like others of the fame claſs, ſufficiently 


diſcoßhcategq with acceptance and applauſe. Being careſſed 
lacidſÞy thoſe who have preferments and riches in their diſpo- 
cy l, he conlidered himſelf as in the direct road of ad- 
; anf ocement, and had caught the flame of ambition by, 


res oFWproaches to us object, But in the midſt of his hopes, 


5 projects, and his gaieties, he was ſeized by a linger 


ST 

fo diſeafe, which, from its firſt tage, he knew to be 
r wi curable. Here was an end of all his viſions of great- 
gh ies and happineſs; from the firſt hour that his health 
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clined, all his former pleafures grew taſteleſs. His 
ends expected to pleaſe him by thoſe accounts of the 
owth of his reputation, which were formerly certain of 
ing well received, but they ſoon found how little he 
s now affected by compliments, and how vainly they 
tempted, by flatter y, to exhilarate the languor of weak- 
ſs, and relieve the folicitude of approaching death. 
hoever would know. how much picty and virtue fur- 
ſs all external goods, might here have ſeen them 


1, ar 


wer eiehed againſt each el where all that gives motion 
ie, the actiwe, and elevation to the eminent, all that 
f wilWrkles in the eve of H. ope, and pants in the boſom of 


8; tl 
nconee 
1ey a 
erſtod 
n utts 
i. 
*Ernin 
d wich 
Ie th 
art h: 
ours 
e ornd 
oled 
ay fi 
aſe: i 
ver (BY 
naſc. 8 
ent 'Y 
geniu 


9 


\ 
F 


ſpicion, at once became duſt in the balance, without 
Sy and without regard. Riches, authority, and 
kilc, loſe all their influence when they are conſidered 
4. which to-morrow ſhall be beſtowed upon ano- 
r, authority which ſhall this night expire for ever, 
d praiſe which, however merited, or however ſincere, 
bil, after a few moments, be heard no more. 

In thoſe hours of ſeriouſneſs and wiſdom, nothing ap— 
red to raiſe his ſpirits, or gladden his heart, but the 
ollection of acts of goodneſs; nor excite his attention, 
t ſome opportunity for the exerciſe of the duties of reli- 
dn. Every thing that terminated on this fide of the 
we was received with coldneſs and indifference, and 
arded rather in conſequence of the habit of valuing it, 
n from any opinion that it deſerved s alue; it had lit- 
more prer alence over his mind than a bubble that was 
» broken, a dream from which he was awake. His 
ole powers were engroſſed by the conſideration of an- 
A 3 other 
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6 THE RAMBLER. 


other ſtate; and all converſation was tedious that had not 
ſome tendency to diſengage him from human affairs, and 
to open his proſpects into futurity. 

It is now paſt; we have cloſed his eves, and heard him 
breathe the groan of expiration. At the fight of this lat 
conflict, I felt a ſenſation never known to me before; 4 
confuſton of patſions, an awful ſtillnets of ſorrow, 2 
gloomy terror without a name. The thoughts that en- 
tered my ſoul were too ſtrong to be diverted, and too 
piercing to be endured; but ſuch violence cannot be laft- 
ing, the ſtorm ſubſided in a ſhort time, I wept, retired, 
and grew calm. 

I have from that time frequently revolved in my mind 
the effects which the obſervation of death produces tl 
thoſe who are not wholly without the power and uſ{cyc 
reflection; for by far the greater part it is wholly un. 
garded, their friends and their enemies ſiak into ths 
grave without raiſing any uncommon emotion, Or re: 
minding them that they are themſelves on the edge of the 
precipice, and that they muſt ſoon plunge into the guiph 
of eternity. 

It ſcems to me remarkable that death encreaſes our 
vencration for the good, and extenuatcs our hatred of the 
bad. Thoſe virtues which once we envicd, as Horace 
obſerves, becauſe they eclipſed our own, can now no 
longer obltruct our reputation, and we have therefore 
no intereſt to ſuppreſs their praiſe. That wickedneſs 
which we feared for its malignity is now become impo— 
tent; and the man whoſe name filled us with alarm, 
and rage, and indignation, can at laſt be conſidered only 
with pity or contempt. 

When a friend is carried to his grave, we at once find 
excuſes for every weakneſs, and palliations of every fault, 
we recollett a thouſand endearments, which before glided 
off our minds without impreſſion, a thouſand favours un- 
repaid, a thouſand duties unperformed ; and wiſh, 
wiſh for his return; not ſo much that we may receive, 3 
that we may beſtow happineſs, and recompenſe that Kind- 
neſs which before we never underſtood. 

There 1s not, perhaps, to a mind well inſtruClcd, 3 
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yore painful occurrence, than the death of one whom 
xe have injured without up wation, Our crune ſeems 
ow trretrievable; it is indelibly recorded, au.! che i; amp 
fate is fixed upon it. We conſider, with the moſt at- 
10 five anguiſh, the pain which we have given, and now 
not alleviate, and the lofles which we have cauſed, 
ad now cannot repair. 

Of the ſame kind are the emotions which the death of 
pn emulator or competitor produces. Whoever had qua- 
ties to alarm our jealouſy . "had excellence to deferve our 
fondneſs; and ro wiat ardour of oppoſition intereſt 
nay nflane us, NO man cvcr out hived an enemy * hom 
he did not then with to have made a friend. Thofe who 
are verſed in literary hiſtory, Know that the eider Scali- 
ger was the redoubt ed antagonif} of Cardan and Eralt- 
mus; yet at the death of e ach of his great rivals he re- 
lented, and compl: ained that they were ſnatched away 
from him before their recouciliatioh was completed. 


Lever 


Tu ne etiam moreris? Ab! quid me linguis, Eraſiue, 
lite ineus quam fit concultatus amor ? 


Art thou too fall'n? Ere anger could ſubſide, 
Aud love return, has great Eratmus died? 


Sach are the ſentiments with which we finally review 
the effects of palſion, but which we ſometimes delay till 
Ve can Mo longer rectify OUT CTTOFS, Let us therefore 
make haſte to do what we ſhall certainly at laſt with to 
have done; let us return the carcifes of our friends, and 
endeavour by mutual endearments to heighten that ten- 
deracts which is the balm of life. Let us be quick to 
repent of injuries while repentance may not be a barren 
anguiſh, and let us open our eves to every rival excel- 
lence, and pay early and v illingly thoſe honours which 
juſtice will compel us to pay at laſt, . 
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No. LV. TUZSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2s, 1730. 


Maturo propior define funcri 
Inter Judere virgines, 

Et fiellis maculam ſhargere candidis; 
Non fhquid Phoken ſatis 

Et te, Chlori, dect. — Hor, 


Now near to death that comes but flow, 
Now thou art ſtepping down blos 
Sort not among the blooming made, 
Put think on gl ofts and empty tad, IJ 
What fuits with Phole in her bloom, 
Grey Chloris, will not thee become ; 
A bed is different from a ton 
CKEECH, 


To the Rambler. 
Sir, 
Have been but a little time converſant in the World 
yet I have already had frequent opportunities of o 

ſerving the little efficacy of remonſtrance and compliant 
which, however extorted by oppreſſion, or ſu; pportc 
by reaſon, are deteſted by one part of the world as rebx 
lions, cenſured by the other as peeviſhneſs, by ſome hea: 
with an appearance of compatlion, only to betray an 
of thoſe ſallies of vehemence and reſentment which: ae 
apt to break out upon encouragement, and by othen 
paſſed ver with indifference and neglect, as matters 
which they have no concern, and which, if they ſhouil 
endeavour to examine or regulate, they might draw mi- 
chief upon themiſelves. 

Vet ſince it is no leſs natural for thoſe who think 
themſelves injured to complain, than for others to ne— 
glect their complaints, I ſhall venture to lay my caſe be- 
fore you, in hopes that you will enforce my opinion, i 
you think it juſt, or endcavour to rectify my ſentiments 
if I am miſtaken. I expett at leaſt, that vou will dive! 
yourſelf of partiality, and that whatever your age or 10- 
lemnity may be, you will not with the dotard's inſolence 
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ronounce me ignorant and fooliſh, perverſe and refrac- 
ry, only becauſe you perccive that I am young 
My father dv ing when I was but ten years 4 left 
e, and a brother two years younger than my ſelf, to 
e care of my mother, a woman of birth and educ. ations 
choſe prudence or virtue he had no reaſon to diſtruſt. 
the felt, for ſome time, all the forrow which nature 
alls forth upon the final ſeparation of perſons dear to 
ne another; and as her grief was exhauſted by its own 
lence, it ſubſided into tendernefs for me and my bro- 
her ; and the year of mourning was ſpent in careſſes, 
onſolations, and inſtruction, in celebration of my fa- 
Wer's virtues, in profeſſions of perpetual regard to his 
Pemory, and hourlv inftances of tuch fondneis as grati- 
gude will not caſil) ſuffer me to forget. 
But when the term of this mournful felic city was ex- 
ned, and my mother appeared again without the en— 
Ins of ſorrow, the ladies of her nenn began to 
ell her, upon whatever matives, that it was time to 
ive like the reſt of the world : a powerful argument, 
hich is ſeldom uſed to a woman without effect. Lady 
nddy was incellantly relating the occurrences of the 
_ and Mrs, Gravely told her privately, with great 
endernets, that it began to be publicly obſerved "how 
wch ſhe overatted her part, and that moſt of her ac- 
uaintance ſuſpected her hope of procuring another huſ- 
and to be the true ground of all that appearance of ten- 
Icrneſs and pietv. 

All the officioutneſs of kindneſs and folly was buſied 
o change her conduct. She was at one time alarmed 
vith cenſure, and at another fired with praiſe. She was 
old of balls, where o:hers ſhone only becauſe ſhe was 
ſent; of new comedies to which all the town was 
rouding ; and of many ingenious irones, by which do- 

eſtic diligence was made contemprible, 

It is difficult for virtue to ſtand alone againſt fear on 
ne fide, and ple: ure on the other; eſpecially when no 
ctual crime is propoſed, and prudence itſelf can ſuggeſt 
nany reaſons for relaxation and indulgence, My mam- 
a was at laſt perluaded to accoup any Miſs Giddy to a 
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play. She was received with a boundleſs profuſion 0! 


9 be 
compliments, and attended home by a fine gentleman... 

108 
Next day ſhe was with leſs difficulty prevailed on to playf + WR 
at Mrs. Gravely's s, and came home gay and lively; for viſits 
the diſtinctions which nad been paid her awakened hetf 1 
vanity, and good luck had kept her principles of fru- yy 


gality from giving her diſturbance. She now made her 
ſecond entrance into the world, and her friends were ſuf. 
ficiently induſtrious to prevent any return to her former 
life; every morning brought meſſages of invitation, and 
every evening was paſſed in places of diverſion, from 
which ſhe for ſome time complained that the had rather 
be abſent. In a ſhort time the began to feel the happi- 
nels of _ without controul, of being unaccountableM.. 
for her hours, her expences, and her company; andf 
learned by degrees to drop an expreſſion of contempr or N 
pity at the mention of ladies whoſe huſbands were 1ul-Y A 
pected of reſtraining their pleaſures or their play, andW: 7; 
confeſſed that ſhe lov ed to go and come as ſhe plc. Han- 

I was ſtill favoured with ſome incidental precepts and 3 
tranſient endearments, and was now and then fond!vifl w 
Kifled for ſmiling like my papa; but moſt part of her 
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morning was ſy ent in comparing the opinion of her mad nn 
and milliner, contriving ſome variation in her dreſs, vi ontin 

F 19 
ſiting thops, and ſending compliments; and the reſt Mat u 
the day was too ſhort for viſits, cards, plays, and con- but 


certs. She 
She now hegan to diſcover that it was impoſſible to 0) ME) 
educate children properly at home, Parents 28 y 16 


no 
have them always in their fight ; the ſociery of ſervants ers 
was contagious; company produced boldneſs and fo 1rit;Mancir 
emulation excit d induſtr: ; 3 and a large ſchool Was nb de fe 
turally the firſt ſtep into the open world. A thouſand * 
other reaſons the alledged, ſome of little force in them- Hur a 
ſelves, but ſo well ſeconded by pleaſure, vanity, avdMr he 
idlenefs, that they ſoon overcame all the remaining prin- Neun 
ciples of kindnets and piety ; and both I and my broth 1 no 
were diſpatched to boarding: hooks. * 

How my mamma ſpent her time when ſhe was thus diſcs, 
burthened, I am not able to inform you; but I have rea he. 
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1 0» believe that triflcs and amuſements took ſtill faſter 3 
Nan. od of her heart. At ack ſhe viſited me at ſchool, and 2, 
play afterwards wiote to me; but in a ſhort time, both her 7 

tory Fvitits and her letters were at an end; and no other notice | NF 
was taken of me than to remit move y for my ſupport. 8 
* When I came home at the vacation, J found myſelf l 6: 
"ct coldly received, with an obſervation—* That this girl = 
10. will preſently be a woman.“ I was, after the uſual bo: 
megay, ſent to ſchool again, and overheard my mother 3 
Lay, as I was a-going, * Well, now I ſhall recover. "os 
From Tn ſix months more 1 came again; and, with the uſual 8 
at tier | Fan ih alacritv, was running to my mother? s embrace, "Y 

len ſhe itopt me with exclamations at the ſaddennefa 1 

121 Wind cnormity of my growth, having, ſhe ſaid, never = 

an : cen any body {hoot up ſo much at my age. She was 4 
ot ure no other girls ſpread at that rate, and the hated to 1 
gare children look like women before their time. I was 1 
and oncerted, and retired without hearing anv thing more WE: 
U. han—* Nay, if you are angry, Madam Steeple, vou © 
? and may walk off ; . = 
einig When once the forms of civility are * there | = 
F hec mains little hope of return to kindneſs or decency, My = 
mM aid | 


Ia mae de yy anpc AI ancc of reſentme nt A rec: fon for 
9 1 her maligmity; and poor Mils May pole, for 


elt at was my app ellation, was never mentioned or ipoken 
co but with ſome e: xpret ion of anger or diſlike. 

She had yet the plcaſure of drefling me likea child; 
JiE t0 


ad ] know not when | hould have been thoug ht fit ha 
d nan ge my habit, had J not been reſcued by a maiden- 
Lauder of my father, who could not bcar to ſce women in 


p00 ang 1ng- ſleeves, and therefore preſented me with bro- 
2 [14 le for a gown, for which I ſhould have thought my ſelf 
uaronder great obligations, had ſhe not accompanied her fa— 


them» Pur with ſome hints that my mamma might now ccnf1- 


'+ 4008r her age, and give me her ear-rings, which the had 
piu long enough in public places. 

ol 0 , 
rotin | NOW left the ſchool, and Carne to live with my mam 


a, who confidered ine as an uſurper that had ſezed the 


ats of a woman before they were due, and was buch- 
her down the precipice of age, that | 1 a 
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without a ſuperior. While I am thus beheld with jea— 
louſy and ſuſpicion, you will readily believe that it is 
difficult to pleaſe. Every look and word is an offence, 
I never ſpeak but I pretend to ſome qualities and excel- 
lencies which it is criminal to poſfeſs; if Jam gav, ſhe 
thinks it early enough to coquette ; if 1 am grave, ſhe 
hates a prude in bibs ; ; if I venture into company, 1 am 
in haſte for a huſband ; if I retire to my chamber, ſuch 
matron- like ladies are lovers of contemplation, I am on 


one pretence or other generally excluded from her aſſem- 


blies, nor am I ever ſuffered to viſit at the ſame place 
with mv mamma. Every one wonders why ſhe does not 
bring Miſs more into the world; and when the comes 
home in vapours I am certain ſhe has heard either of my 
beauty or my wit, and expect nothing for the enſuinsÞ 
week but taunts and menaces, contradictions and re- 
proaches. | 
Thus I live in a ſtate of continual perſecution, only 
becauſe I was born ten years too ſoon, and cannot ſtop 
the courle of nature or of time, but am unhappily a 
woman before my mother can willingly ceaſe to be a virl, 
I believe you would contribute to the happineſs of man 
families, if, by any arguments or perfuations, you could 
make mothers aſhamed of rivalling their children; 
you could ſhew them, that tho' they may refuſe to gros 
wiſe, they muſt inevitably grow old; and that the pro 
per ſolaces of age are not muſic and compliments, b 
wiſdom and devotion ; ; that thoſe who are ſo unwillin, 
to quit the world will ſoon be driven from it; and that 
is therefore their intereſt to retire while yet there rc 
mains a few hours for nobler employments. 


J am, &c. 
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No. LVI. SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1750. 


A Valeat res ludicra, ſi me 
Palma negata macrum; donata reducit opimum. HoR, 


Farewell the flage ; for humbly I diſclaim 

Such fond purſuits of pleaſure or of fame, 

If I-muſt fink in ſhame, or ſwell with pride, 

As the gay palm is granted or deny'd. FRANC1S, 


TOTHING is more unpleaſing than to find that of- 
fence has been received when none was intended, 
and that pain has been given to thoſe who were not guilty 
ad 4 provocation, As the great end of ſociety is mu- 
ual bene! icence, a good man 1s always unealy when he 
ds himſelt acting in oppoſition to the purpoſes of life; 
3 though his conſcience may eaſily acquit him of 
malice prepenſe, of ſettled hatred, or contrivances of miſ- 
chief, yet he ſeldom can be certain that he has not failed 
by negli, rence or indolence; that he has not been hinder- 
ed from confſult ing the common intereſt by too much re- 
oe to his own caſe, or tov much indiflerence to the 
happineſs of others. 

Nor is it nece{llary that, to feel this uncaſineſs, the 
mind ſhould be extended ro any great d ffuſic a of genero- 
ty, or melted by uncommon warmth of benevolence; 
for that prudence which the world teaches, and a quick 
nſibility of pris ate intcreſt, will direct us to ſhun nced— 
leſs enmines; fince there is no man whole kindnets we 
may not ſome time want, or by whole malice we may not 
ſome time ſuffer, 

I have therefore frequently looked with wonder, and 
now and then with pity, at the thoughtleſſneſs yu which 
{ ome alienate from themſelves the affections of all whom 
chance, buſineſs, or inclination, brings in their wav. 
When we ſee a man purtuing ſome darling intereſt, 

without much regard to the opinion of the world. we 

julily conſider him as corrupt and dangerous, but ate 
not long in diſcovering his motives; we fcc him actuate d 
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by paſſions which are hard to be reſiſted, and deluded by 
appearances which have dazzled ſtronger eyes, But 
the greater part of thoſe who ſet mankind at defiance by 
hourly irritation, and who live but to infuſe malignity, 
and multiply enemies, have no hopes to foſter, no deſigns 
to promote, nor any expectations of attaining power b by 
inſolence, or of climbing to greatneſs by trampling on 
others. They give up all the ſweets of kindneſs for the 
ſake of peevithne s, petulance, or gloom; and alienate 
the world by neglect of the common forms of civility, 
and breach of the eſtabliſhed laws of converſation. 


Every one muſt, in the walks of life, have met with 


men of whom all ſpeak with cenfure, though they are 
not chargeable with any crime, and whom none can be 
perluaded to love, though a reaſon can ſcarcely be al- 
ſigned why they ſhould be h. ed; and who, if their good 


qualities and actions ſometimes force a commend: ion, | 


r 


„rn 


have their panegyric always concluded with confetſions f 


of diſguſt: He is a good man, but I cannot like him.“ 
Surely ſuch perſons have fold the eſteem of the world at 
too low a price, ſince they have loſt one of the rewards 
of virtue without gaining the profits of wickedueſs. 


This ill economy of fame is ſometimes the effect of 


Men whole perceptions are languid and fl ug. 
Ane tcel 


ſtupidity, 
giſh, who lament nothing but loſs of money, 
nothing but a blow, are often at a diſhculty to guess why 
they arc encompaſſed with cnemies, though the y neglect 
all thoſe arts by which men are endeared to one anot! er, 
They comfort themſelves that the y have lived irreproach- 
ably; that none can charge them with having cable c 

his life, or diminiſhed his pollc ſions; and therefore con- 
clude that they ſuffer by {ome Invincible fatality, or im- 
pute the malice of their neigh! bours to 1gnorance or envy, 
They wrap themſelves up in air innocence, and enjo. 

the congratulations of their own hearts, without Tema, . 
ing or lulpecting that they are every day deſervedly in⸗ 
curring reſentments, by withholding from thoſe with 
whom they converle, that regard, or appcarance of re- 
gard, to which every one is entitled by the cuſtoms ot 
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There are many injuries which almoſt every man feels, 


though he does not complain; and which, upon thoſe 
whom virtue, elegance, or vanity have mady delicate 
and tender, fix deep and laſting impreſſions; as there 
ate many arts of giaciouſneſs and conciliation which 
are to be practiſed without expence, and by which 
thoſe may be made our friends who have never rece1v- 
Such arts, when they 
include neither Cuilt nor meanneſs, it is ſurely reaſonable 
to learn; for who wouid want that love which is ſo ca- 
And ſuch injuries are to be avoided; for 


Some indeed there are, for whom the excuſe of ig- 
norance or negligence cannot be alledged, becauſe it is 
apparent that they arc not only carclels of plcaling, but 
ſtudious to offend; that they contrive to make all ap- 
proaches to them difficult and vexatious, and ima; Tine 
that they aggrandize themſelves by walting the time of 
MNers in ulclef; attendance, by mortifyiug them with 
lizbrs, and teazing them with affronts. 

Men of this kind are generally to be found among thoſe 

ar have not n. ing led much in general converſation, but 
ſpent their lives amidſt the ob equi outnels of de pendents 

d the flattery of paraſites; and by long conſulting only 
their own inclination, have fot gotten that others have A 
claim to the fame deference. 

I yranny, thus avowed, is indeed an exuberance of 
pride, by which all mi kind: is ſo much enr aged, that it 
5 never quietly endured, except in thoſe who can reward 
tne | aticnce which they exac 3 and intolence Is Yeneral ly 
lurrounded only by ſuch whoſe batenets inclines them to 
think nothing inſupportable that produces gam; and who 
can Jangh at ſcurrility and rudencls with a luxuilous ta- 
ble and an open purle ? 

But though ail wanton provocations and contem ptuous 
niolence are to be diligently avoided, there is no lefs 
danger in timid compliance aud tame reſignation. It is 
common for ſoft and fearful tempers to give themſ2lyes 
oh > imphicatly to the direction of the bold, 


tlie overbearing ; of thote whom they do not believe 
ike or better than themſelves; to recede from the Wo 
deſitus 


L 3 


the turbulent, . 


—— 


[ 


} 


26 . 
r 3 ry 
n 


_ 7 ** TT Al 6 , h 
8 
To Wes 7 5 2 Fs 


1 


1 W —_— 


= 
1 


EC Ea 
= 


* 9 N 
Eh IL doe 


= 


W 


OS - 
FR ws #7 
or OST 


Es 
1 


" 


& 


3 
TY "a. 
* 


* &f 


ty 
ä 


8 


I 


* vw 
U = 


= 1 a n 1 
de a ws ann. —— 


16 THE RAMBLER, 


deſigns where oppoſition muſt be encountered; and toes 
fall off f from virtue for fcar of cenſure. hon 

Some firmaeſs and reſolution is neceſſary to the dif. I | 
charge of duty: but it is a very ut nappy Rate of life in 5 caut 
which the neceſſity of ſuch ſtruggles frequently occurs o 
for no man is d:fcated without ſome reſentment, which{Wicnd 
will be continued with obſtinacy while he believes him- ce 
ſelf in the right, and exerted with bitterneſs, if even top by 
his own conviction he is detected in the wrong. ici 

Even though no regard be had to the external conſe Mie pl 
quences of contrariety and diſpute, it mult be painful t hointr 
a worthy mind to pur others in pain; and there will bj pes 
danger leſt tie kindeſt nature may be vitiated by too longſſf giv 
a cuſtom of debate and conteſt. ain 

I am afraid that I m- ay be taxed with inſenſibility by urel 
many of my correſpondents, who believe their contribu th 1 
tions unjuſtly neglected. And indeed, when I fit befor For 
a pile of papers, of which each is the production of labo- ich 
rious ſtudy, and the offspring of a fond parent; IH Faid 
know the paſſions of an author, cannot remember howWerati: 
long they have lain in my boxes unregarded, withoulWic fi 
imaging to mv ſelf the various changes of lorrow, imp hoe 
tience, and reſentment, which the writers muſt have fe erer! 


in this tedious interval. gn 

Theſe re flections are ſtill more awakened, when, uponWlcaſe 
peruſal, I find ſome of them calling for a place in th; to t 
next paper, a place which they have never yet obrained Wt it i 
others writing in a ſtyle of ſuperiority and haughtinef lt tl 
as ſecure of deference; and above fear of criticiſm; ot herWrivat: 
humbly offering their weak aſſiſtance with ſoftneſs and ay jc 


ſubmiſſion, which they belicve impoſſible to be reſiſted; f 
ſome introducing their compoſitions with a menace 0 
the contempt which he that refufes them will incus 
others applying privately to the bookſellers for their 
tereſt and ſolicitation; every one by different ways en 
deavouring to ſecure the bliſs of pul blication. I cannat 
but conſider myſelf as placed in a very incommodtous ſitu- 
ation, where I am forced to repreſs confidence, which | 
1; pleating to indulge, to repay civilities with appear 
ance 
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nd toes of neglect, and fo frequently to offend thoſe by 
om I never was offended, 
e dif} 1 know well how rarely an author, fired with the 
ife infÞcauties of his new compoſition, contains his raptures in 
curs;Wis own boſom, and how naturally he imparts ro his 
vhich{WFiends his expectations of renowa; and as I can eaſily 
him-{Wonceive the eagerneſs with which a new paper is ſnatched 
en th by one who expe to find it filled with his own pro- 
iftion : and perhaps has called his companions to ſhare 
onſe- Mie pleaſure of a ſecond peruſal; I grieve for the diſap- 
ful rofſ@ointment which he is to feel at the fatal inſpection. His 
ill beſWopes, however, do not yer forſake him; he is certain 
long giving luſtre the next day. The next day comes, and 
in he pants with expectation; and having dreamed of 
v by urels and Parnaſſus, caſts his eyes upon the barren page 
a th which he is do»med never more to be delighted. 
fore For ſuch cruelty, what atonement can be made? For 
labo-Wich calamities, what a! !leviation can be found? I am 
whoMfraid that the miſchief already done muſt be without re- 
hon ration; and all that deſerves my care is prevention for 
thou e future. Let therefore the next friendly contributor, 
mp) bhoever he be, obſerve the cautions of Swift; and write 
e fel ey in his own chamber, without communicating his 
f1gn to his neareſt friend, for the neareſt friend will be 
upoulPic aled with an opportunity of laughing, Let him carry 
n th to the poſt himſelf, and wait in filence for the event, 
ined Wt it is publiſhed and praiſed, he may then declare him- 
ines lf the author; if it be ſuppreſſed, he may wonder in 
therfWrivate without much vexation; and if it be cenſured, he 
s andW1ay join in the cry, and lament the dulneſs of the writs 
iſted;, {Wy geacration, 
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No. I VII. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2, 1759. 


Non intelligunt homines quam magnum vectigal fit parſimoy 


Jur.. 
The world has not yet learned the riches of frugality. 


To the Rambler, 
Sr, 


T AM always pleaſed when I ſee literature made ufef, 


and ſcholars deſcending from that elevation which, 
It raiſes them above common life, muſt likewiſe hin 
them from beholding the ways of men, otherwile th 
in a cloud of buſtle "and confuſion. Havi ing hved a 
of buſineſs, and remarked how ſeldom any occurren 
emerge for which great qualities are required, I he 
learned the neceſſity of regarding little things; and tho 
1 do not pretend to give laws to the legiflators of n. 
kind, or to limit the range of thoſe powerful minds t! 
carry light and heat through all the regions of kno! 
ledge; yet I have long th ught, that the greateſt | 
of thoſe who loſe themſelves in ftudies, by which 1 h 
not found that they grow much wiſer, miglit, with m 
advantage both to the public and themfelves, apply t 
underſtandings to domeſtic ats, and fiorc their mil 
with axioms of humble pr udence and private economy. 
Your late paper on trugaiity was very elegant 
pleaſing, but in my opinion, not fu iciently adapted 
common readers, who pay little regard to the muſic 
periods, the artitice of connection, or the arrangemt 
of the flowers of rhetoric; but require a few plain 


cogent inſtructions, which may fink into the mind 


their own weight. 

Frugality is fo neceſſary to the happineſs of ** wor! 
ſo beneficial in its various forms to e very rank m 
from the higheſt of human potentates to the = t 
bourer or artificer; and the miſeries which the neg] 
of it produces are fo numerous and fo grievous, th. 


vuglit to be recommended with every variation of at 


dicls, and adapted to every claſs of unc lerſtandiog. 
hetheer thiole who treat morals as a ſcience wall 
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THE RAMBLER, 19 


v frugality to be numbered among the virtues, I have 
t thought it neceſſary to enquire. For I, who draw 
opinions from a carctul obſervation of the world, am 
fied with Knowing, what is abundantly a for 
iftice, that if it be not a virtue, it is at leaſt a quality 
ich can ſeldom exiſt without ſome virtues, and with- 
t which few virtues can exiſt. Frugality may be 
med the daughter of Prudence, the filter of Tem; per- 
ce, and the parent of Liberty. He that is extravay rant 
quickly become poor and poverty will enforce de- 
rence, and invite c. rruption 3 it will almoſt always 
luce a paſſive compliance with the wickednels of 
ers; and there are few who do not learn by degrees 
practiſe thoſe crimes which they ceale to a.” 
[f there arc any who do not dread poverty as danger- 
to virtue, yet mankind ſcem unanimous enough in 
norring it as deſtructive to happineſs, and all to whom 
int is terrible, upon whatever priaci; le, ought to think 
mſelves obliged to learn the ſage maxims of our par- 
onous anceſtors, and attain the ſalutary arts of con- 
ting expe nce: for without frugality none can be 
1, and with it very few would be poor. 
To moſt other acts of virtue, or cxertions of wiſdom, 
concurrence of many circumſtances is neceſſary, ſome 
vious knowledge muſt be attained, ſome uncommon 
ts of nature polle ſſed, r ſome Op portunity produced 
an 3 ry combination of things; but the mere 
ver of ſaving what is already in our hands, mult be 
y of acquiſition to every min id; and as the example of 
con may ſhew that the higheſt intellect cannot ſafely 
pert it, a thouſand inſtances will every day prove 

t the meaneſt m. iy practiſe it with ſucceſs. 

Riches cannot be within the reach of great numbers, 
cauſe to be rich is to poſſeſs more than is commonly 
iced in a ſingle hand; and if many could obtain the 
n which now makes a man w calthy, the name of 
ith muſt then be transferred to ſtill greater accumu- 
ons, But I am not certain that it is equally impolſli- 
to exempt the lower claſſes of mankind from pover- 
z becauſe though whatever be the wealth of the com- 

munity, 
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munity, ſome will always have the leaſt, and he that 
leſs than anv other is comparatively poor; yet I do 
ſee any coattive neceſſity that many mould be wit! 
the indiſpenſable conveniencies of life; but am ſome 
inclined to imagime, that, caſual calamities exce] 
there might, by univerfal prudence, be procured an 

verſal exemption from want; and that he who fh 
Happen to have leaſt, might notwithſtanding have eno! 

But without entering too far into (pecuiarions, N 
do not remember that any political calculator has 
tempted, and in which the moſt perſpicacious rea! 
may be caſily hewnacreg, 1 it is evident that they to v 
Providence has allotted no other care but of their 
fortune and their own virtue, which make far the gre; 
part of mankind, have ſufh-ient incitements to pert 
frugality ; ſince whatever might be its general effect 1 
provinces or nations, by which it is never likely t 
tried, we know with certainty that there 1s ſcarcely 
individual entering the world, who, bv prudent | 
mony, may not reaſonably promiſe himſelf a che: 
competence in the decline of life. 

The proſpect of penury in age is fo gloomy and ter 
ing, that every man who looks before him muſt re 
to avoid it; and it muſt be avoided gencrally by the 
ence of ſparing. For though in every age there are 
who, by bold adventures, O1 * by favourable accid« 
Tiſe ſuddenly to riches, yet it is dangerous to inc! 
hopes of ſuch rare events; and tlie bulk of mankind 
owe their affluence to ſmall and gradual profits, be 
which their expence mult be reſolutely reduced, 

You muſt not therefore think me hnking belov 
dignity of a practical philoſopher, when I recomme 
the confideration of your readers, from the ſtateſim 
the apprentice, a potition replete with mercantile v1! 
A penny ſaved is two-pence got; which may, I thin}, 
acconimodated to all conditions, by obſerving not 
that they who purſue any lucrative employ ment will 
time when they forbear expence, and that the timer 
be employed to the eucreaſe of profit; but that they 

ac above ſuch minute conſiderations will find, by « 
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ory over appetite or paſſion, new ſtrength added to 
mind, will gain the power of refuſing thoſe ſolicit- 
as by which the young and vivacious are hourly aſ- 
ted, and in time fer themſclves above the reach of 
ravagance and folly, 
t may, perhaps, be enquired by thoſe who are wil 
g rather to cavil than to learn, what is the juſt mea- 
e of frugality? and when cxpence, not abſolutely ne- 
Jary, degenerates into profuſion? To ſuch queitions 
general anſwer can be returned; fince the liberty of 
ading, or neceſſity of parſimony, may be varied with- 
end by diftcrent circumſtances, It may, however, 
laid down as a rule never to be broken, that a man's 
luntary expence ſhould not exceed his revenue. A 


deim ſo oBvious and incontrovertible, that the civil law 


ks the prodigal with the madman, and debars them 
ually from the conduct of their own affairs. Ancther 
cept ariſing from the former, and indeed included in 
is yet neceſſary to be diſtinctly impreſſed upon the 
arm, the fanciful, and the brave—Let no man ant:iCt- 
te uncertain profits, Let no man preſume to ſpend 
jon hopes, to truſt his own abilitics for means of deli- 
rance from penury, to give a looſe to his preſent de- 
es, and leave the reckoning to fortune or to virtue 

To theſe cautions, which I ſuppoſe are, at leaſt among 
e graver part of mankind, undiſputed, I will add ano- 
er—Let no man ſquander againf his inclination. With 
is precept it may be, perhaps, imagined eaſy to com- 
v; yet if thoſe hom profuſion has buried in priſons, 
driven into baniſhment, were examined, it would be 
und that very few were ruined by their own choice, or 
rchated picaſure with the loſs of their eſtates; but that 


ey luffered themſelves ro be borne away by the violence 


' thoſe with whom they converſcd, and vielded reluct- 
ny to a thouſand prodigalities, either from a trivial 
ulation of wealth and fpirit, or a mean fear of con 
mpt and ridicule; an emulation for the prize of folly, 
the dread of the laugh of fools, 
I am. Sir, 


Y our humble Servant, 


DUPHRON.S 
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— — — Improb:; 
Creſcunt divitiæ, tamen 
Curtæ neſeio quid ſemper abeſt rei. Hou, 
But, while in heaps his wicked wealth aſcends, 
He is not of his wit polic [s'd ; 
There's ſomething wanting ſtill to make him bleſs'd. 


Fraxcis, 


AS the love of Money has been, in all ages, one of the 


paſſions - that has-given great diſturbance to the 
tranquillity of the world, there is no topic more co 


ouſly treated by the ancient moraliſts than the folly of 


devoting the heart to the accumulation of riches. Th; 
who are acquainted with theſe authors need not be ted 
how riches incite pity, contempt, or reproach, whenever 
they are mentioned; with what numbers of examples tl 
danger of large poſ! eflions i is 1]]oftrated; and how al! the 
powers of reaſon and cloquence have been exhauſted in 
endeavours to eradicate a defire, which ſcems to have ins 
trenched itſelf too ſtrongly in the mind to be driven out, 
and which, perhaps, had not loſt its power, even over 
thoſe who declaimed againſt it, but would have broken 
out in the poet or the ſage, if it had been excited by op- 
portuaity, and invigorated by the approximation of its 
proper object. 

Their arguments have been, indeed, fo unfucceſsfu), 
that I know not whether it can be ſhewn, that by all t 
wit and reaſon which this favourite cauſe has called 
forth, a ſingle convert was ever made; that even one 
man has refuſed to be rich, when to be rich was in [1 
power, from the conv ion of the greater happineſs cf a 
narrow fortune; or diſburthened himſelf of wealth, when 
he had tried its inquictudes merely to enjoy the peace, 
leiſure, and ſecurity of a mean and unenvied ſtate, 

It is true, indeed, that many have neglected opportu- 


nities of raiſing themſelves to honours and to wealth, 
and 
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q rejected the kindeſt offers of fortune: but, however 
75% Wir moderation may be boaſted by themſelves, or ad- 
red by ſueh as only view them at a diſtance, it will be, 
chaps, ſeldom found that they value riches leſs, but 
at they dread labour or danger more than others ; 
y are unable to rouſe themſelves to action, to ſtrain in 
race of competition, or to ſtand the ſhock of conteſt; 
t though they, therefore, decline the toil of climbing, 
%, Wy nevertheleſs with themſelves aloft, and would will- 
dy enjoy what they dare not ſeize. 
Others have retired from high ſtations, and voluntarily 
* ndemned themſelves to privacy and obſcurity. But 
e theſe will not afford many occaſions of triumph to 


K. 


ph e philoſopher ; for they have commonly either quitted 
1! At only which they thought themſelves unable to hold, 
T4 prevented diſgrace by reſignation ; or they have 
a induced to try new meaſures by general inconſtancy, 
wen ich always dreams of happineſs in novelty, or by a 
os 1 Won y diſpoſition, which is diſguſtcd in the ſame degree 


th every ſtate, and wiſhes every ſcene of life to change 
von as it is beheld. Such men found high and low 
tions equally unable to ſatisfy the wiſhes of a diſtem- 
red mind, and were unable to ſhelter themſelves in the 
overt retreat from diſappointment, ſolicitude, and 
100m wed i 
op- !<t though theſe admonit ions have been thus neglect- 
fis 07 thoſe who either enjoyed riches, or Were able to 
cure them, it is not raſhly to be determined that they 
H, atogether without uſe ; for ſince far the greateſt part 
| the FF mankind muſt be confined to conditions comparatively 
alled en, and placed in ſituations from which they naturally 
1 one N up with envy to the eminences before them, choſe 
n 1115 Writers cannot be thought ill employed that have admi- 
of a lered remedies to diſcontent almoſt univerſal, by ſhow- 
hen W's that what we cannot reach may very well be forborn, 
acc, the inequality of diſtribution, at which we mur- 
ur, is for the moſt part leſs than it ſeems, and that the 
rue Wcatneſs, which we admire at a diſtance, has much fewer 
th, {W-antages, and much lets ſplendor, when we arc ſuffered 
and proach it. 


Vol. II. +. It 


" the 

= 
CU IM 
V'C Is 
Our, 


—— _— OD 


& of Lb», a 


SCA IE TW = © 
af ul SEA | 


8 


24 THE RAMBLER, 


It is the buſineſs of moraliſts to detect the fraud 


fortune, and to ſhow that ſhe impoſes upon the car 
eve, by a quick {ucce{ſion of ſhadows, which will 1! 
to nothing in the gripe ; that ſhe diſguiſes life in cy 
ick vrnaments, which ſerve only for ſow, and a! 
alide in the hours of ſolitude and of pleaſure ; and 
when greatnefs aſpires either to felicity or to wiſd 
Take off thoſe diſtinctions w hich dazulc the gazcr, 
awe the ſupplicant. 

It may be remarked, that they whoſe condition 
not afforded them the light of moral or religious inf 
tion, and who collect all their ideas by their own 
and digeſt them by their own underſtandings, fe: 
confider thoſe who arc placed in ranks of remote | 
' Tiority, as almoſt another and higher ſpecies of hx 
As themſelves have known little other miſfcry than 
conſequences of want, they arc with difficulty perk, 
that where there 1s w calth there can be ſorrow, or 
thoſe who glitter 1 in dignity, and glide along in affiu 
can be acquainted with p. ans and cares like thoſe u 
lic heavy upon the reſt of mankind. 


J 


This prejudice is, indeed, confined to the loweſt ni 
, neſs and the darkeſt ignorance; but it is fo cont 


only becauſe others have been e n it's folly an 

Aſchood, becauſe it has been oppoled in it's progri 
17 and philoſophy, and hindered from ſpreading 
infection by powerful preſervatives. 

The doctrine of the cont tempt of wealth, though 1 
not been able to extinguiſh avarice or ambition, or | 
. preſs that reluctance with which man palles his d. 

a ſtate of inferiority, mult, at leaſt, have made the | 
1 leſs grating and weariſome, and has o 
quently contributed to the general ſecurity of lite, 
hindcring that fraud and violence, rapine and cir 
vention, Which mult have been produced by an undov 
ed cagerneſs of wealth, ariſing from an unſhaken« 
viction, that to be rich is to be happy. 

Whoever finds himſelf incited, by ſome violent 
pulſc of patſion, to purſue riches as the chief ens 
deing, mult ſurcly be fo much alarmed by the {uccc 
ad moni 
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tions of thoſe whole expe rience and f. gacitv have 
fraud mn ad them as the guides of m- kind, as to ſtop 
ce cr confider whether he is about to engage in an under- 
in üg that will reward his toil, and to examine, wa re 
n cx ruſhes to wealth through right and wrong, what 
1 a1 | confer when he has acquired it; and this expmina a- 


and Wn will ſeldom fail to repreſs his ardour, and retard his 
1{don ence. 

er, Wl Wcalth is nothing in itſelf; it is not uſeful but when 
departs from us; it's value is found only in that w hich 
101070 WW can purchaſe, which, if we ſuppoſe it put to it's beſt 


inf e by thoſe that poſſeſs 1 it, ſcems not much to deſerve 
ne defire or envy of a wife man. It is certain that, 
len With regard to corpora] enjoyment, money can neither 
te en new avenues to pleaſure nor block up the paſſage 

F by anguiſh. Diteafe and infirmity till oontinue to tor- 
than e © and enfgch! e. A aps e: xaſperated by luxury, or pro- 
ert. og by ſoftneſs. W ith reſpect to the mind, it has 
, 0 been obſerved, that wealth contributes much to 
ifffuc cken the diſcerv? ment, enlarge the capacity, or een 
{c \ imagination; but may, by hiring flattery, or laying 

'VENCC quia confirm crror, and harden ſtupidity. 

ſt N \W calth cannot confer greatneſs, for nothing can m. 
CON it creat which the decree of nature has ord 4ined to be 
an tic. The branblc may be placed in a hot-bed, but 
gl | never become an oak. Even royalty itſelf is not 
a WY give that dignity winch it happens not to find,. ut 


preſles feeble minds , though it may clevate the ltrong. 


zh it ine world has been governed in the name of Kings 


fects beyond their own palaces. 
IE | When therefore the deſire of wealth is tak! ing hold of 


5 Che heart, let us look round and ſce how it operates upon 
lite, ol: whoſe induſtry or fortune has obtained it. When 
wy ve find them oppreſſed with their own abundance, luxu- 
100-8 ious without pcafure, idle without caſe, impaticnt and 
eng verulous in themſelves, and deſpiſed or hated by the 

reſt of mankind, we {hall ſcon be convinced that if the 
ent 


cal wants of our condition are ſatisfied, there remains ht- 
ket be i oveht with ſolicitu de, or de Hired with Cagerne 5. 
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hoſe exiſtence has ſcarcely been perceived by any real 
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gion 

No. LIX. TUESDAY, OCTOBER , 1750. c - 
n h 

Eſt aliquid fatale malum per verba levare, th 
Hoc querulam halcyonenque Prognen facit : ver 
Hoc erat in ſolo quare Pæantias antro LÞ os 
Vox fatigaret Lemnia ſaxa ſua. pot 
Strangulat incluſus dolor atque exæſtuat intus, n 
Cogitur et vires multiplicare ſuas. 3 
Ovn Th 

Complaining oft, gives reſpite to our grief ; 46 
From hence the wretched Progne ſought relief ; em 
Hence the Pæantian chief his fate deplores, e co 
And vents his ſorrow to the Lemnian ſhores: ; diff. 
In vain by ſecrecy we would aſſuage ther 
Our cares; conceal'd, they gather tenfold rage. one 


F. LEWIS. 
II is common to 2 men by the names of ani cau 
mals which they are ſuppoſed to reſemble. Thus: 
hero is frequently termed a Lion, and a ſtateſman a Fox; 
an extortioner gains the appellation of Vulture, and: 
fop the title of Monkey. There is alſo among the va. 
rious anomalies of character, which a ſurvey of the 
world exhibits, a ſpecies of beings in human form, which 
may be properly marked out as the ſcreech-owls of man -· chic 


kind. Vhe 

"Theſe ſcreech-owls ſeem to be ſettled in an opinion he | 
that the great buſineſs of life is to complain, and tha alk 
they were born for no other purpoſe than to diſturb the atio 


happineſs of others, to leſſen the little comforts, and f en 
ſhorten the ſhort pleaſures of our condition, by painfulÞWnd 
remembrances of the paſt, or melancholy prognoſticks f a 
of the future; their only care is to cruſh the riſing hope, {Mhen 
to damp the kindling tranſport, and allay the golden A 
hqurs of gaiety with the hateful droſs of grief and hi: 
ſuſpicion. Pot. 

o thoſe whoſe weakneſs of ſpirits, or timidity oe 
temper, ſubjects them to impreſſions from others, and ona 
who are apt to ſuffer by faſcination, and catch the con- MN 
tay 
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gion of miſery, it is extremely unhappy to live within 
c compaſs of a ſcreech-owl's voice; for it will of- 
n fill their ears in the hour of dejection, terrify them 
ith apprehenſions, which their own thoughts would 
ver have producted, and ſadden, by intruded ſorrows, 
ze day which might have been paſſed in amuſements or 
vufineſs it will burthen the heart with unneceſſary 
iſcontents, and weaken for a time that love of life which 
neceſſary to the vigorous proſecution of any undertaking. 
Though I have, like the reſt of mankind, many fail- 
gs and weaknefles, I have not yet, by either friends or 
mies, been charged with ſuperſtition; I never count 
e company which I enter, and I look at the new moon 
differently over cither ſhoulder, I have, like moſt 
her philoſophers, often heard the cuckoo without 
oney in my pocket, and have been ſometimes reproach- 
| as fool-hardy for not turning down my eyes when a 
aven flew over my head. I never go home abruptly 
:cauſe a ſnake croſſes my way, nor have any particular 
read of a climacterical year: yet I confeſs that, with 
Il my ſcorn of old women, and their tales, I conſider it 
3 an unhappy day when J happen to be greeted, in the 
norning,)by Suſpirius the ſcreech-owl. 

I have now known Suſpirius fifty- eight years and four 
onths, and have never yet paſſed an hour with him in 
hich he has not made ſome attack upon my quiet. 
Vhen we were firſt acquainted, his great topick was 
he miſery of youth without riches, and whenever we 
valked out together he ſolaced me with a long enume- 
ation of pleaſures, which, as they were beyond the reach 
f my fortune, were without the verge of my deſires, 


nd which I ſhould never have conſidered as the objects 


ticks 


f a with, had not his unſcaſonable repreſentations placed 
hem m my fight. 

Another of his topicks is the neglect or merit, with 
hich he never fails ro amuſe every man whom he ſces 
If he meets with a young 
flicer, he always informs him of gentlemen whole per- 


nal courage is unqueſtioned, and whoſe military ſkill 


qualifies them to command armies, that have, notwith. 
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28 THE RAMBLER, 
ſanding all their merit, grown old with ſubaltern c= 
miſſions. For a genius in the church, he is always pH 
| vided with a curacy for life. The lawyer he inform 
1 of many men of great part and deep ſtudy, who hari: | 
| never had an opportunity to ſpeak in the courts : an(MWolt 
meeting Serenus the phyſician—* Ah, doctor, fays H. 
| what, a-foot ſtill, when ſo many blockheads are rei 
"2 © tling in their chariots? I told you, ſeven years agen 
[ that you would .ncver meet with encq aragement ; rp. 
© ] hope you will now take more notice, when 1: 
vou, that your Greck, and your diligence, and vo Wt. { 
6 honeſty, will never enable you to live like yonder aj iſh 
thecary, who preſcribes to his own ſhop, and laughs ue 
the phy e; nm 
Suſpirius has, in his time, intercepted fifteen auth! 
in their way to the ſtage; perſuaded nine and thir it 
merchants to retire from a proſperous trade for fear H 
bankruptcy, broke off an hundred and thirteen match: * 1 
by prognoſtications of unhappineſs, and enabled the ſm: than 
pox to kill ninetcen ladies, by perpetual alarms of 
loſs of beauty. mp 
Whenever my evil ſtars bring us together, he ne Mou 
fails to repreſent to me the folly of my purſuits, and wier 
forms me that we are much older than when we be! Nur 
our acquaintance, that the infirmities of decrepitude a: *. 
coming faſt upon me, that whatever I now get I ſhaWent 
8 enjoy but a little time, that fame is to a man tottering nd 
the edge of the grave of very little importance, and tie 
the time 1s at hand when I ought to look for no oth ut « 
pleaſures than a good dinner and an ecaſy-chair. ven 
Thus he gocs on in his unharmonious ſtrain, d iin 


playing preſent miſcries, and foreboding more, ut noſt 
a dar, every ſyllable is loaded with 0 


tune, and death i is always brought nearer to the vica I/ 

| Vet, what always raiſes my reſentment and diana n 
J do not perceive that his mournful meditations ha 
much effect upon himſelf, He talks, and has long tal 

ed of calamities, without diſcovering, otherwiſe than b " "We 


the tone of his voice, that he feels any of the evils w hie ; 
he bewails or threatens, but ** the ſame habit of uta 
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n cen lamentations, as others of telling ſtories, and falls 1 
ys pro: expreſſions of condolence for paſt, or apprehcn- 8 
nforn us of fucure miſchicts, as all men ſtudious of their = 
1o hc have rc courſe to thoſe ſubjetts upon which they can 28 
2 and | fluently or cop toully diſcourſe. | 1 
avs he It 15 rep xerted of the Sybar' ites, that they deſtroyed all 6 
ire ra eir cocks, that they might driztn out their mornins i 
rs aa ams without diſturbance. Though I would not fo 9 
+ and eee effeminacy as to propulc the Sy! baritcs for an 8 
1] t; mple, yet meg there is no man 10 8 my foolih, 0 
da vo yur ſomething ulctul may be learned from! 1M, J cod = 
er aj Jim that, in imitation of a people not often to be c- pied, Ts 
gh ue regulations might be made to exclude fereceh-owis 8 
om all company, as the enemies of mank ind, and con- 1 
uthol IC them to fume proper recept: cle, NEE: they may "= 
thin age ſighs at leifurc, and thicken the gloom of one x 
fear : 1 ther. We 
natch:MF Thou prophet of evil, favs, Homer's Agamemnon, 9 
{1m thou never toretclick me S900 od, but the joy of thy heart "vg 
of to predict misfortuncs. Whocver is of the ſ. me = 
mper might there find the means of indulging his | 
ne houzhts, and improving his vein of denunciation, and 
nd feck of ſcreech- owl might hoot together without 
be! jury to the relt of the world. 
de ar Yet, though 1 have fo little kindneſs for this dark 
L th mncration, 1] am very far fron 1: wene ding to debar the oft 
ng nd comm mind from the privitd CE of complaining, 
dt lien the ſigh riſes from the deſire not of giving pain, 
oth ut of rar ng cate. To hear complaints w ya patience, | 
ven when complaints are vain, is one of the duties of 5 
, d friendſhip; and though it muſt be allowed that he ſuffers 5 
Tt {4 a iſt like a hero that hides his grief in ſilence [i 
1sfo! I 
* Hem vullu fimulat, premit altum corde dolorent. 9 
* His outward {miles conccal'd his inward ſmart, 38 
ia \ Ta 
121 DRYDEX. 3S 
in bf | E] 


vhieh et it cannot be denicd, that he who complains acts like 
ater is man, like a ſocial being, who looks tor help from quis 
"8 tcllow- 


999 
I 


never fluttcrcd but at the rife or fall of ſtocks, wonder 


30 THE RAMBLER. 


fellow-creatures. Pity is to many of the unhappy the 
ſource of comfort in hopeleſs diſtreſſes, as it contribu m tal 
to recommend them to themſelves, by proving that th Hot 
have not loſt the regard of others; and Heaven ſeems Mich 
indicate the duty even of barren compaſſion, by incliningF** \ 
us to weep for evils which we cannot remedy. ricul 
| ms n 
e cat 
ely 

No. Lx. SATURDAY, OCTOBER r3, 1759. le 
olve 
Quid fit pulchrum, quid turpe, quid utile, quid non, plic 
Plenius et melius Chry ſippo et crantore dicit. Hou» af 

. Pires 
Whoſe works the beautiful and baſe contain, wron 
Of vice and virtue more inſtructive rules, quen 
Than all the ſober ſages of the ſchools. FAN 

„ 

Ls 2 ions \ 
ALE joy or ſorrow for the happineſs or calamities ” * 
others is produced by an act of the imagination; har 
that realiſes the event however fiCtitious, or approxima ¶ hic 

it however remote, by placing us, for a time, in gu 
condition of him whoſe fortune we contemplate ; ſo ti 
we feel, while the deception laſts, whatever motio dit. 
would be excited by the ſame good or evil happening lic... 
ourſelves. =? 
Our paſſions are therefore more ſtrongly moved, iM:c... 


proportion as we can more readily adopt the pains 
pleaſure propoſed to our minds, by recogniſing them a 
once our own, or conſidering them as naturally incider 
to our ſtate of life. It is not eaſy for the moſt artfu 
writer to give us an intereſt in happineſs or miſery 
which we think ourſelves never likely to feel, and wit 
which we have never yet been made acquainted, Hiſts- 
ries of the downfal of kingdoms, and revolutions « 
empires, arc read with great tranquillity ; the imperis 
tragedy pleaſes common auditors only by it's pomp d 
ornament and grandeur of ideas; and the man whoſe fa 
cultics have been engroſſed bv buſineſs, and whoſe heart 


158 
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the attention can be ſeized, or the affection agitated, 


y 
om à tale of love. 
t th. WT hoſe paralled circumſtance and kindred images, to 


ich we readily conform our minds, are, above all 
er writings, to be found in narratives of the lives of 
ticular perſons; and therefore no ſpecies of writing 

ms more worthy of cultivation than Biography, ſince 
We can be more delightful or more uſeful, none can more 

tainly enchain the heart by irreſiſtible intereſt, or more 
Hely diffuſe inſtruction to every diverſity of condition. 
Urne general and rapid narratives of hiſtory, which 
Wolve a thouſand fortunes in the buſineſs of a day, and 
plicate innumerable incidents in one great tranſac- 
Hun, afford few leflons applicable to private life, which 
Wives it's comforts and it's wretchedneſs from the right 

wrong management of things, which nothing but their 
quency makes conſiderable, * Parva /# non famt quoti- 
e, fays Pliny, and which can have no place in thoſe re- 
ons whichnever deſcend below the conſulation of ſena- 
the motions of armies, and the ſchemes of conſpirators. 
I have often thought that there has rarely paſſed a life 
"WT hich a judicious and faithful narrative would not be 
" "ful. For not only every man has, in the __ 
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45 p's of the world, great numbers in the ſame 
10. 


dition with himſelf, to whom his miſtakes and 


ng carriages, eſcapes and expedients, would be of 
1. mediate and apparent uſe; but there is ſuch an 
"©, "Wiformity in the ſtate of man, conſidered apart from 
"> "Wrentitious and ſeparable decorations and diſguiſes, 
m' there is ſcarce any poſſibility of good or ill but is 
10 nmon to human kind. A great part of the time of 
artful. - | ; | 
e who are placed at the greateſt diſtance by fortune, 
"IF by temper, muſt unavoidably paſs in the fame man- 
3:0, r; and though, when the claims of nature are ſatis- 
, price, and vanity, and accident, begin to produce 


ecriminations and peculiarities, yet the eye is not very 
bei edful or quick, which cannot diſcover the ſame cauſes 
0 2 l terminating their influence in the ſame effects, 
- ugh ſometimes accelerated, ſometimes retarded, or 
rplexed by multiplied combinations. We are all 
prompted 
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prompted by the ſame motives, all deceived by the fs 4 


fallacies, all animated by hope, obſtrutted by danger, 
entangled | by deſire, and ſeduced by pleaſure. 

It is frequently objected to relations of particul: 
lives, that they are not diſtinguiſhed by any ſtriking a 
wonderful viciflitudes. The ſcholar who paſſed | hi 
life among his books, the merchant who conducted on 
his own affairs, the prieſt, whoſe ſphere of action u 
not extended beyond that of his duty, are conſidered 
no proper objects of publick regard, however the 
miglit have excelled in their ſeveral ſtations, whatev* 
might have been their learning, integrity, and picts, 
But this notion ariſes from falſe meaſures of excellence 

and dignity, and muſt be eradicated by conſidering, tha 
in the eſtcem of uncorrupted reaſon, what is of moſt us 
is of moſt value. 

[t 15, indeed, not improper to take honeſt advantage 
of prejudice, and to gain attention by a celebrated nam: 
but the buſineſs of the biographer is often to pats flight! 
over thoſe performances and incidents which produc 
vulgar greatneſs, to lead the thoughts into domeſtick pri 
vacies, and diſplay the minute details of daily life, het 
exterior appendages are caſt aſide, and men excel ca 
other only by prudence and by virtue. IT he account a 
Thuanus is, with grcat propricty, {aid by it's author u 
have been written, that it might lay open to poſter! 
the private and familiar character ofs that man, cz it: 
genwm et candorem ex ipſius ſcriptis ſunt olim ſent 
7raturi—whoſe candour and genius will to the end d 
time be by his writings preſerved in admiration. 

There are many inviſible circumſtances which, whe 
ther we read as enquirers after natural or moral know: 
ledge, whether we intend to enlarge our ſcience, or d 
create our virtuc, are more important than publick oc: 00 
currences. Thus Salluſt, the great maſter of nature 
has not forgot, in his account of Catiline, to remark th: 
bis walk aue now quick, and again /loww, as an mic: 11102 
of a mind revolving ſomething with violent commotic 
't hus the ſtory of Meland&thon affords a ſtriking lectu! 
on the value of time, by informing us, that when le 
mat 
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made an appointment, he expected not only the 
our, but the minute to be fixed, that the day might not 
'n out in the 1dlencfs of ſuſpenſe; and all the plans 


— 1 
0 »d enterprizes of De Wit are now of leſs importance to 
ed hc w. orld than the part of his perſonal character which 
don erpreſents him as careful of bis health, and negligent of 
n u . 
d But biography has often been allotted to writers who 
the Wc very little acquainted with the nature of their taſk, 
ater. Nor very negligent about the performance. They rarely 
picts, afford any "other account than might be collected from 
lend publick papers, but imagine themſelves writing a life 
_—— hen they exhibit a chronological ſeries of actions or 
u preferments ; and fo little regard the manners or beha- 
ior of their heroes, that more knowledge may be gain- 
atac cd of 4 man's real character, by a ſhort converſation with 
lam. Nene of his ſervants, than from a formal and ſtudied nar- 
eure, begun with his pedigree, and ended with his fu- 
wm (0 
k pri If now and then they condeſcend to inform the w orld 
had f particular facts, they are not always ſo happy as to 
F elect the moſt important. I know not well what ad- 
ine of vantage poſterity can receive from the only circumſtance 
mm which Tickell has diſtinguiſhed Addiſon from the 
tori reſt of mank ind he ir regularity of his prilſe : nor can I 
WW fink myſelf overpaid for the time ſpent in reading the 
1 ite of Malherb, by being enabled to relate, after the 
| oy earned biographer, that Malherb had two predominant 
opinions ; one, that the looſeneſs of a ſingle woman 
Wn might deſtroy all her boaſt of ancient deſcent; the other, 
_ that the French beggars made uſe, very improperly 
read barbarouſly, of the phraſe noble Gentleman, becauſe 


„eicher word included the ſenſe of both. 

There are, indeed, ſome natural reaſons why theſe 
narratives arc often written by ſuch as were not likely 
to give much inſtruction or delight, and why moſt 
accounts of particular perſons are barren and uſeleſs. 
If a life be delaved till intereſt and envy are at an end, 
we may hope for impartiality, but muſt expect little 
intelligence; for the incideats Nläch give excellence 
do 
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to biography are of a volatile and evaneſcent kind, ſo 
as ſoon eſcape the memory, and are rarely tranſmitiq; In 
by tradition. We know how few can pourtray a H fre 
ing acquaintance, except by his moſt prominent a One 
obſervable particularitica, and the groſſer features ſes 1 
his mind; and it may be eaſily imagined how mud poli 
of this little knowledge may be loſt in imparting bitio 
and how ſoon a ſucceſſion of copies will loſe all reſen chi 
lance of the original. pare 

If the biographer writes from perſonal knowledge! 
and makes haſte to gratify the publick curioſity, tha. 
is danger leſt his intereſt, his fear, his gratitude, F< leaf 
his tenderneſs, everpower his fidelity, and tempt hin of! 
to conceal, if not to invent. There are many etent 
think it an act of piety to hide the faults or failing © 
of their friends, even when they can no longer ſuf fre 
by their detection; we therefore ſee whole ranks lon, 
characters adorned with uniform panegyrick, and eme. 
to be known from one another, but by extrinſick au"? 4 
caſual circumſtances. * Let me remember, ſays H= 
« when I find myſelf inclined to pity a criminal, the fore 
there is likewiſe a pity due to the country. It ven? 
owe regard to the memory of the dead, there 1s [ he 
more reſpect to be paid to knowledge, to virtue, and 
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le ig 
O 
Falſus honor juvat, et mendax infamia terret Nate! 
Quem niſi mendoſum et mendacem? Hor not 

d {i 
Falſe praiſe can charm, unreal ſhame controul-— . ds 
Whom but a vicious or a ſickly foul ? FRANCE , 60 
| Wc for 

Kad 
To the Rambler. 3 
Sir ky 

: 

N - ' em 
T is extremely vexatious to a man of eager ap. 
thirſty curioſity to be placed at a great diſtance 
trym the fountain of intelligence, and not only nevi Cle 
receive the current of report till it has ſatiated v 


greales 
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, ſ&ateft part of the nation; but at laſt to find it mud- 
mitt in it's courſe, and corrupted with taints or mix- 
a lues from every channel through which it flowed. 
it ul one of the chief pleaſures of my life is to hear what 
res es in the world, to know what are the ſchemes of 
mu politick, the aims of the buſy, and the hopes of the 
no bitious; what changes of publick meaſures are ap- 
ſen\{Moaching; who is likely to be cruſhed in the colliſion 
parties ; who is climbing to the top of power, and 
edel o is tottering on the precipice of diſgrace. But, as 
th Wis very common for us to defire moſt what we are 
le, e leaſt qualified to obtain, I have ſuffered this appe- 
t hu e of news to outgrow all the gratifications which my 
Weſent ſituation can afford it; for being placed in a re- 
te country, I am condemncd always to confound the 
ture with the paſt, to form prognoſtications of events, 
longer doubtful, and to conſider the expediency of 
temes already cxecuted or defeated. I am perplexed 
k uch a perpetval deception in wy profpetts, hike a 
Han pointing his teleſcope at a remote ſtar, which 
bre the light reaches his cyc has forſaken the place 
fn which it was emitted. 
is The mortification of being thus always behind the 
nd lire world in my reflections and diſcoveries, is ex- 
edingly aggravated by the petulance of thoſe whole 
alth, or buſineſs, or pleaſure, brings them hither 
om London. For, without conſidering the inſupe— 
ble diſadvantages of my condition, and the unavoid- 
le ignorance which ablence muſt produce, they often 
eat me with the utmoſt ſupercilinuſneſs of contempt, 
Heir not knowing what no human ſagacity can diſcover; 
Wd ſometimes ſeem to confider me as a wretch ſcarce 
orthy of human converie, when I happen to talk of 
e fortune of a bankrupt, or propoſe the healths of the 
ad, when 1 warn them of miſchicfs already incurred, 
with for meaſures that have been lately taken. They 
em to attribute to the ſuperiority of their intellects 
hat they ouly owe to the accident of their condition. 
d think themſelves indiſputal.ly intitled to airs of 
'vience and authority, when they find another igno- 
Vol. II. D rant 
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rant of facts; which, becauſe they echoed in the " defi 


of Londmn, they ſuppoſe equally public in all as, 
places, and known where they could neither be. n:! 
related, nor conjectured. 0d 
To this haughtineſs they are indeed too much % us, 
raged by the reſpect u hich they receive among vu chai 
no other reaſon than that they come from London. ſuc 
no ſooner is the arrival of one of theſe diſſeminato eg. 
knowledge known in the country, than we crowd fan 


him from every quarter, and by innumerable enqu ed, f 
flatter him into an opinion of his own importance. Mir. I 
1ces himſelf furrounded by multitudes, who propoſe Heir 
doubts, and refer their controverſies to him, WW wet 
being deſcended from ſome nobler region; anc, hi 
grows on a ſudden oraculous and infallible, ſolves WWmuc 
nculries, and ſets all obiections at defiance. 

There is, in my opinion, great rcaton for ſuſpet 
that they ſometimes take advantage ot this reve! 
modeſty, and impoſe upon ruſtic unde 5 g u 
falſe thow of univerſal intelligence; for 1 dar not 
that they are willing to own themlclves ignorant of 
thing, or that they diimits any enquirer with a P 
and-decifive anſwer. The court, the c city, the park, 
exchange, arc to thoſe men of unbounded obler 
equally familiar, and they are alike ready to tell th. 
at which ſtocks will riſe, or the mini try be change 

A ſhort reſidence at London entitles a man to kr 
ledge, to wit, to politeneſs, and to a deſpotick and 
tatorial power of preſcribing to the rude multi 
whom he condeſcends to honour with a biennial 
yet, I know not well upon what motives, I have | 


ery. 
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port 


found myſelf inclincd to cavil at this prefcription, 2 the 
doubt whcrher it be not, on ſome occaſions, pr odu 
withhold our VENeration, till we are more authen: Wi be 
convinced of the merits of the claimant. the 

It is well remembered here, that, about ſeven Mecd 
ago, one Frolick, a tall boy, with lank hair, remar freq 
for ſtealing eggs, and ſucking them, was taken fru thin 
- {chool im this parith, and ſent up to London to {tus But 
law.. As he hag given amongſt us no protect: Het 
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the H defigned by nature for extraordinary performances? 
, from the time of his departure, totally for- 
be. Nn: nor was there any talk. of his vices or virtucs, 
rod or his ill- fortune, till laſt ſummer a report burft 
ch us, that Mr. Frolick was come down in the firſt 
g u chaiſe which this village h ad ſcen, haring travelled 
lon, ſuch rapidity, that ond of his poſtilions had broke 
nat g, and another narrowly eſcaped ſuffocation in 2 
d fand. But that Mr. Frolick ſeemed totally uncon=. 
cnquged, for ſuch things were never heeded at London. 
nce. ¶ Ir. Frolick ncxt day appeared among the gentlemen 
pol: Whcir weekly meeting on the bowiing-green.;z and 
„ as WF were ſeen the eftects of a London education. His 
| a0; his language, his ideas, were all new; and he did 
2 noch endeavour to conceal his contempt of every 
p g that differed from the opinions, or practice of the 
pet "h world. He thewed us the deformity of our 
ve s and ſlceves, informed us where hats of the proper 
;* V8 were to be fold, and recommended to us the refor- 
not ion of a thouſa nd abfurdities in our cloaths, our 
Nr © ery, and our converſation. When any of his phra- 
SP vere unintelligible, he could not ſupprets the joy of 
2ar% Wcfled ſuperiority, but frequently delaved the ex- 
ler pation, that he might enjoy his triumph over our 
Fe barit 
nge Vhen he 1s pleaſed to entertain us with a ſtory, he 
O K 


es cure to crowd into it the names of ftreets, {qt moos; 
buildings, with which he knows we are unacquainted. 
e favourite topicks of his diſcourſe are the pranks of 
nkards, and the tricks put upon country gentlemen 
ve porters and link-boys. When he is with ladies, he 


1, chem of the innumerable pleaſures ro which he can 
0 oduce them; but never fails to hint, how much they 
C1 Il be deficient, at their firſt arrival, in the knowledge 

the town. What it is 7 neo the torun, he has not 
need hitherto informed us; though there is no phraſe 
1ars Frequent in his mouth, nor any ſcience which he appears 
FC 


think of ſo great a value, or ſo difficult atrainment. 
But my curio ſity has been moſt engaged by the rec'- 
of his own adventures and ches [ have 
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N * . . favol 
heard of the unian of various characters in ſingle pt _.- 
ſons, but never met with ſuch a conſtellation of g * 
qualities as this man's narrative affords. Whatever | 7 


diſtinguiſhed the hero; whatever has elevated the u. Wir! 
whatever has endeared the lover; are all concentered * 
Mr. Frolick, whoſe life has, for ſeven years, been a: 
gular interchange of intrigues, dangers, and waggeri 
and who has diſtinguiſhed himſelf in every character t 
can be feared, envied, or admired. 

I queſtion whether all the officers of the royal nx 
can bring together, from all their journals, a collection 
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ſo many wonderful eſcapes as this man has known up Vet 


the Thames, on which he has been a thouſand and 1 
thouſand times on the point of perithing, ſometimes 5 
the terrors of fooliſh women in the ſame boat, fon * 
times by his own acknowledged imprudence in paſl . 
. . - . . O 
the river in the dark, and ſometimes by ſhooting d wt 
bridge, under which he has rencountered mountaines ha 
waves, and dreadful cataracts. #4 
Nor leſs has been his temerity by land, nor fewer 
his hazards. He has recled with giddineſs on the t * 
of the Monument: he has croſſed the ſtreet amidſt . 
e „erna 
ruſh of coaches; he has been ſurrounded by robbe 
. . NUCI 
without number; he has headed parties at the play... 
- = Jon 
houſe; he has ſcaled the windows of every toaſt of wha... 
ever condition; he has been hunted for whole winte Lt 
by his rivals; he has ſlept upon bulks, he has cut chai yt 
he has bilked coachmen; he has reſcued his fri" 


from the bailifts, has knocked down the conſtable, has * 
lied the juſtice, and performed many other exploits, oh 
have filled the town with wonder and with merrime:. er 
But yet greater is the fame of his underſtanding ti _— 
his bravery; for he informs us, that he is, at Lond *. 
the eſtabliſhed arbitrator of all points of honour, «Y 80 
the deciſiwe judge of all performances of genius; e 
no muſical performer is in reputation till the opinion 0 
Frolick has ratiſtied his pretenſions; that the theatr! ** 


ſuſpend their ſentence till he begins to clap or hiſs, !' 
which all are proud to concur : that no publick enter 
tainment has tailed or ſucceeded, but becauſe he oppo: 


vo 
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faroured it; that all controverſies at the gaming: table 
referred to his determination; that he adjuſts tlie 


ple pe 


eh emonial at every aſſembly, and preſcribes every fa- 
„ „ en of pleaſure or of dreſs. 
ere! Wich every man whoſe name occurs in the papers of 
waer day, he is intimately acquainted; and there are 
„„ Wry few poſts, either in the ſtate or army, of which he 
(> 5 2ot more or leſs mfluenced the diſpoſal. He has 
"When very frequently conſulted both upon war and 

Une; but the time is not yet come when the nation 
gion all know how much it is indebted to the genius of 
n up polick. | : 

* Yet, notwithſtanding all theſe declarations, I cannot 
therto perſuade myſelf to ſee that Mr. Frolick has 

ere wit, or knowledge, or courage than the reſt of 
pala ankind, or that any uncommon enlargement of his fa- 
ne ties has happened 1 in the time of his abſence. For 
* hen he talks oa ſubjects known to the reſt of the com- 

ry, he his no advantage over us, but by catches of 

feng terrupt1; n, briſkneſs of interrogation, and pertneſs of 
ne TIE and therefore if he nas ſtunned the world 
16 h bis name, and gained a place in the firſt ranks of 
ot Danity, I cannot but conclude, that either a little 

| nderſtanding confers eminence at London, or that Mr. 
* rolick thinks us unworthy of the exertion of his 
intel ons or that his facuitics are benumbed by rural ſtu- 
hain rv as the magnetick necdle loſes its animation in the 
** polar chimes, 
we I would not, howe: ver, like many haſty philoſophers, 
| darch after the cauſe til! I ain certain of the effect; and 
5 herefore I deſire to be informed, whether you have yet 


„eard the great name of Mr. Frolick. If he 1s celc- 
„ {rated by other tongues than his own, I ſhall willingly 

T'0pagate his praiſe; but if he has ſwelled among us 
m empty boaſts, and honours conferred only by him- 
Jae, I fhall treat him with ruſtick ſincerity, and drive 
mas an impoſtor from this part of the kingdom, to 
„ nc region of more credulity. 
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Nunc ego triptolemi cuperem conſcendere currus, 

Miſit m .ynotam qui rude ſemen humum: 
Nunc ego Medex vetlem tranare dracones, 

Quos babuir fuzicns arva, Corinthe, tua; 
Nunc ego j. iHtandas optarem ſumere pennas, 

dive tuas, Perſeu; Dædale, tive tuas. 


Now would I mount his car, whoſe bounteous hand 
Firit ſow'd with tecraing feed the furrow'd land: 
Now to Meuxa's dragons hx my reins, 

That ſwiftly bore her from Corinthian plains ; 
Now on Dxdalian waxen pinions ſtray, 

Or thoſc which wafted Perſeus on his way. 


To the Rambler. 
Sir, 


Am a young woman of a very large fortune, whic 
if my parents would have been periuaded to com 
with the rules and cuſtoms of the polite part of mz 
kind, might long ſince have raiſed me to the hight 
but ſo ſtrangely have th 


honours of the female world; 
hitherto contrived to waſte my lite, that I am now 
the borders of twenty, without having cver danced bu 
our monthly aſſe mbly , or been toaſted but among a 
gentleman of the neighbourheod, or ſeen any compa 
11 which it was worth a with to be diſtinguithed. 


My father having impaired his patrimony in folicit 


a place at court, at "laſt grew wile enough to ccaſe 

urſuit; and, to repair the conſequences of expenl 
atrendance ind negligence of his affairs, married 1: 
much older than himſelf, who had lived in the faſhui 
able world till ſhe was confers as an encumbra! 


upon parties of pleaſure, and as I can collect from 


cidenral informations, retired from gay aſſemblies | 


time enough to eſcape the mortification cf .unive! 
neglect, 
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She was, however, ſtill rich, and not yet wrinklede 

17 father was too diſtreſstully embarraſſed to think much 

" Wn avy thing but the means of extrication; and though 

is not likely that he wanted the delicacy which polite 

; onverſation will always produce in ut iderſt; ndings not 

emarkably defective, yet he was contented with a match, 

7 which he might be ſet free from inconveniencies, that 

rould have deſtroved all the picatures of imagination, 

Ovny nd taken from ſoftneſs and beauty the power of de- 

| hting. 

As they were both ſomewhat diſguſted with their 

reatment in the world, and married, though without 

rv diſlike of cach other, yet principally for the ſake 

f ſetting themſelves tree from dependence on caprice or 

Liv athion, they ſoon retired into the country, and devoted 
Wir lives to rural buſineſs and diverſions. 

They had not much reaſon to regret the change of 

heir ſituation; for their vanity, why ch had fo long been 
rmented by ne: ect and difap pointme nt, was here Lra- 
which ted with every honour th: ? could be paid them. Their 


"OM? Jong familiarity with publick lite made them the oracles 
m3 all thoſe who àſpired to intelligence, or politeneſs, 
1h ay father dictated politicks, my mother preſcribed the 
e U 2 and it was ſufficient to entitle any tamily to foine 
OW onſideration, that they were known to viſit at Mrs. 

bu! bk 8. 


a it In this ſtate they were, to ſpeak in the ſtyle of no- 
npaßgvelias, made happy by the birth of your corretponde nt. 
55 My parents had no other child; I was therefore not 
cl Wbrow-beaten by a ſaucy brother, or loſt in a multitude 


e er cohcirefſes, whoſe fortunes being equal, would pro- 
cn dably have conferred equal merit, and procured cqual 
A regard; and as my mother was now old, my underſtand- 
2410 


mg and my perſon had fair play, my enquiries were not 
check ed, my advances rowards importance were not re- 
preſſed, and I was ſoon ſuffered to tell my own opinions, 


8 and early accuſtomed to hear my own praiſes. 
wen By theſe accidental advantages I was much exalted 
adove the young ladics with hom I converſed, and 
UT treated by them with great deference. I faw 


none 
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none who did not ſeem to confeſs my ſuperiority, anaſ&1d m. 
to be held in awe by the ſplendour of my appearance; ill ne 
for the fondneſs of my father made himſelf pleated ed, 
ſee me dreſſed, and my mother had no vanity nor e, at t. 
pences to hinder her from concurring with his incli. Ward, 3 
nations. f the 

Thus, Mr. Rambler, I lived without much defireMnemb: 
after any thing beyond the circle of our viſits; and here ient p 
I thould have quictly continued to portion out my time's de 
among my books, and my needle, and my company, had tene 
not my curioſity been every moment excited by the ccn.Mherct 


verſation of my parents, who, whenever they fit down{Wceepir 
to familiar prattle, and endcavour the entertainment d cxar! 
each other, immediately tranſport themſelves to London, Ne pl: 


and relate ſome adventure in a hackney-coach, fomeM 
frolick at a maſquerade, ſome converſation in the Park 
or ſome quarrel at an aſſembly; diſplay the magnis.{Wnd tt 
cence of a birth- night, relate the conqueſts of maids offWhe cc 
honour, or give a hiſtory of diverſions, ſhows, and en. 
tertainments, which I had never known but from than 
accounts. 

I am ſo well verſed in the hiſtory of the gay world, 
that I can relate, with great punctuality, the lives of al 
the laſt race of wits and beauties; can enumerate, with 
exact chronology, the whole ſucceſſion of celebrated 
ſingers, muſicians, tragedians, comedians, and harle- 
quins; can tell to the laſt twenty years all the changes of 
faſhion ; and am, indeed, a complete antiquary with re. 
ſpect to head- dreſſes, dances, and operas, 

You will eaſily imagine, Mr. Rambler, that I could 
not hear theſe narratives, for ſixteen years together, 
without ſuffering ſome impreſſion, and withing myſch 


nearer to thoſe places where every hour brings ſome ne 


? thing 
Wm in, 
Band 


pleaſure, and life is diverſified with an unexhauſted ſuc- Many 
ceſſion of felicity. Trelat 

indeed often aſked my mother why ſhe left a place Prod 
which the recollected with ſo much delight, and why ſhe s, 
did not viſit London once a year, like ſome other ladies, Wy 
and initiate me in the world by ſhowing me its amuſe- Wt mer 
ments, its grandeur, and its variety. But ſhe always 299! 
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„ ani d me that the days which the had ſeen were ſuch as 
ance; ill never come again; that all diverſion is now degene- 
ed tofWatcd, that the converſation of the preſent age is inſipid, 
r ex. lat their faſhions are unbecoming, their cuſtoms ab- 
incli. ird, and their morals corrupt; that there is no ray left 
f the genius which enlightened the times that the re- 
lefir embers ; that no one who had ſeen, or heard, the an- 
her: Micnt pertoimers, would be able to bear the bunglers of 
time his deſpicable age; and that there is now neither po- 
had teneſs nor pleaſure, nor virtue, in the world. She 
con. here fore aſſures me that ſhe conſults my happineſs by 
lown{Wceping me at home, for I thuuld now find nothing but 
nt off@exarion and diſguſt, and ſhe ſhould be aſhamed to ſce 
don, ne pleaſed with ſuch fopperics and trifles, as take up the 
ſomehoughts of the preſent ſet of young people. 
Park, With this anſwer I was kept quiet for ſeveral years, 


1115. nd thought it no great inconvenience to be contined to 
ds of he country, till laſt ſummer a young gentleman and his 


en. ¶ iſter came down to paſs a few months with one of our 
theirfWecighbours. They had generally no great regard for 
he country ladies, but diſtinguiſhed me by a particular 
orld, Meonplaiſance ; and, as we grew intimate, gave me ſuch 
of al detail of the elegance, the ſplendour, the mirth, the 
with appineſs of the town, that I am re ſolved to be no longer 
rated uried in ignorance and obſcurity, but to ſhare with 
rie- ther wits the joy of being admired, and divide with 
cer beauties the empire of the world. 
I do not find, Mr. Rambler, upon a deliberate and 


Impartial compariſon, that I am exceeded by Belinda in 


ou beauty, in wit, in judgment, in knowledge, or in any 
her, thing, but a kind of gay, lively familiarity, by which ſhe 


Wm ingles with ſtrangers as with perſons long acquainted, 
new and which cnables her to diſplay her powers without 
ſuc- any obtruction, hefitation, or confuſion. Yet ſhe can 

Wrelate a thouſand civilities paid to her in publick, can 
lace produce, from a hundred lovers, letters filled with prat- 
(he les, proteſtations, extaſics, and deſpair : has been handed 
lies, r dukes to her chair; has been the occaſion of innu- 
e- nerable quarrels; has paid twenty viſits in an after- 
'ays oon; been invited te ſix balls in an evening, and been 


forced 
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forced to retire to lodgings in the country from the! 
S * y 


importunity of courtſhip, and the fatigue of pleaſure. 

T tell you, Mr. Rambler, I will ftay here no longer, 
I have at laſt prevailed upon my mother to ſend me to 
town, and ſhall ſer out in three weeks on the grand ex- 
pedition. I intend to live in publick, and to crowd into 
the winter every pleaſure which money can purchate, 
and every honour which beauty can obtain, 


diſer 
jon, 


2 ! 
5 n ble 


D 


But this tedious interval how ſhall I endure? Can- 


not you alleviate the miſery of delay by ſome pleaſug 


read, I can talk, I can think of nothing elſe ; and if 
you will not ſoothe my impatience, heighten my ideas, 
and animate my hopes, you may write for thoſe who» 
have more leiſure, but are not to expect any longer the 


# if 
t10NC 
itſelf 

anne 
ng 1 
Iraw 


4 p i mend 
deſcription of the entertainments of the town ? I can 
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honour of being read by thoſe eyes which are now intent 


only on conqueſt and deſtruction. 
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Habebat ſæpe ducentos, | 
Sæpe decem fervos; modo reges atque tetrarchas 
Omnia magna loquens: modo, ſit mihi menſa triples, a 
Coneha ſalis puri, ettoga, quæ detendere frigus, | 
Quamvis craſſa, queat. Hook. 
Now: with two hundred flaves he crow!s his train; 
Now walks with ten, in high and haughtv ſtrain, 
At morn, of kings and governors he prates; 
At night— © a frugal tabic, O ye fates ! 
© A little ſhell, the ſacred ſalt to hold; 
And clothes, tho? coarſe, to keep me from the cold, 
| Fa Aaxcii. 


T has been remarked, perhaps, by every writer who 
has left behind him obſervations upon life, that no 
man is pleated with his preſent ſtate ; which prove 
equa!ly unſatisfactary, favs Horace, whether fallen upon 
by chance, or choſen with dchberation z we are alway! 
; dil uſtce 
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Wiſguſtcd with ſome circumſtance or other of our ſitua- 


jon, and i Iman TNg con- dition of others more abundant 
„Or lcts capolyd to calamities. 

This univerſal diicontent. has been generally men» 
toned with great ſeverity of ce nſure, as 1 in 
ſelf, ſince of two, ,cqually envious of cach other, both 
annot have the larger ſhars.of happiness, and as tend- 
ng to darken life with unneceſſary gloom, by with- 
Irawing our minds from the contemplation and enjoy- 


nent of that happineſs which our fate affords us, and 
J' hxing our attention upon forcign objects, which we only 


L1a.Þ 


n 


| criminal or ridiculous 


hold to depreſs ourlely es, and increaſe our milery by 
Toy urious CO! nparitons, N 

When this opinion of the felicity of others predomi- 
nates in the heart, fo as to excite reſolutions of obtain- 
ing, at whatever price, the condition to which ſuch 
tranſcendent privileges are ſuppoſed to be annexed ; 
when it burſts into action, and produces fraud, violence, 
nd injuſtice, it is to be purſucd with all the rigour of 
gal puniſh, nents. But while operating only upon the 
1 wog lits, it diſturbs none but lum who has happened to 
almit it, and, however it may interrupt content, makes 
no attack on piety or virtue, I cannot think it ſo far 
s, but that it may deſerve ſome piep, 
and admit ſcme excuſe. 

That all are equally happy, or miſerable, I ſup poſe 
none is f. . enthutiaſtical to maintain ; becauſe 
though we cannot judge of the condition of others, vet 
every man has found frequent vicithitudes in his own 


Ks 


3 ate, and muſt there fore be convinced that life is * 
uole of more or leſs felicity. 


What then ſhall forbid us 
to endeavour the alteration of that which is capable of 
being improved, and to graſp at augmentations of goed, 
When we know 1t poffible to be increaſed, and believe 
that any particular chanye of ſituation will increaſe it? 
If he that finds himſelf uneaſy may reaſonably make 
efforts to rid himſelf from vexation, all mankind have a 
{ufficient plea for ſome degree of reſtleſlneſs, and the 
fault ſeems to be little more than too much temerity of 


excluſion in favour of ſomething not yet experienced, 
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and too much readineſs to believe that the mitory whit 
our own paſſions and appetites produce, is brought ut 
us by accidental cauſcs and external efficients. 
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It is, indeed, frequently diſcovered by us, that n 


complained too haſtily of peculiar hardſhips, and in 
gined ourſelves diſtinguithed by embarraſſments, 
which other claſſes of men are equally entangled. V 
ofren change a lighter for a greater evil, and wiſh o. 
ſelves reſtored again to the ſtate from which we thov 
it deſirable to be delivered. But this knowledge, thou 
it is eaſily gained by the trial, is not always arttainad 
any other way; and that error cannot juſtly be 
proached, which reaſon could not obviate, nor prude 
avoid. 

To take a view at once diſtinct and comprehenſive 
human life, with all its intricacies of combination, ar 
varieties of connexion, is beyond the power of mortal it 
telligences. Of the ſtare with which practice hus 1 
acquainted us, we ſnatch a glimpſe, we diſcern a pott 
and regulate the reſt by paſſion, and by fancy, In d 
enquiry every favourite prejudice, every innate defire, 
buſy to deceive us. We are unhappy, at leaſt |: 
happy than our nature ſcems to admit; we neceſſar 
defire the melioration of our lot; what we defire, v 


very reaſonably ſeek, and what we ſeek we are naturalff 


eager to believe that we have found. Our confidence 
often diſappointed, but our reaſon is not convinced; a 
there is no man who does not hope for ſomething hie 
he has not, though perhaps his wiſhes lie unactive, b 


cauſe he foreſces the difficulty of attainment. As: 


mong the numerous ſtudents of Hermetick philoſopii 
not one appears to have deſiſted from the taſk of tran 
mutation from conviction of its impoſſibility, but fr 
wearincſs of toil, or impatience of delay, a broken bod 
or exhauſted fortune. 

Irt̃eſolution and mutability are often the faults of m 
whole views are wide, and whoſe imagination is vigor" 


and excurſive, becauſe the y cannot confine their though 


within their own boundaries of action, but are contin! 


ally ranging over all the ſcenes of human exiſtence, a 
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ſequently are often apt to conceive. that they fall upon 

regions of pleaſure, and ſtart new poſſibilities of 
| Wpineſs. Thus they are buſied with a perpetual fuc- 
Won of ſchemes, and paſs their lives in alternate elation 


't "ll forrow, for want of that calm and immoveable ac- 
MSWſcence in their condition by which men of ſlower 
„ Werſtandings are fixed for ever to a certain point, or 
e in the plain beaten track which their fathers and 
agres have trod before them. 
Gehe two conditions of life equally inviting to the proſ- 
1012, that will always have the diſadvantage which we 
12 Fc already tried; becauſe the evils which we have 
eve cannot extenuate; and-though we have, perhaps 
de nature, the power as well of aggravating the ca- 
ity which we fear, as of heightening the bleſſing we 
ne ct, yet in thoſe meditations which we indulge by 
„ice, and which are not forced upon the mind by ne- 
Oh ty, we have always the art of fixing our regard upon 


more pleaſant images, and ſuffer hope to diſpoſe the 
Polt ich we look upon futurity. 

ts by which we loo up uturity 

he good and ill of different modes of life are ſome- 


irc, Wes fo equally oppoſed, that perhaps no man ever yet 
te his choice between them upon a full conviction and 
Kar uate knowledge; and therefore fluftuation of will 
©, et more wonderful, when they are propoſed to the 
ur tion, than oſcillations of a beam charged with equal 
cnc ghts. The mind no ſooner imagines itſelf deter- 
3 "Wd by ſome prevalent advantage, than ſome conveni- 
whit e of equal weight is diſcovered on the other fide, and 
©, 2" reſolutions which are ſuggeſted by the niceſt exami- 
n are often repented as ſoon as they are taken. 

(op Wumcnes, a young man of great abilitics, inherited a 
tral We eſtate from a father long eminent in conſpicuous 
= lloyments. His father, haraſſed with competitions, 

UM 


perplexed with multiplicity of buſineſs, recommended 
quiet of a private ſtation with fo much force, that 
nenes for ſome years reſiſted every motion of ambiti- 
withes ; but being once provoked by the ſight of op- 
Hon, which he could not redreſs, he began to think it 
duty of an honeſt man to enable himſelf to protect 
ol. II. E others 
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others and gradually felt a deſire of greatneſs, e 
by a thouſand PEI of adyantage to his country, 
fortune placed him” in the ſcnate, his knowleds; 
eloquence advanced him at court, and he poſleſled 
authority and influence which he had reſolved to 
for the happinels of mankind, 

He now became acquainted with greatneſs, anc 
in a ſhort time convinced, that in proportion as the ¶ ame 
of doing well is enlarged, the temptations to do 
multiplied and enforced. He felt himſelf ev ery me 
in danger of being either ſeduced or driven from | 


H 


4 
neſt purpoſes. Sometimes a friend was to be ness 
and ſometimes a rival to be cruthed, by means whiQWWhavc 

. Conſcience could not approve. Sometimes he was ii. th: 


to comply with the prejudices of the publick, and Med, 


times with the ſchemes of the miniſtry. He » real 
degrees wearied with perpetual ſtruggles to unite er of 
and virtue, and went back to retirement as the th, an! 
innocence, perſuaded that he could only hope to nach 
mankind by a blameleſs example of private virtue. Neurioſ 
he ſpent ſome vears in tranquillity and beneficence WY, he : 
finding that corruption increaſed, and falſe opiniaW1d be 


government prevailed, he thought himſelf again Wh with 


moned to polts of publick truſt, from which nei. 
dence of his own weaknels again determined him o ma 

tire. y of 
Thus men may be made inconſtant by virtue ss it": 
vice, by too much or too little thought; yet inconlt of 1 
however dignificd by it's motives, is always to be Mply it' 
ed, becauſe life allows us but a ſmall time for enquiiW@nce. 
experiment; and he that ſteadily endeayours at WMvltir: 
lence, in whatever employment, will more bench procat 
kind than he that heſitates in chuſing his part ti any « 
called to the performance. The traveller that ret to th: 

follows. a rough and winding path will ſooner rcalions, 
end of his journey than. he that is always change 
direction, and waſtes the hours of day- light in ortun 
tor ſmeœother ground, and thorter paſlages. eterate 
ninithe' 
Wt not 
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eſſcd | i Ts + Lhe 

ton velle, et idem nolle, ea demum firma amicitia eſt. 
SALLus r. 

ane live in friendſhip is to have the ſame defires and the 

the ame av erſions. 


do 
Jm. HEN Socrates was building himſelf a houſe at 
m. Athens, being aſked by one that obſerved the 


eraWncſs of the deſign, why a man ſo eminent would 
wihave an abode more ſuitable to his digeiry * he re- 
vas l, that he ſhould think himſelf ſafficic ntly accom- 


ind Watcd, if he could ſee that narrow habitation filled 


e'\ real friends. Such was the opinion of this great 
ite er of human life concerning the infrequency of 
th, an union of minds as might deſerve the name of 


ndſhip, that, among the multitudes whom vanity” 
urioſity, civility or veneration, crouded about 
he did not expect that very ſparious apartment 
ld be neceſſary to contain all that ſhould revard 
with fincere Kindneſs, or adhere to him with ſteady 
ity. 

jo many qualities are indeed requiſite to the poſh: + 
y of friendſhip, and ſo many accidents muſt con- 
to it's riſe and it's continuance, that the grcateſt 
t of mankind content themſelves without it, and 
ply it's place as they can, with mtereſt and de- 
dance. | 


Tl 
aln 


im! 
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procation of benevolence, as they are incapacitated 
any other clevated excellence by perperual atten- 
to their intereſt, and unreſiſting ſubjection to their 
lions. Long habits may ſuperinduce inability to 
y any defire, or repreſs, by ſuperior motives, the 
ortunities of any immediate vratific: ion, and an 
cterate fclfiſhneſs will imagine all advantages 
nnthed in proportion as they are communicated. 

But not only this hateful and contirmed corruption, 


t many varieties of diſpoſition, not inconfifient 
E — Witt. 
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lultitudes are unqualified for a conſtant and warm 
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with common degrees of virtue, may exclude frieny 
ſhip from the heart. Some ardent enough in th 
benevolence, and defective neither in officiouſn 
nor liberality, are mutable aud uncertain, foon ; 
tracted by new objects, diſguſted without offence, a 
alicnated without enmity. Others are ſoft and fg 
ible, eaſily influenced by reports or whiſpers, rea 
to catch alarms from every dubious circumſtance, a 
to liften to every ſuſpicion which envy and flatte 
ſhall ſuggeſt; to follow the opinion of —_ contide 
adviſer, and move by the impulſe of the laſt breat 
Some are impatient of contradiction, more willi 
to go wrong by their own judgment, than to be i 
debted for a better or ſafer way to the ſagacity of af 
other: inclined to conſider counſel as inſult, and e 
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quiry as want of confidence; and to confer their fami 
gard on no other terms than unreſerved ſubmiſſi g as 
and implicit compliance. Some are dark and involv:8Wr and 
equally careful to conceal good and bad purpoſes, aWM To t 
pleaſed with producing effects by inviſible means, «MM uni 
ſhewing their deſign only in it's execution. OthqWnſpic: 
are univerſally communicative, alike open to cv]Mrnme 
eye, and ae: profuſe of their own ſecrets and th erate 
of others, without the neceſſary vigilance of cauti or th. 
or the honeſt arts of prudent integrity; ready to mes 
cuſe without malice, and to betray without treachen{Wntrar 
Any of theſe may be uſeful to the community, cher 


paſs through the world with the reputation of goyroper 


purpoſes and uncorrupted morals, but they are lea 
for cloſe and tender intimacies. He cannot proper d of 
be choſen for a friend whoſe kindneſs is exhaled It 


it's own warmth, or frozen by the firſt blaſt of ſla vate 
der; he cannot be @ uſeful counſellor who will ly. wh 
no opinion but his own; he will not much invite ident 
hdence whoſe principal maxim is to ſuſpeEt ; nor cWrivac 
the candour and frankneſs of that man be mucin cor 
eſteemed who ſpreads his arms to human-kind, yes v 
makes every man, without diſtinction, a denizen of pon 
boſon. ute 
That friendſhip may be at once fond and laſtim van 
then 
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fri. muſt not only be equal virtue on each part, but 
n we of the ſame kind; not only the ſame end myſt 
ung propoſed, but the ſame means muſt be approved by 
"on th. We are often, by ſuperficial accompliſhments 
e, a accidental endcarments, induced to love thoſe 
1 tom we cannot eſteem; we are ſometimes, by great 
rcaßhhlties, and inconteſtible evidences of virtue, com- 
e, led to eſteem thoſe whom we cannot love. But 
latte ndſhip, compounded of eſteem and love, derives 
nice em one it's tenderneſs, and it's permanence from the 
"ca cr; and therefore requires not only that it's can- 
vill tes ſhould gain the judgment, but that they ſhould 
ra the affections; that they ſhould not only be 
ot n in the day of diſtreſs, but gay in the hour of 
d ey; not only uſcful in exigencies, but pleaſing 
familiar life; their preſence ſhould give cheerful- 
110088; as well as courage, and diſpel alike the gloom of 
ohe er and of mclancholy. 
To this mutual complacency is generally requiſite 
uniformity of opinions, at leaſt of thoſe active and 
nſpicuous principles which diſcriminate parties in go- 
rnment, and ſects in religion, and which every day 
berate more or leſs on the common bulineſs of life. 


„ U 
the 
CVE 


aß or though great tenderneſs has, perhaps, been ſome- 
. mes known to continue between men eminent in 
len 


ntrary factions, yet ſuch friends are to be ſhewn 
ther as prodigies than examples; and it is no more 
roper to regulate our conduct by tuch inſtances, than 
=P a precipice, becauſe ſome have fallen from it 
nd eſcaped with life. 

It cannot but be extremely difficult to preſerve 
Wrivate Kindneſs in the midſt of publick oppoſition, 
which will neceſſarily be involved a thouſand in- 
dent; extending their influence to converſation and 
drivacy. Men engaged, by moral or religious motives, 
n contrary parties will, generally look with different 
yes upon every man, and decide almoſt every queſtion 
pon different principles. When ſuch occaſions of diſ- 
ute happen, to comply is to betray our cauſe, and to 
naintain friendſhip by ceaſing to deſerve it; to be ſilent, 
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is to loſe the happineſs and dignity of independence, 
live in perpetual conſtraint, and to deſert, if not to betraf 1 
and who ſhall determine which of two friends ſhall yi, 
where neither belicves himſelf miſtaken, and both c 
feſs the importance of the queſtion ? What then rena 
but contradiction and debate? and from thoſe what c 
be expected but acrimony and vehemence, the in} 
ſence of triumph, the yexation of defeat, and, 
time, a wearineſs of conteſt, and an cxtinction of | 
nevolence? Exchange of cndearments and intercou 
of civility may continue, indeed, as boughs may | 
a while be verdant, when the root 1s wounded ; 
the poiſon of diſcord is infuſed, and though the cou 
tenanee may preſerve it's ſmile, the heart is harden: 
and contracting. 
That man will not be long agreeable whom we 
only in times of ſeriouſneſs 3 ſeverity ; and ther, 
Fore, to maintain the ſoftneſs and ſerenity of bena 
lence, it is neceſſary that friends partake  cach ot! 
pleaſures as well as cares, and be led to the ſame 
verſions by fimilitude of taſte. This is, however, 
to be conlidered as equally indiſpenſable with conf 
mity of principles, becauſe any man may . | 
cording to. the precepts of Horace, reſign the £1 
cations of-taſte ro the humour of another; : and Erie 
ſhip may well deſerve the ſacrifice of plcalure, thou; 
not of conſcience. 
It was once confeſſed to me, by a painter, that | 
profeſſor of his art ever loved another. This declarat 
is ſo far juſtitied by the knowledge of life, as to d. 
the hopes of warm and ce nſtant triendihip bete 
men whom their ſtudies have made competitors, 
whom every favourer and every cenfurer are how 
inciting againſt each other. The utmoſt i 
that experience can warrant, is, that they ſhould for 
bear open hoſtilities and ſecret machinations, ant 
when the whole fraternity is attacked, be able to un: 
againſt a common foc. Some, however, though feu, 
may perhaps be found, in whom emulation Has no 
been able to overpower ocneroſity, who arc diſtinguih 
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from lower beings by nobler motives than the love 
Fame, and can preſerve the ſarced flame of fricnd- 
from the gults of pride, and the rubbiih of in- 
eſt. | ] 

riendſhip 1s ſeldom laſting but between equals, or 
ere the ſuperiority on one fide is reduced by ſome 
ivalent advantage on the other. Benefits which 
not be repaid, and obligations which cannot be dif- 
arged, are not commonly found to increaſe affection; 
y excite gratitude indeed, and heighten veneration, 
t commonly take away that caſy freedom, and fami- 


= rity of intercourſe, without which, though there 
— = - * o " . 

de fidelity, and zeal, and admiration, there can- 
4 t be friendſhip, Thus imperfe& are all carthly 


WE ilings; the great effect of friendſhip is beneticence, 
—_— by the firſt act of uncommon kindneſs it is endan- 
by Wred, like plants that bear their fruit and die. Yet this 

aderation ought not to reſtrain bounty, or repreſs 
pa ſlion, for duty is to be preferred before conve- 
8 nce; and he that loſes part of the pleaſures of friend- 
ei by his generoſity, gains in it's place the gratula- 
n of his conſcience. 


—ůů——— 
No. LXV. TUESDAY, OCTOBER zo, 1750. 


Garrit aniles 
Ex re fab ellas. Hos. 


The cheerful] ſage, when ſolemn dictates fail, 
Conceals the moral counicl in a tale. 


BIDAH, the ſon of Abenſina, left the caravanſcra 
early in the morning, and purſued his journey 
rough the plains of Indoſtan. He was freth ind vi- 
rous with reſt; he was animated with hope ; he was 
cited by defire; he walked ſwiftly forward over the 
allies, and ſaw the hills gradually riſing before him. 
s he paſſed along, his ears were delighted with the 
oruing ſong ofthe bird of paradiſe, he was fanned by 

die 


A 


— — — 
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che laſt flutters of the ſinking breeze, and ſprinkled wh 
dew by groves of ſpices; he ſometimes contemplated t Hoe 
towering height of the oak, monarch of the hills; 2 cd al 
ſometimes caught the gentle fragrance of the primro; ing tl 
eldeſt daughter of the ſpring: all his ſenſes were grat ** 


fied, and all care was baniſhed from his heart. 


Thus he went on till the ſun approached bis mer? n 
dian, and the increaſing heat preyed upon his ſtrengi i © 
he then looked round about him for ſore more comme _—_ 
dious path. He ſaw, on his right-hand, a grove th 
ſeemed to;wave it's ſhades as a fign of invitation; he s 
tered it, and found the coolneſs and verdure irreſiſtible 
pleaſant. He did not, however, forget whither he » Sh 


travelling, but found a narrow way bordered wit 
flowers, which appcarcd to have the ſame direction wii 
the main road, and was pleaſed that, by this happy « 


periment, he had found means to unite pleaſure vit he ' 
buſineſs, and to gain the rewards of diligence without 55 
ſuffering it's fatigues. He therefore ſtill continued: * 


walk, for a time, without the leaſt remiſſion of his x 
dour, except that he was ſometimes tempted to ſtop b 
the muſick of the birds, whom the hcat had affeinb!c 
in the -ſhades; and ſometimes amuſed himſelf wit 
plucking the flowers that covered the banks on eith:]if * 


tides, or the fruits that hung upon the branches. 4 ehe 
laſt the green path began to decline from it's firſt tes 1 
dency, and to wind among hills and thickets, coold Sas 
with fountains, and murmuring with water-falls. He: 
Obidah pauſed for a time, and began to conſider whe Ms os 
ther it were longer fafe to forſake the known and con: 1 v 
mon track; but remembering that the heat was now | rat 
it's greateſt violence, and that the plain was duſty at ge 


uneven, he refolved to purſue the new path, which it 
ſuppoſed only to make a few meanders, in compliand 
with the varieties of the ground, and to end at laſt in ti 
common road. 

Having thus calmed his ſolicitude, he renewed b 
pace, though he ſuſpe&ed that he was not gaining 
ground. This uneaſineſs of his mind inclined him 
lay hold on every new object, and give way to eve! 

ſenſardt 
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don that might ſooth or divert him. He liſtened to 
©d ccho, he mounted every hill for a freſh proſpet, he 
ad aſide to every caſcade, and pleaſed himſelf with 


= ing the courſe of a gentle river that rolled among the 
, and watered a large region with innumerable cir- 
Sa rolutions. In theſe amuſements the hours paſſed 
mer uncounted, his deviations had perplexed his me- 
_ and he knew not towards what point to travel. 


” Wood penſive and confuſed, afraid to go forward leſt 
ould go wrong, yet conſcious that the time of loi- 
ne ng Was now paſt, While he was thus tortured with 
na; Mertainty, the ſky was overſpread with clouds, the 
Wy vaniſhed from before him, and a ſudden tempeſt 


I, ered round his head. He was now rouſed by his 
u eer co a quick and painful remembrance of his folly ; 
yo ſaw how happineſs is loſt when eaſe is conſult- 
he lamented the unmanly impatience that prompted 
ho to ſeek ſhelter in the grove, and deſpiſed the petty 
ned ity that led him on from trifle to trifle, While he 
\is u £05 reflecting, the air grew blacker, and a clap of 
op b nder broke his meditation. . N 

ble now reſolved to do what remained yet in his 


cr, to tread back the ground which he had paſſed, 
i, try to find ſome iſſue where the wood might open 
te plain. He proftrated himſelf on the ground, 
Ne commended his life to the Lord of nature. He roſe 
oe <onfidence and tranquillity, and preſſed on with his 
He in his hand, for the beaſts of the deſert were in 
tion, and on every hand were heard the mingled 


he. | 
. vis of rage and fear, and ravage and expiration; all 
ou horrors of darkneſs and ſolitude ſurrounded him: 


MF winds roared in the woods, and the torrents tumbled 
hn the hills — 
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Work'd into ſudden rage by wint'ry ſhow'rs, 
Down the ſteep hill the roaring torrent pours ; 
The mountain ſhepherd hears the diftant noiſe. 


5 


Thus forlorn and diſtreſſed, he wandered through t 
wild, without knowing whither he was going, or ub 
ther he was cvery moment drawing nearer to ſafety | 
to deſtruttion. At length not fear but labour began 
overcame him; his breath grew ſhort, and his kne 
trembled; .and he was on the point of lying down | 
reſignation to his fate, when he beheld through t 
brambles the glimmer of a taper. He advanced towar 
the light, and finding that it proceeded from the cott: 
of a hermit, he called humbly at the door, and obtain 

admiſſion. The old man ſet before him ſuch proviſin 
as he had collected for himſelf, on which Obidah f 
with cagernefs and, gratitude. 

When the repaſt was over—*, 

© mit, by what chance thou haſt been brought hithe 
© I have been now twenty years an inhabitant of: 
* wilderneſs, in which I never ſaw a man before. 0! 
dah then related the occurences of his journey, with 
any concealment or palliation. 
s Son,” ſaid the hermit, * let the errors and follie 
the dangers and eſcape, of this day, fink deep intot 
Remember, my fon, that human life is 
We riſe in the morning of you! 
vigour and full of expectation ; we ſet forw? 
with ſpirit and hope, with gaiety and with diligenc 
and travel on. a while in the ſtraight road of picty! 
wards the manſions of reſt, 
our fervour, and endeavour to find ſome mitigation 
our duty, and ſome more caſy means of obtaining 
We then relax our vigour, and retolve 
longer to be terrified with crimes at a diſtance, | 
rely upon our own conſtancy, and venture to appro! 
what we reſolve never to touch. 
bowers of eaſe, and repoſe in the ſhades of ſecvr! 
Here the heart ſoftens, and vigilance ſubſides; e. 

2 


Tell me, ſaid the he 


In a ſhort time We ren 


We thus enter? 
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then willing to enquire whether another advance cannot 
de made, and whether we may not, at leaſt, turn 8 
our eyes upon the gardens of pleaſure, We ap- 
proach them with ſcruple and heſitation; we enter 
| them, but enter timourous and trembling, and al- 
chu ways hope to paſs through them without loſing the 
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_— I ad of virtue, which we for a while keep in our 7 
ſor WY bght, and to which we propoſe to return. But A 
gan! temptation ſuccecds temptation, and one compliance by. 
ine prepares. us for another; we in time Joſe the happi- 2 
wn neſs of innocence, and ſolace our diſquiet with ſen- 8 
þ BY ſual- gratincations. By degrees we let fall the re- Y 
var memberance of our original intention, and quit the bo 
or: only adequate object of rational deſire. We entan- 1 
angle ourſelves in buſineſs, immerge ourſelves in lux- A 
viſe ury, and rove through the labyrinths of inconſtancy, A 


©» FE 
BI 


ah till the darkneſs of old age begins to invade us, and 

diſeaſe and anxiety obſtruct our way. We then 
ehe book back upon our lives with horror, with ſorrow, 
+]; 0 with repentance; and wiſh, but too often vainly 
of 1 — that we had not foren the ways of — 


. 
enn TL 7 A 


0-08 Happy are they, my ſon, who ſhall learn from thy 
| oF example not to deſpair, but ſhall remember, that 
though the day is paſt, and their ſtrength is waſted, 
de there yet remains one effort to be made: that re- 
tot formation is never hopeleſs, nor ſincere endeayours | 


ever unafliſted; that the wanderer may at length 
return after all his errors; and that he who im- 
plores ſtrength and courage from above, ſhall find 
danger and. difficulty give way before him. Go 
now, my fon, to thy repoſe; commit thyſelf to the 
care ot 9 and, when the morning 


calls again te tail, begin anew thy journey and ty 
life. 
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No. LXVI. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3, re 
n. 

Fe p 
Wc det 


Pauci dignoſcere poſſunt 
Vera bona, atque illis multum diverſa, remota 


Erroris nebula, Joy, a. 
unat 
— — How few hear 
Know their own good ; or, knowing it, purſue? Ns. 
How void of reaſon are our hopes and fears? which 
DzvyDIN. Meet 
1 25 folly of human wiſhes and purſuits has ah * 1 
been a ſtanding ſubject of mirth and declama WM... 1c. 
and has been ridiculed and lamented from age to Micne 
ull perhaps the fruitleſs repetition of complaints Mie 2 
cenſures may be juſtly numbered among the ſubjet ie e 
cenſure and complaint. ly ju 
Some of theſe inſtructors of mankind have not - nos 
tented themſelves with checking the overflows of ne t 
fon, and lopping the exuberance of defire, but emp} 
attempted to 1 the root as well as the brand ar. 
and not only to confine the mind within bounds, b. pre 
ſmooth it for ever by a dead calm. They have . a | 
ployed their reaſon and eloquence to perſuade us, 'Whrers 
nothing is worth the wiſh of a wiſe man; have ee 
ſented all earthly good and evil as indifferent, and eis 
ed, among vulgar errors, the dread of pain, and the cond 
of life. | Is his 
It is almoſt always the unhappineſs of a viftorWhimon 
diſputant, to deftroy his own authority by clainWuyh 
too _ conſequences, or diffuſing his propoſition: ot! 
an indefenſible extent. When we have heated Wn th 
zeal in a cauſe, and clated our confidence with ſuc call 
we are naturally inclined to purſue the ſame tran diſcs 
reaſoning, to eſtabliſh ſome collateral truth, to ren ting 
ſome adjacent difficulty, and to take in the whole he 
prehenſion of our ſyſtem. As a prince, in the ese 


of acquiſition, is willing to ſecure his firſt conquet 
the addition of another, add fortreſs to fortreſs, 
city to city, till deſpa and opportunity turn his 
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s upon bim, and he loſes in a moment the glory of a 


s If 

N. 

ue philoſophers having found an eaſy victory over 
le defires which we produce in ourſelves, and which 
vy, Wvinate in ſome imaginary ſtate of happineſs unknown 


| unattainable, procee -ded to make further inroads upon 

heart, and attacked at laſt our ſenſes and our in- 

e? ts. They continued to war upon nature with arms, 

which only folly could be conquered; they therefore 

the trophies of their former combats, and were con- 
red no longer with reverence or regard. 

et it cannot be with juſtice deiwcd, that theſe men 

e been very uſeful monitors, and have left many proots 

trong reaſon, deep penetration, and accurate attention 

the affairs of life, which it is now our buſineſs to ſe- 


Nec ue from the foam of a boiling imagination, and to 

y judiciouſly to our own uſe. They have ſhewn 
"= 3 of the conditions of life which raiſe the envy 
of | 


the timorous, and roule the ambition of the daring, 
empty thows of felicity, which, when they become 
tar, loſe their power of delighting; and that the 
it proſperous and exalted have very few advantages 
a meaner and more obſcure fortune, when their 
gers and ſolicitudes are balanced againſt their equi - 
re, their banquets, and their palaces. 

t is natural for every man uninſtructed to murmur at 
condition, becauſe in the general infelicity of life he 
„ his own miſcriecs, without knowing that they are 


DO 
nmon to ail the reſt of the ſpecies; and therefore, 


lain eh he will not be lefs ſenſible of pain by being told 
core: others are cqually tormented, he will at leaſt be freed 
ed Wn the rempration of ſecking, by perpetual changes, 
ſuc: t eaſe which is nowhere to be found; and, though 
Tall diſcaſe ſtill continues, he elcapes the ES of exaſ- 
ren ting it by remedies. 

e he gratifications which a\luence of wealth, extent 
you Power, and eminence of reputation, confer, muſt be 
ues ays by their own nature confined to a very {mall num- 
ſs, and the life of the greater part of mankind muſt be 


ia empty wiſhes aud painful compariſons, were not 
OL, II. F the 
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the balm of philoſophy ſhed upon us, and our diſcor: 
at {me aPPLArances 5 an unequal Arbe tion, lootiicd 


= 1 perhaps, below the dignity of the 


maſters of moral lea. ning to deſcend to familiar lie, 


caution mankind ag ainſt that petty ambition u! 


known among us by the name of Vanity; which vet 
been an undertak ing not unworthy of the longeſt 
and moft folemn auſterity For thou, rh the p ion 


little minds, acting in low ations, do not ll the 


with bloodſhed he” devaſtations, or maik by great « 


the periods of time, yet they torture the bre Fe on 


they ſcize, infeſt thoſe that are placed within ther 
of their intl. uence, dettroy Private QuICt and; UIDEW 
tue, and undermine intenfibiy the happineſs of 


Wor d. 


The deſire of excellence is laudable, but is very 
quently il! dircctes We fall, by chance, into | 


claſs of mankind ; 1 without confultipg nature « 


dom, reſolve to gain their regard by thoſe qualities v! 


they happen to eſteem. 1 once knew a man rema 
11 


dim-ſighted, who, by conxverfing much with coun! 
genticmen, found himſelf irreliftibly determined | 


1, 


van honours. [1s great am! y- was to thoot t: 
and he therefore {peat whole days in the woods pur! 
game; which, before Ne was near enough to lee tl 


his approach frighted away. 


. hen it happens that the defire tends to objects w! 
produce no competition, it may be overlooked v yy 


indulgence; 3 however f. uitleſs or abſurd, ! 


not have ill effects upon the morals. But moſt of 
enjovments owe their value to the poculia rity of po 
fon, 2nd es whe y are rated at too high a value, 
becation to [tra 1s of malignity, and incite oppo 
hatred, and If. | nation. The conteſt of two rural 


if 
» ty 


tics tor preference and diftinftion is often ſufkic! 
keen and rancorous to fill their _ with all the! 


ſions which are gener all v thooght tie curſe only 


nates, of armies, and of courts; Ivy the rival dand 
an obicure ailembly have their partiſans and abetto! 
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ot cſs exaſperated againſt each other than thoſe d ho 
cor: promoting the intereſts of rival monarchs. 
i is common to conſider thoſe whom we find infected 

an unrcafonable regard for trifling accompliſhments, 
e + MMchargeable with all the conſequences of their folly, 
fe, is the authors of their own unhappineſs; but, per- 
lie ;, thoſe whom we thus ſcorn or deteſt, have more 
vet im to tenderneſs than has been vet allowed them. Be- 
© be we permit our ſeverity to break looſe upon any fault 
110 error, we ought ſurely to conſider how much we have 
1 tenanced or promoted it. We fſce multitudes buty 
te he purſuit of riches, at the expence of wiſdom and of 
hee, but we fee the reſt of mankind approving their 
CI duct, and inciting their cagernels, by paving that re- 
att and defercace to wealth which witdom and virtue 
of can deſerve. We ſee women univerſally jealous of 


reputation of their beauty, and frequently look with 
| | 


* * 0 a . ' * " 
>; cm pt on the care with which they ſtudy their com- 
0 | ions, endeavour to preſerve or to ſupply the bloom 
Of youth, regulate every ornament, twiſt rheir hair into 


s, and ſhade their faces from the weather. We re- 
mend the care of their nobler part, and tell them how 
ount e addition is made by all their arts to the graces of 
W mind. But when was it known that female gooduets 


- WM knowledge was able to attract that oficiouſnets, or in- 
urt e that ardour which beaury produces whenever it ap- 


ther: And with what hope can we endeavour to per- 
le the ladies, that the time ſpent at the toilet is loſt 


su W vanity, when they have every moment ſome new con- 
th oa; that their 1ntereſt is more cHectually promoted 
, It a ribband well diſpoſed, than by the brighteſt act of 


{Win c:cry inſtance of vanity it will be found, that the 
e, de ſousht to be thared among more than it generally 
or ches; all who exalt trifles by immoderate praiſe, or 
date necdleſs emulation by invidious incitements, are 
„bc conſidered as perverters of reaſon, and corrupters 
„eme world ; and ſince every man is obliged to promote 


0 rOIC virtue ? 


1 bineſs and virtue, he ſhould be careful not to miſlead 
eh ey minds, by appearing to ſer too high a value upon 
107: Wi by which no real excellence 15 conferred. 
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Exiles, the proverb ſays, ſubſiſt on hope; tificat 
Deluſive hope ſtil] points to diſtant good, cher 
To good that mocks approach. Dee lo! 
| faint 
THERE is no temper ſo generally indulged as H ab: 
other paſſions operate by ſtarts on particular 0c t witl 
ſions, or in certain parts of life; but hope begins; fight 
the firſt power of comparing our actual with our po pluck 
ſtate, and attends us through every ſtage and period, ad, 
ways urging us forward to new acquiſitions, and ho! ed at 


birds 
(1:1 WW 7 


out ſome diſtant blefſins to our view; ; promiſing us ct! 
relief from pain, or increaſe of happineſs. 


Hope is necefſary in every condition. The miſt aſures 


of poverty, of ſickneſs, of captivity, would, withour! whi 
comtort, be inſupportable; nor does it appear tha [ adv; 
happieſt lot of terreſtrial exiſtence can ſet us 50 ou 
want of this general blefling; or that life, when the g joy a 
of nature and of fortune are accumulated upon it, we i kt the 
not ſtill be wretched, were it not elevated and de lig lengt 
by the expectation of ſome new poſſeſſion, of ſome * | ex, 
joyment yet behind, by which the wiſh ſhall be at a fo 
ſatisſied, and the heart filled up to its utmoſt extent, ey 
Hope 1s indeed very fallacious, and promiſes whit e for 
ſeldom gives; but its promiſes are more valuable t re WI 
the gifts of fortune, and it ſeldom fruſt rates us with ir cor 
aſſuring us of recompenſing the delay by a gre the 
bounty. 10{ity 
was muſing on this ſtrange inclination which cvWile t: 
man feel; to deceive himſelf, and con! ſideripg the ac! th tro 
tages and dangers procceding from this gay proſpe nn 
futurity, * hen, falling afleep, on a ſud den I found mW the: 
ſelf placed | in a garden, of which my ſight could delcri t h 


no limits. Every ſcene about me was gay and gladion len 
light with ſunſhine, and fragrant with perfumes; ion 


greg 


* 1 | 
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und was painted with all the variety of ſpring, and 
the choir of nature was ſinging in the groves. When 
a recovered from the firſt raptures with which the 
= fon of pleature.had for a time entranced me, I be- 
71 Wh to take a particular and deliberate view of this de- 
ful region. I then perceived that I had vet higher 
tiſicatious to expect, and that, at a ſmall diſtance from 
, there were brighter flowers, clearer fountains, and 
re lofty groves; where the birds, which I yer heard 
faintly, were exerting-all the power of melody. The 
s about me were heautiful with verdure, and frag- 
t with blofloms; but I was tempted to leave them by 
hght of ripe fruits, v hich ſeemed to hang only to 
plucked. I therefore walked haſtily forwards, but 
nd, as I procecded, that the colours of the ficld 
ed at my approach, the fruit fell before I reached it, 
birds flew (till ſinging before me, and though I pref- 
onward with great celerity, I was ſtill in ſight of 
aſures of which I could not vet gain the pofletſion, 
which ſeemed to mock my diligence, and to retire 
| advanced. 
Though I was confounded with ſo many alternations 
joy and grief, I yet peritcd to go forward, in hopes 
at theſe fugitive delights would in time be overtaken, 
length I ſaw an innumerable multitude of every age 
L ſex, who ſcemed all to partake of fome general felt- 
for every cheek was fluſhed with confidence, and 
ry eve ſparkled with eagerneſs: yet each appeared to 
ve ſome particular and fecret pleat! ure; and verv few 
re willing to communicate their intentions, or extend 
Ir concern beyond themi-lves Moſt of them ſcemed, 
the rap! litv 05 their motion, ron uly 10 rratifv 1 
n0iity of a ſtranger; and therefore 1 was content for a 
e to gaze upon BO. Wit Hock nterrupting them 
nn trouble ſome enquiries. At laſt be obler ved one man 
en with time, and unable to ſtruggle in the crowd; 
therefore luppoting him more at ciſure, began to 
{At him; but he turned from me with anyrer, and told 
he muſt not be diſturbed, tor the great hour of pro- 
eon was now come, when Mercury ſhould loſe his 
1 F 3 wings, 
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wings, and Slavery ſhould no longer dig the mine! 
old. 
J left him and attempted another, whoſe ſoftneſ 
mien and eaſy movement gave me reaſon to hope f 
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more agreeable reception; but he told me, with a 0 


bow, that nothing would make him more happy that 
opportunity of ſerving me, which he could not n 
want; for a place which he had been twenty vears | 
citing would be ſoon vacant. From him I had rc 
to the next, who was departing in haſte to take p 
ſion of the eſtate of an uncle, who by the courſe of 
ture could not live long, He that followed was pre; 
ing to dive for treaſure in a new-1nvented bell; and 
other was on the point of difcovering the donde 
Being thus rejected whereſoever J applied myſelf 


information, began to imagine it beſt to deſiſt from « 


quiry, and try What my own obſervation would d. 
ver; but ſceing a young man gay and thoughtleſs, ! 
ſolved upon one more experiment, and was inforn 
that I was in the garden of Hope, the daughter of T 
fire, and that all thoſe whom I faw thus tumultuc 
buſtling round me, were incited by the promiſes 
Hope, and haſtening to ſeize the gifts which the held 
her hand. 

I turned my ſight upward, and ſaw a goddeſs 1 * | 
bloom of youth, fitting on a throne; around her lay al 
gifts of fortune, and all the bleſſings of life were fon 
abroad to view; ſhe had a perpetual gaicty of aſpect, : 
every one im agined that her ſmile, which was impart 
and general, was directed to himſelf, and triumphed 1 
his own ſuperiority to others, who had conceived ti 
ſame conlidence from the ſame miſtake, 

] then mounted an eminence, from which I hat} 
more extenſive view of the whole place, and could 


leſs perplexity conſider the different conduct of the crov 


- 


that filled it. From this ſtation I oblerved, that the &4 


trance into the garden of Hope was by two gates, orc 
which Was kept by Reaſon, and the other by F wy 
Reaſon was ſurly and (crupulous, and ſeldom turned 
key without many interrogatorics, and long helitatin 
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mine Fancy was a kind and gentle portreſs; ſhe held her 
> Vi de open, and welcomed all -qually to the diſtrick 
tneſ Icr her fu; ECUNERGENCY 3 ſo that the pallage Was 
pe f vded by all thoſe who either feared the examination 
h a deaſon, or had been rejected by her. 
that 'rom-the gate of Reaton there was a way to the throne 
Ot x lope, by a craggy, ſhppery, and winding path, called 
ars Streizht of Di. ulty, winch thoſe who entered with 
CC peumitſion of the guard endeavoured to climb. But 
pu t ugh they ſurveyed the way very cheerfully betore 
of iv began to riſe, and marked out the ſeveral ſtages of 
pre: t ir progreſs, they commonly found n cred obſta- 
ind a 00 s, and were obliged frequently to ſtop on the ſudden, 
, » ere they imagined the way plain and e A hows 
(e|f d intricacies embartaſſed them, a chains ind | flips threw 
ome ul m back, and a thouſand pitfals impeded their advance. 
die formidable were the danyers, and fo frequent the miſ- 
1 [ ages, that many returned from the firſt attempt, and 
or Wny fainted in the midſt of the wav; and only a very 
number were led up to the ſummit of Hope, by the 
10 got Fortitude. Of theſe few, the greater part, when 
ſes had obtained the gift wh * Hope had promiſed 
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m, re zretted the labour which it coll and felt in their 
ceſs the regret of diſappointment; the reſt retired with 
ir prize, and were led by Wiſdom to the bowers of 
pnrenr, 

Turning then towards the gate of Fancy, I could find 
way to the feat of Hope: but though the far full in 
w, and held out her gifts with an air of invitation, 
Nen filled every heart with rapture, the mountain was 
that ſide inaccethibly ſteep, but ſo channelled and ſhad+ 


, that none Percet\ ed the impoſſibility of aſcending it, 


It each imagined himlelf to have diſcovered a way to 
hich the reft were ſtrangers. Many expedicnts were 
iced tried by this induſtrious tribe, of whom ſome were 
aking themiclves wings, which others were contriving 
actuate by the perperual motion. But with all their 
bour, and all their artifices, they never role above the 
ound, or quickly fell back; nor ever approached the 
rone 1 Hope, but continued ſull to gaze at a — 
all 


3 
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and laughed at the Now provreſs of thoſe whom there di 
toiling in the Strero/it of Diftontty, crowe 
Part of the favourites of Fancy, when thev had; ; VIgU 
tered the garden, without making, like the reſt, a 
tempt to climb the mountain, turned unmediately t 1 905 
vale of Idleneſs, a calm and undiſturbed retire * 
from whence they could always have Hope in pro | comn 
and to which they plcaſed themſelves with belier! own 
ſhe intended ſpecdily to deſcend, Theſe were 9 ³ 
{corned by all the reſt; but they ſcemed very litt Wk 
fected by conte mpr, advice. or reproof, but were rel * 5 
to expect at eaſe the favour of the roddels. ind 
Among this gay race I was wandering, and f! 
them ready to anſwer all my queſtions, and willi 2 
communicate their mirth; but turning round, I ſaw! Ihen 
dreadful monſters entering the vale, one of whom IH 
to be Age, and the other Want. Sport and reve! mY 
were now at an end, and an univerſal ſhrick of af“ 
and diſtreſs burſt out and awaked me. a oe 
Y 
3 us 
the 
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Viwendun refte, cum propter plurima, tunc his his 
Precipuc cauſis, ut linguas mancipiorum die 
Contemnas; nam lingua mal: pars peſſima fervi. ]! MO: 

Let vs live well: were it alone for this, 1 

The baneſul tongues of ſervants to deſpiſe: ate 
Slander, that worſt of poiſons, ever finds EY 

An ealy entrance to 1gnoble minds, Hervey. Pal 

HE younger Pliny has very. juſtly obſerved, As t 
actions that deſerve our attention, the moſt tplen t ha 

are not always the greateſt. Fame, wonder, and : a 
piauſe, are not excitzd but by external and adventit chi; 
circumſtances, often diſtinct and ſeparate from virtue 5 = 
heroiſm. Eminence of ſtation, greatneſs of effect YEP 
all the favours of fortunc, muſt concur to place ex to, | 


Icace in public view; but fortitude, diligence, and 
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W.ic'c the proportions are partly a 


| THE RAMBLER. 67 


ce, diveſtedſ of their ſhow, glide unobſerved through 
ie, and fufter and act, though with the 


crowd of | 
rigour anq conſtancy, yer without pity and without 


his remark ay be extended to all parts of life. No- 
is to be ditimated by its effect upon common eves 
common cark A thouſand miſeries make filent and 
ble inroads oh mankind, and the heart feels innu— 
le throbs, whych never break into complaint. Per- 
likewiſe, our 
t, and moſt arc 
e internal conſcie 
protpect* which they never communicate „but re- 
for ſolitary hours and clandeſtine meditation. 
The main of life fs, indeed, compoled of ſmall inci— 
ts and petty occhrrences; of withes for objects not 
te, and grief for diſappointments of no fatal conſe- 
nce; of inſect vexations which ſting us and flv away, 
ertinences which buz a while about us, and are 
d no more; of meteorous pleaſures which dance be- 


orne up by ſome private tatisfaction, 
Aden, tome latent hope, fome pe- 


ps F ky 
us and are dulipated; of com M— vhich glide 
the ſoul like other mulic, and are forgotten by him 


gave, and him that received ; 

ach 1s the gencral he: ap out of which every man is to 
his own condition.: for, as the chemiſts tell us, that 
dies are reſolvahle into the fan elements, and that 


boundleis varicty of things ariſes from the different 


Poortions of very few ingredients; fo a few pams and 


] s 1 0 1 . 
„ pleatures are all the materials of human lite, and 


1 1 q oY Provide! IC 2 
G . ) —_ 
partly left to tlie arrangement of reaſo n and of 


Y 
4 * 


\; theſe are well or ill diſpoſed, man is for the moſt 
t happy or miſerable. For very few are involved in 
it events, or have their thread of life entwiſted with 
chain of cauſes on which armies or nations are ful- 
ind ev:n thoſe who ſcem wholly bufied in pub— 
Furs, and elevated above low cares, or trivial plea- 
c, pals the chief part of their time in familiar aud 
ucluc ſcenes; from theſe they come into public life, 
o 


[eaſures are for tlie moſt part qu ily 
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to theſe they are every hour recalled by paſſions 95 


be ſupprefied; in theſe they have the reward of all tl 
toils, and to theſe at laſt thev retire. with 
The great end of prudence 1s to give cheerfuln ot be 
thole hours which ſplendour Cannot gild, and acc huinc 
tion cannot exhilarate; thoſe ſoft intervals of uni ne hie 
amuſement, in which a man ſhrinks to his natu recervi 
mentions, and throws ahde the oinaments or dt Or ins 
which he feels in privacy to be uſeleſs 1rncumbrances, e Of 
to loſe all effect when they become familiar, | ducati. 
happy at home is the ultimate reſult of all ambition, lame! 
end to which every enterpriſe and labour tends, Weiches 
which every deftire prompts the proſecution. vill 
It is indeed at home that every man muſt be k. s ou 
by thoſe who would make a juſt eſtimate either of ers 
virtue or fehcity; for ſiniles and embrowdery are aliks in 


caſional; and the mind is often drefled for ſhow in pa 
honour and fictitious benevolence. 

Every man mutt have found ſome whoſe lives, 
every houſe but their own, was a continual ſeries 0 
pocrity, and who concealed under fair appearance 
qualities, which, whenever they thought theme 
out of the reach of cenſure, broke out from thei: 
ſtraint, like winds impriſoned in their caverns, and v 
every one had reafon to love, but thev whoſe love a 
man is chiefly ſolicitous to procure. And there are 
ba, without 2 any ſhow of general goodnefs, and \ 
out the attractions by which pop! * is conciliat:d 
received among their own families as beliowers of | 
nels, and reverenced as inſtructors, guardians, and 
nefactors. 

The moſt authentic witneſſes of any man's char 
are thoſe who know him in his own family, and 1« 
without any reſtraint or rule of conduct, but fu 
he voluntarily preſcribes to himſelf, It a man « 
virtue with him into his private apartments, aud! 
no advantage of unlimited power or probable fecrec' 
we trace him through the round of his time, aud 
that his character, with thoſe allowances which m 


frailty muſt always want, is uniform and regular, 
129 
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all the evidence of his ſincerity that one man can 
with regard to another: and, indeed, as tvpoucniy 
ot be its own reward, we may, without helitation, 
mine that his heart is pure. 
he higheſt panegvric, therefore, that private virtue 
reccive, is the praiſe of ſervants. For, however va— 
or infolence may look down with contempt on the 
ge of men undignificd oy wealth, and unenightened 
cation, it very ſeldom happens that they commend 
ame without juſtice. Vice and virtue are cafily diſ- 
athed Ovpyrethon, according tc Harrington” 8 aphoe 
will bc fe It by thoſe that cannot ice It; and Pernaps 
's out very often, that, in moral quettions, the phi- 


in the gown and in the livery, differ not fo 


Crs | 
| 


in their r ents as in their language, and have 
| power of diſcerning right, th ough they cannot 
tit gut to others with qu. i! addrels. 
here are very few faults to be committed in ſolitude, 
thout ſome agents, partners, confederates, or wit- 
15 A I therefore the ſervant muſt commonly kno 
ſekrets of a maſter, who has a: V ſecrets to entruſt ; 
failings, mere! a. Ikon ne fo frequently expoled 
hat ſecurity which pride and folly generally produce, 
o inquiſitively \\ atched by tliat detire of reducing 
incqualities of condition, which the lower orders of 
25 N will alwavs feel, that the teſtimony of a me- 
domeſtic can feldom be conſidered as defective for 
t of knowledge. And though its impart tiality may 
ſometimes ſuſpected, it is at * iſt as credible as that 
quals, where rivalry inſtigates cenſure, or friendſhip 
tes palliations. 
he danger of betraying our weaknefs to our ſervants, 
the impoſſibility of concealing it from them, may be 
yv cont; Jerad as one motive to a regular and irre- 
life, For no condition is more hateful or 
I able, than his who ha wil himſelf in the power of 
vant; in the power ay him, whom perhaps, he 
firlt corrupted by making him ſubſervient to his vices, 
Waole fidelitv he therefore cannot enforce by any 
pts of honcſty or 1cafon, It is ſeldom known that 
authority, 
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authority, thus required, is poſſeſſed without 11.{0) Wnity 
or that the maſter is not forced to confeſs, by his tw He t 
neſs or forbearance, that he has cnflaved himſelf b. ite, 
fooliſh confidence: And his crime 1s equally puis $ dre 
whatever part he takes of the choice to which N81 ge, b 
duced; and he 1s from that fatal hour, in which le 
crificed his dignity to his paſſions, in perpetual die . 
infolence or defamation; of a controuler at home, oy 4 
accuſer abroad. He is condemned to purchaſe, by e lat 
tinual bribcs, that ſecrecy which bribes never {ec 
and which, after a long courſe of ſubmiſſion, pro: 
and anxieties, he will find violated in a fit of rage, 
a frolic of drunkennets, 

To dread no eve, and to ſuſpect no tongue, is the; 
prerogative of innocence; an exemprion granted 0 
invariabie virtue. But guilt has always ns horrors 
ſolicitudes; and to make it yet more ſhametul an 
teltable, it is doomed often to ſtand in awe of t 
whom nothing could give influence or weight — b 
power of betraying. 
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Flet quoque, ut in ſpeculo rugas 8 exit 8 85 alt. 

e e of Nehm, Cn fii bis rapta, requiri he eit 

Tempus edax tum, twwque invid 0 > eien ideas 

| Omnia deſtruitis: vitiataque dentibus ævi m a: 
i Paulatim lenta contemitis oinnia morte, Ovid. Wh arti 


The dreadful wrinkles when poor Helen ſpy'd, # 
Ah! why this fecond rape ?—with tears the cry'd: ar 
Time, thou devourer, ard thou envious age, 

Who all d-{troy with keen corroding rage, | 
Beneath your jaws, whatc'er have pl -as'd or pleaſe, Wi it la. 
Muſt tux, conſum'd by twitt or flow degrees. | 


ELPHINS TO) 


N old Greek epigrammatiſt, inte nding to ſhev 
miterics that attend the laſt ſtage of man, np: n thc 
upon thoic who are ſo foulith as to with for long i: 
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p uty of cont! ning to grow old from cent: ary to cen 
He thought that no adventitious or foreign] Pain was 
Fire, that decripitude itfelf was an epitome of what- 
s dreadful, and nothing could be added to the cur! 
ge, but that it ſhould be extended bey ond its natural 
he molt indifferent or negligent ſpectator can indeed 
elv retire without heavinets of heart, from a vice 
e laſt ſcenes of the tragedy of life, in which he finds 
who in the former parts of the drama were diſtin- 
ed by pp ſition of conduct, contrariety of dell, Ius, 
diffimilitude of perſonal qualities, all involved in 
common diftreſs, and all ſtruggling with allliction 
1 the * Cannot hope [0 Overcome. 
he other miſcries, which way lay our paſſage through 
world, w ildom may eſcape, and tortitude Conquer 2 
aution and circumſpeCtion we may ſteal along with 
little to obſtruct or incommode, us; by ſpimt and vi- 
5 we may force a way, and reward the vexation of 
t by the pleaſures of victory ;—But a time muſt 
2 when our policy and bravery ſhall be equaily uſe- 
When we thall all fink into helpleſſneſs and ſadneſs, 
out any power of receiving folace from the pie: ſures 
have former ly delighted us, or anv proſpect of 
ing into a ſecond polleſſion of the bletlit 188 that we 
loſt. 
ne induſtry of man has, 1ndecd, not been wanting 
deavours to Procure comforts for ticks hours 1 de- 
n and melancholy, and to gild the drcadful gloom 
artificial light. The moſt uſual ſupport of old ave 
xcalth, He whoſe poſlcthons are large, and whote 
's are full, imagines himſelf always fortit icd againſt 
ions on his authority. If he has loft all other means 
vernment, it his irengrh and his reaſon fail him, he 
t laſt alter his will: and therefore all that have 
s mult likewiſe have fears; and he may ſtill continue 
laws to ſuch as have not ccaſed to regard their 


11tereſt, 


"is is, indeed, too frequently the citadel of the do- 


the laſt fortreſs to Which age retires, and in which 
tic 


e 
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he makes the ſtand againſt the upſtart race that ſei din 
domains, dilputes his commands, and cancels hi te 
ſcriptions. But here, though there may he, fafur, h. 
1s no pleaſure; and hat remains is but a proof that cen. 
Was Once poſſe ed. WI 
Nothing ſcems to have been more univerſalle d ce t 
by the Anclents than 60 Bite, Or Want of ( hildren TT 
indeed to a man Who has lur vi ed ail the CONN: nion 
his vouth, all who have participated his pleaſur not 
his cares, have been engaged in the fame event on. 
filed their minds with ihe fame conceptions, t et it 
people! world is a diſmal folitude. He ſtaud« en 
and ſilent, neglected or inſulted, in the midſt of of {6 
tudes, animated with hopes which he cannot ſhare, icin 
emploved in butlinets which he 1s no longer abe u 
ward or retard; nor can he find any ro whom his net 
his death are of importance, unlels he has fecure mul: 
domeſtic gratthcations, fore tender employment y hi 
endeared himſelf ro tome whote intercit and v1 t re 
may unite them to him. : t th 
So different are the colours of life, as we look fo: tly 
to rhe future, or backward to the paſt; and ſo'dit kv 
ti: Ee 01 pinions an | f 161 tune Ats M icht nis contrariet Th tt 
pearance natur ally produces, that the converſation erv; 
Ole {| al nd VOUns ends Lene raliy * ith comemp r or Pl! led 
either fide. To a voung man entering the world, 1 
fulneſs of hope and ardour of purſuit, nothing 15 f ted 
pleaſing as the cold caution, the faint expectatio! thin 
ſcrupulous diffidence, which experience and Gdilapy 3 It 
ments certainly infuſe; and the old man wonders, h | 
turn, that the world can never grow wiſer, that! in tl 
precepts nor teſtimonics can Cure boys ot their crc ut t! 
and inſuficiency; and tha not one can be c h u 
that ſnares are laid for him, till he finds himſelf cn: tue 
led. t Ol 
Thus one generation is alwavs the ſcorn and w n 
of the other; and the notions of the old and vou! Han, 
like liquors of different gravity and texture, which paſt 
can unite, The ſpirits of youth fublimed be heal: els 
volatiliſed by pathon, foon leave behind them the WI wh 
ct, 
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Aiment of wearineſs and deliberation, and bur 


bh n temerity and enterprite, 1ne tenderncls, there- 
Fur) which nature infules, and which long habits of 
1 cence confirm, is ucceſlary to reconcile fuch ops 
ion; and an old man muſt be a father to bear with 
V < ce thole follies and abſurdities which he will per- 
Its ly imagine himſe If to hnd in the ſchemes and ex- 
) nions, the pleatures and the forrows, of thote who 
mo not yet buen hardeucd by tune, and chilled by fruſ- 
ent, In. 
, et it may be doubred, vi hether the pleaſure of ſeeing 
is hren SIE ning nrnro ſtrengtle Der ot overbalanced by the 
Of of ſecing foine fall in the blotlom, and others blaſted 
Hate, heir row th; ſome ſhaken down by ſtorms, lome 
ct d with cankers, and ſome thrivelled in the ſhace : 
[115 In the e that 4 xtend: us care bey ond himiclt doc! » 
I'S multiply his anxictics more than his ple aſures, and 
ent y humlelf to no purpoſe, by ſuperintending what he 
lat ot regulate. 

u though age be to every order of human beings ſuk- 
fol ntly terrible, it is particular le to be dreaded by ſine 
di „ who have had no otticr cnd or ambition than to 
t\ ip the day and the night with dreſs, diverſions, and 
ON « erv; and who having made no acquaintance with 
pi cage or with buſincts, have conſtantly cau ht all 
1d, ideas from the current prattle of Ne: » hour, and been 
1s ted for all their happincts to col * jments and treats. 
100 11 lc ladies age ben ins C: ir, and very orten E ſts 
[2p] it begins when their beauty 3 when their 
S, 11 h lofes its ſprig! tlinef, and their motion its eale, 
N n in that tin IC, All Which gave them f v vamthes from 
vis ut them; they hear the praife> beſtow cd on others 

ch uſed to ſwell their boſoms with exultation. They 
ente tac ſcats of feli ty, and endeavour to contmus tlie 

1 of being dchiahted: But ple ſure I only rect!“ cd 
wi m we bclicve that we geit in return, Neglect and 
Ju! lance inform then, that their power and then value 
p-; and what then remains but a tedious and come 
| els uniformity of time, without any motion of the 


ue, or excrciſe of the reaton ! 
et, however age may d1icourage us by Its appearance 
G 2 from 


. 
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from conſidering it in proſpect, we thall all by des 
certainly be old; and therefore we ought to e 


what proviſion can be made againſt that time of d «x14 
what happineſs can be ſtored up againſt the um _ 
life? and how we may pals our latter years with fer. whe 
and checrtulnels ? hs 
It has been found by the experience of mankind, $8 
not even the beſt ſeaſons of lite ate able to lupply | 2 
cient vratifications, without anticipating uncertain | n 
cities; it cannot ſurelv be ſuppoled that old ave, 8 
with labours, harraſſed with anx1etics, and tortured 5 
difeales, ſhould have any gladneſs of its own, o Wi. 9 
any fatisfaction from the contemplat ion of the pri | . 
All the comfort that can now be expected mutt be tn; 
called from the patt, or borrowed from the future; 2 
aſt is very ſoon exhauſted, all the events or atio 1 
which the memory can aftord pleaſure are quickly | 2 
lected; and the future lies beyond the grave, whe: N 
can be reached only by virtue and devotion. ond 
Picty is the only proper and adequat e relief of de * 
ing man. He that grows old without ö gy 
as he declines into imbecility, and feels pains an. _ 
rows inceſſantly crowding upon him, falls into a g. , 
bottomleſs miſery, in w hich every reflection muſt Y ſure 
him deeper, and where he finds only nc gradatiou K : 
anguich, and precipices of horror, 1 
The 
15 "AY; Nay | 

nin 
No. LXX. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, e o 
— Argentea proles, = 

Auro de terior, fulvo pretiofior re. Ov1D. | 8 

. . t fol 

du eceediug times a ſilver age behold, ö 

Excelling braſs, but more excell'd by gold. Darn; tk 
I ESI OD, in his celebrated diſtribution of manbe Lo 
divides them into three orders of intellect. * 7 = 
j 


6 lull place, ſays he, * belongs to him that can by his 


6 po! 
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„ers diſcern what is right and fit, and penetrate to 


THE 


z 


rermoter motives of action. The ſecond is claimed 


N him that is willing to hea: inſtruction, and can per- 
ON ve right and wrong v hen they arc ſhewn hun by ans 
805 er; but lie that has neither acutencls nol docility, 
KI. can neither ad the wav by himſelf, nor will be 
nd. Abvothers, is a wretch without uſe or value.” 

ig > we ſurvey thc moral * orld, It will bc found that 
12 | ſame Aiviiion may he made of men u ith regard 10 
* - rue, There are ſome whole principles are fo 


15 „ fixed, whole conviction 15 fo conſtantly preſent to 
minds, and who have railed in themſelves ſuch ar- 
AM wiſhes for the approbation of God, and the happi- 
| CO. wi! which hc has promiſed to reward obedience and 


ſeverance, that they riſe above all other cares and 


Ks: ſidcrations, and uniformly examine every action and 
5 re, by comparing it with the divine commands. T here 
45 others in a kind of cquipoiſe, between good and ill; 
\ 1. re moved on the one part by riches or pleaſures, by 
x oratifications of paſſion and the delights of ſenſe ; 
# | on the other, by laws of which they own the obli- 
. oh, and rewards of which they believe the reality, 


| whom a very ſmall addition of weight turns either 
- The third claſs conſiſts of beings immer ſed in 
| ſure, or abandoned to paſſion, without any defire of 


7 er v00d, or anv effort to extend their thoughts be- 
unmccliate and groſs ſatisfactions. 
rue ſecond claſs 1s fo much the moſt numerous, that 
ay be contidered as co upriſing the whole body of 
ling. Thoſe of the laſt are not very many, and 

ot the firſt are very few; and neither the one nor 
q other fall much under the conſideration of the mo- 
Wit, whoſe precepts are intended chiefly for thoſe who 
W cndeavouring to go forward up the ſteeps of virtue; 
| t for thoſe who have aircady reached the ſurnmit, or 

ho are reſolved to ſtay for ever in their preſent 


Watlon, 

To a man not verſed in the living world, but accuſ- 
ed to judge only by ſpeculative reaſon, it is ſcarcely 
dible that any one ſhould be in dus ſtate of indif- 
G 3 erence, 
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ference, or ſtand undetermined and unengaged, red 
follow the firtt call to either fide. Ir feems certain, 

either a man muſt believe that virtue will make him! 
py, and reſolve therefore to be virtuous, or think | 
he may be happy without virtue, and therefore caf 
ail care but for his preſent intereſt, Ir ſeems umnpo! 
that conviction ſhould be on one and practice or 
other; and that he who has ſeen the right way, {|} 
voluntarily ſhut his eyes, that he may quit it with n 


tranquillity, Yer all theſe at bfurdities are every hu THF . 
be found; the wiſeſt and beſt men deviate from kao by 
and ac "ge ledged duties, by in. dvertency or fur; - fo 
and moſt are good no longer than while tempt. it] and 
away, than while their paſſions are without exciteme ſo 
and their opinions arc free from the counteraCtion of Wren, 
other motive. ſhed, 
Among the ſentiments - which almoſt every r be. 
changes as he advances into years, is the expectation 0 11 
uniformity of character, He that without acquaint rreco 
with the power of deſire, the cogency of diſireſs, le 0 
complications of affairs. or the force of partial i d fr 
has filled his mind with the excellence of virtue, 1 
having never tried his reſolution in any encounters e v 
hope or fear, believes it able to ſtand firm whatever (8 a: 
oppoſe it, will be always clamorous againſt the ſma We to 


failure, ready to exact the utmoſt punctualities of ri 
and to conſider every man that fails in any part of as: 
duty, as without conſcience and without merit, unwor Fn to 
of truſt or love, of pity or regard; as an enemy v! 
all ſhould join to drive out of ſociety, as a peſt whic 


ſhould avoid, or as a weed which all ſhould trample. oft 

It is not but by experience that we are taught the | t m 
ſibility of retaining ſome virtues and rejecting others, for 
of being! good or bad to a particular degree, For! le v 
very eaſy to the ſolitary reaſoner to prove that the {: on 
arguments by which the mind is fortified againlt ien 
crime, are of equal force againſt all; and the conſequ co 
verv ently follows, that he whom they fail ton of 


on any occafion, has either never conſidered them, o 
by ſome fallacy taught himſelf to cvade their valio! 
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rendy Pot, therefore, when a man is known to be guilty 


ain, Wc crime, no farther evidence is ncedful of his depra- 
um! and corruption. 
ink et ſuch is the ſtate of all mortal virtue, that it is al- 
: cal Ws uncertain and variable, ſometimes extending to the 
mn compats of duty, and ſometimes rinking into a 
no ſpace, and fortifving only a few avenues of the 
„ 1 t, while all the reſt is left open to the incur- 
th of appetite, or given up to the dominion of wicked- 
1⁰ Nothing therefore is more unjuſt than to judge of 
| kno by too ſhort an acquaintance, and too ſlight inſpec- 
ur} for it often happens that in the looſe, and thought= 
tath and diſſipated, there is a ſecret radical worth, which 
teme ſhoot out by proper cultivation; that the ſpark of 


n feen, though dimmed and o bitrufted;3 is yet not extin— 


ſhed, but may by the breath of counſel and exhorta- 
| be kindied into flame. 


ation o imagine that every one who is not complete ly good 


tag recoverably abandoned, is to ſuppoſe that all are ca- 
els, le of the ſame degrees of excellence; -it is indeed to 
fuchs from all chat perfection which none ever can at- 
ue, . And fince the pureſt virtue is conſiſtent with 
ers e vice, and the virtue of tne greateſt number 
cr Hi almoſt an equal proportion of contrary qualities, let 
{m e too haſtily conclude that all goodneſs is loſt, though 
ff 11 Nay for a time be clouded and overwhelmed ; for moſt 
of Nas are the ſlaves of external circumſtances, and con- 
WO m to any hand that undertakes to mould them, roll 
ue any torrent of cuſtom in which they happen to be 
hic cht, or bend to any importunity that bears hard 


ple, inſt them. 


he t may be particularly obſerved of women, that they 
ners, for the moſt part good or bad, as they fall among 
or e who practiſe vice or virtue; and that neither edu- 
1e oon nor reaſon gives them much ſecurity againſt the 
oft WF ucnce of example. Whether it be that taey have 


courage to ſt * N atrainſt oppo!! tion, or that their de- 


on of admiration makes them facrifce their prin arte 5 to 
01 poor pleaſure of worthleſs praiſe, it is certain, hat- 
111d 


r be the cau! Cy that fem ale goodnefs ſeldom keeps its 
* againſt laughter, flattery, ox fathion, 


For 
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For this reaſon, every one ſhould conſider himſch 


entruſted not only w ith his own conduct, but with: 15 
of others; and as accountable, not only for the d 5 
which he neglects, or the crimes that he commits, by | FRY 
that neglipence and irregularity which he may encou: 71 & . 
Or inc ulcate. Ever y man, in whatever liation, has, « F: 15 
deavours to have, his followers, admirers, and imita i the 


and has therefore the influence of his example to us | | 
with care; he ought to avoid not only crimes, but: 


, 1 ch n« 

appcarance of crimes ; and not only to practiſe vin i 

but to applaud, countenance, and ſupport it. Lor! 1 8 
4 1 

poſſih le that for want of attention we may teach 0! FP 

L 433434 


faults from which ourſelves are free, o1 - by a COW? 
deſertion of a cauſe which we ourſelves approve, nz 
pervert thote who hx their cyes upon us, and havin 
rule of their own to guide their courte, are caſily u 
by the aberrations of that example w hich they chule! 


ence e 
their directions. 


7 1 — 


x 3 ; 19PE 

5 8. 1th 
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Vivere quod propere pauper, nec inutilis annis | * 

Da veniam, properart vivere nemo fats, | | | 

Mar. | 85 

True, fr, to live TI haſte ; your pardon give, | ay 

For tel! me who makes hafle enough to live? OM 

F. LEw1s. 3 

ice 

NI ANY words and ſentences are fo frequent! |! © 
in the mouths of men, that a ſuperti cial 3 : . 
inclined to believe that they muſt contain ſome Prin ? WY 
principle, ſome great rule of action, which it is ea: 
always to have p. eſent to the attention, and by w: 1 . 
the uſe of every hour is to be adjuſted. Vet, if we « Fru. 
ſider the conduct of thoſe fententious philoſophers, it 0 
often be found that they repeat theſe aphor! ſms, mer: iſe, 
becuuſe they have ſomewhere heard them, becaule t . 


have nuthing cile to lay, or becauſe they think venc! 


* 
* 
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fe! jon by ſuch appearances of wiſdom, but that no 
* e annexcd to the words , and tliat, according to the 
N Wunder of the followers of Ariftotle, their ſouls are 
, re pipes or organs, which tranſmit founds, but do not 
W erſtand them. 

Aa this kind is the well-known and well atteſted poſi- 
I, that % 7+ /bort, which may be heard among man- 
* | by an attentive auditor, many times a day, but 
ich never yet within my reach of obſervation left any 
= preflion upon the mind; and perhaps, if my readers 
" "WW! turn their thoughts back upon their old friends, they 
- und it difficult to call a finyle man to remembrance, 


o appeared to know that liie was thort till he was 
er to loſe it. 
t is obſervable that Horace, in his account of the cha- 
ers of men, as they are diverliticd by the various in- 
ence of time, remarks, that the old man is ilator, ſſe 
given to procr aſtination, and inclined to extend 
hopes to a great diſtance, So far are we v 'cnerally 
thinking what we often ſay of the ſhortnels of lite, 
t at the time when it is nece ſſarily ſhorteſt, we form 
ts which we delay to execute, indulye ſuch expce- 
3s as nothing but a long train of events cun gratify, 
fiffer thoſe pat ons to gain upon us, Which are only 
„ ble in the prime of life. 
| heſe reflections were lately excited in my mind by 
F ning 's C0! veriation with m V friend Profpero, 1 who, 
f "x thc ave of nifty-ff ve, has bought an eſtare, and is now 
© MvVINg 0 ditpoſe and cultivate 1t with uncommon 
eance, His great picature is to walk among ſtately 


he s, and lie muſing in the heat of! noon under their 
5 Ke ; he is therefore maturely conſidering how he ſhall 
8 "ole his * alk 8 and his Zroves, and has at laſt deter- 
| ar to ſend for the beit plans from Italy, and forbear 
g nating till the next ſcaſon. 

* Thus is life trifled away in preparations to do what 
46 er can be done, if it be left „ till all the 
OD mites which imagination can ſuggeſt are gathered 
S tether, Where our defign terminates only in our own 
* | faction, the miltake is of no great importance; for 
1 the 
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the pleaſure of exp. cting enjovment is often greater th 


mg, 2 
that of obtaining it, and the com pletion of almoſt e fu 
with is found a diſappointment ; but when many of, can 
are interclted in an undertaking, when any deliy k. th 
formed, in which the improvement or ſecurity of 1 v ſup); 
kind is involved, nothing is more unworthy, cithe; ft le 
wiſdom or benevolence, than to delay it from time the buf 
time, or to forget how much every day that paſtes re m 
us takes away from our power, and how toon an Thus, 
purpoſe to do an action finks into a mourntul with : Non « 
it had once been done. rally 

We are ch 220% tly importuned, bv the bacchani teſs, 
writers, > lay {1 14d ON the preſent hour, to C ; the re 
plc; ures within our reach, and remember that tutu ain, 
is not at our command, | it © 

Jually | 

diff 

ed th 

lth. 

Soon fades the roſe; onde paſt the fragrant hour, Amon 
The loiterer finds a bramble for a flower. in 
dlati 

But ſurcly theſe exhortations may, with equal rue 
prictu, be applied to better purpoſes; it may be at FO 
inculcated, th: t plcaſures are more ſafely poſtponed : qui 
virtues, and that greater loſs is ſuffered by mifiing 2" 90 
portunity of doing good, than an hour of giddy fr its, 1 
and noity merriment. | ſelf, : 

When Baxter had loſt a thouſand pounds, which & v, 
had laid up for the erection of a ſchool, he uſed! Few 
quently to mention the misfortune as an incitement ! EY 
be charitable while God gives the power of bciov! Av 
and conſidered himtelf as culpable in ſome degre on 
having left a good action in the hands of chance, 2 =. 
ſuflercd his bencvolence to be dcſcated for want of qui Ea 
nels and din LEence, Dying 

It is lamented by Hearne, the learned wins 'M 
Oxford, that this general forgetfulneſs of the fra: 0 
life, has remarkably infefted the ſtudents of monuni the | 


and records; as their employment conſiſts firſt in 
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ting, and afterwards in arranging or a] bſtrafting what 
nes afford them, thev ouvht to amats no more than 

can digeſt; but when they have undertaken a 
k, thev go on tearching and tranſeribin: g, call for 
ſupplies when they are already orcrburthcned, and 
tft leave their work unfiniſhed. It IS, » ſays ic 

2 buſtneſs of a good antiquary 1 as of a Q cood man to 
ve mortality alwavs before him. ; 

Th us, not only in the flumber of * but in the dif. 
tion of ill-directed jt rduſtry, is the e of life 
rally forgotten. As ſome men loſe their hours in 
nels, becauſe they fup pole that there is time enough 

e reparation of neglect, —_ buſy themſelves in 
nb that no lens gth of life! ay want —_— ment ; 

| It often hapy ens that flug ih nets and actis itv a 
ly ſurpriſed by the laſt n1mons, and periſh not 

differently from each other than the fen ul that re- 
the ſhot in her flight, from her that is killed upon 


» buth. . 
Among the many improvements made bv the laß ce n- 
in hun nan know ſedge, mayv bent — the Cyact 


ulations of the value of life; but, whatever mav be 
ruſe in traffic, they ſcem very little to have af vanced 
ty. They have hitherto been rather applied to 
cquiſition of monev than of wildom ; the com puter 
none of his calculations to his own tenure, but 
* in contempt of prob ability, to forctel old ave to 
t, and believes that he is m- icked out to 1 the 
ft verge of human exiſtence, and ſee thoutands and 
nouſands fall into the grave. 6 
deeply 18 this fa lacy rooted in the heart, and fo 
8) v guarded by hope and fear againſt the approach 
ton, that neither ſcience nor experience can thake 
ind we act as if life were without end, though we 
and confets its uncertainty and ſhortneſs. 
eines have, with great ſtrength and ardour, fhewn 
ſurditv of delaying reformation and ren entance; 
ee of tolly, indeed, which fets eternity to haz: xd, 
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aue fame weakneſs, in proportion to tlic importance 
of 
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of the neglect, to transfer any care which now ch. pett 
our attention, to a future time; we ſubject ourſchie ency 
necdleſs dangers from accidents which early dilige of h. 
would have obviated, or perplex our minds by vain is mc 
cautions, and make proviſion for the execution of deli, the 
of which the opportunity once miſſed never will ret atio 
A; he that lives longeſt lives but a little while, e ge © 
man may be certain that he has no time to waſte, ei 
duties of life are commenſurate to its duration, and cr: chat 
day brings us taſk ; which if neglected is doubled . 
morrow. But he that has already trifled av aV 1 u h. 
months and years, in which he ſhould have labou:WW tub: 
muſt remember that he has now only a part of t!4: Wccorn 
which the whole is little; and that ſince the few nM re tie 
ments remaining are to be conſidered as the laſt trui WM qua lit 
Heaven, not one is to be loſt, owe 
ne 


No. LXXII. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1* 


Omnis Ariſtippum decuit ſtatus, et color, et res, 
Scctautem majora tere ; pretentibus æquum. Hy 


Yet Ariſtippus ev'ry dreſs became 

In ev'ry various change of life the ſame; 
And though he aim'd at things of higher kind, 
Yet to the preſent held an equal mind. 


FRaricis. Wit in | 


To the Rambler. 

Sir, 

HOSE who exalt themſelves into the chair of Ink 

tion, without enquiring whether any will ſub! 
their authority, have not ſuſtciently conſidered 
much of human life paſſes in little inciderus, ci 
converſation, ſlight buſineſs, and caſual amuſernents: 
therefore they have endeavoured only to inculczt 
more awful virtues, without condeſcending to it 


4? 
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cle petty qualities which grow important only by their 
1 jency, and which, though they produce no ſingle 
of heroiſm, nor aſtoniſh us by great events, yet are 
an moment exerting their influence upon us, and 
deſi, e the draught ob lite ſweet or bitter by unpe crceptible 
etu tions. They operate unſeen and unregarded, as 
0 ge of air makes us ſick or healchy, choug h we 

be it without attention, and only know the par- 
de that impregnate it by their ſalutary or malignant 


y 11 ou have ſhewn yourſelf not ignorant of the value of 
bout tubaltern endowments, yet have hitherto neglected 
tha Wccormmend Good- Humour to the world, though a 
my 1 lag noon will ew you that it is the bal of brings 
ty to which all that adorns or elevates mankind 
owe its power of pleafing. Without good- humour, 
ing and bravery can only confer that ſuperiority 
wells the heart of the lion in the deſart, where 
rs without reply, and ravages without reſiſtance, 
out good-humour virtue may awe by its dignity, 
maze by its brightneſs ; but muſt always be viewed 
diſtance, and will {ſcarcely gain a friend or attract an 
tor, 
z00d-humour may be defined a habit of being pleaſcd; 
nſtant and perenuial ſoftneſs of manner, eatineſs of 
aci, and ſuavity of diſpoſition; like that which 
man perceives in himſelf when the firſt tranſports 
v felicity- have ſubſided, and his thoughts arc only 
* in motion by a ſlow ſucceſſion of loft impultes 
humour is a ſtate between gaicty and unconcern; 
*t or emanation of a mind at leiſure to regard the 
cation of another, 
 1$ > mag:ned by many, that whenever they aſpire to 
le, they are required to be merry, and to ſhew the 
ts of their fouls by flights of picaſantry and burſts 
whter, But though theſe men may be for a time 
d with applauſe and admiration, they ſeldom delight 
Jong, We enjoy them a little, and then retire to ca- 
þ aud good-humour, as the eye gazes a While on emi- 
neunces 
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nences glittering with the ſun, 
away to verdure and to flowers. 
Gaiety is to good-humour as animal ankog _ t 
table fragrance ; the one overpowers weak fpitir 
the other - recieares and revives them. Gaiety {; 
fails to give ſome pain; the hearers either tr; 
faculties to accompany its tow eee or are lett 
in envy and deſpair. {f300d-humour boaſts no fa; 


which every one docs not believe in his own pow, 


lcaſes princivaily by not offending, 
| | 


It is well known that the moſt certain way to C114 


man pleature is to perſuade him that you receive g 
from him, 
and to avoid any fuch appearance of ſuperiority a 
overbcar and depreſs him. We ſee many that | 

art only Ipend their days in the midſt of careilcs, | 
tions, and civilities; and without any extraordinar! 
lities or attainments, are the univerſal favourites 0! 
ſexcs, and certainly find a friend in every place. 

darlings of the world will, indeed, be generally! 

ſuch as excite neither jealouſy nor fear, and are not 


ſidered as candidates for any eminent degree of r« 
tion, but content themſelves with common accon! 


ments, and endeavour rather to ſolicit kindneſs t 
raile eſteem ;; therefore in aſſemblies and places of 
it ſeldom fails to happen that though at the ent 
ſome particular perſon cvery face brightens with 
neſs, and every hand is extended in falutation 
you purſue him beyond the fiſt exchange of cini 
vou will find him of very ſmall 1 
welcome to the company as one by whom all a 
themlelves admired, nad with whom any one is a! 
to amuſe himſelf, when he can find no other a 
companion, as one with whom all are at wr ak 


hear a jeſt without criticiſm, and a narrative vn 


contradiction, who laugh 
every diſputer. 

Thae are many whoſe vanity always inclincs t 
aſſociate with thote from whom the y have no ita: 


with every wit, and 3 


but ſoon turns 20 


to encourage him to freedom and conte 
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morti! ſication; and there are times in v hich the wile 

1 he knowing are * ing to VECTIVE pr. aſe without the 
7 of delerving it, in which the moſt cle ae mind 

0 ling to deſcend. and the moſt active to be at reſt. All 
fore are at ſome hour or another fond of c« mpanions 

m thev can n terms, and who will 
c them from ſolitude without condemning them to 

8 mec and caution, We arc moſt inclined to love 
e have nothing to fear; and he that encourages us 

cr, 10 ourſelves will not be long wit bam pre ference in 
fiection to thoſe whole learning holds us at the dit 
of Pu] Tis 5, Or whole wit ca Is all attention from 

[ nd leaves us without importance and without re- 


KY 


„ 


UJ 
4 
| 
4 


is remarked by Prince Henry, when he ſees Falſtaff 
JT the ground, that <1 Could / HAVE { [1 / * ſpared 7 4 
ien. He was well acquaimted with the vices and 


" s of him whom he lamentcd ; but while his cony Ice . 


| compelled him to do juſtice to ſuperior qu: wa le , his 
vcrnets ſtill broke out at the remembe ance of Fall tatf, 
echecrful companic b, the loud bufloon, with . 
W nad pafied his time 1 all the luxury of idleneſs, who 
led hun arr unenvicd merriment, and whom 
q at once enſoy and deſpiſe. 
% may pet rhaps think t! * account of thoſe who are 
wihed for their good-humour, not very conſiſtent 
the praifes which 1 have beſtowed upon it. But 
nothing can more evidently ſhew the value of this 
„than that it recommends thoſe who are deſtitute 
Fang 


RT” C : ; : 
re excellencies, and Procures regard to the tii- 


— 


— 


— 


it. 
„ friend Iſhip to thc worthlets, and atlection to the 


90d-humour is indecd renerally dev raded by 
ters in winch it is found; for bein con! 


1311 


* 4d 
D and vulzar quality, we uind it on "ny neglected by 
that having excellencic 5 Of big! I ICPULaTtION an 4 
Fel p If ndour ; perh; 11S THE "INC tiiat they have ſolnie 

{to gratify themſelves at the expcnce of others, and 
demand compliance, rather than to practite it. It 
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is by ſome unfortunate miſtake that almoſt all thoſe: 
have any claim to eſteem or love, preſs their preten| 
with too little conſideration of others. 
own intereſt, as well as my zeal for general happi: 
makes me deſirous to rectify; for I have a friend 


be auſe he T.nows his own fidelity and uſefulneſs, is u 


willing to fink into a companion: I have a wife; 
beauty firſt ſubdued me, and whoſe wit confirmed 
conqueſt ; but whoſe beauty now ſerves no other pu; 
than to entitle her to tyranny, and whole wit is dul 
to juſtify perverſeneſs. 

Sure ly nothing can be more unreaſonable than to 
the will to pleaſe — we are conſcious of We po 


before that of Kindneſt. He that regards the welf 
others ſhould make his virtue approachable, that 
be loved and copied; and he that conſ:ders the 
which every man feels, or will feel, of external ali; 
muſt rather with to be Carrougdel by thoſe that love 
than by thoſe that admire his exccllencies, or folic! 
favours; for admiration ceaſes with novelty, and i 
gains its end and retires, A man whoſe great qu: 
want the ornament of ſuperficial attrac tons, is | 


naked mountain with mines of gold, which will be: 


guented only till the trcalure is exhauſted. 
I am, &c, 


PHlLOMIDE: 
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LXXIII. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 


Stulte = b eu votis fruſt ra prer.libus optas 
Quz nou ulla tulit, tertve terctve dies, Ovid. 


Why thinks the foo}, with childiſh hope, to fee 
What neither is, nor was, nor c'er ſhall be? 


ELYVHINSTON, 


Ty tic R. ' mble V. 


0 Hr 


uf vou feel any of that compaſſion which you recom » 
nend to others, vou will not difregard a caſe which ! 
e reaſon from obſervation to believe very common, 
| which I know by experience to be very mifcrable, 

though the querulous are ſeldom received with 
tardour of kindneſs, J hope to eſcape the mortihca- 


ve of finding that my lamentations ſpread the contagion 

cl apatience, and produce anger rather than re adcrneſs. 

n te not merely to vent the ſwelling of my heart, but 

. quire by what means I may recover my tranquillity; : 

| (hall endeavour at brevity in my narrative, h. aving 

Lt Known that complaint quickly tires, however elc- 
ft, Or NOWEeVer juſt, 

as born in a remote county, of a family that boaſts 

ces with the greateſt names in | Engliſh Iiſtory, and 

ds its claims of affinity to the Tudors and Planta- 

Vt Ny anceftors, by little and Intle, waſted their 


nony, till my father hal not enough left for the 
t of a family, without deſcending to rhe cultivation 
» OWN 9 rounds, being condemned to pay three fiſters 
[tunes allotted them by my grandfather, who is 
Cle to have made his wall whe! 1 he was incapable 
ifting properly the om of his children, and 
„perhaps without deſign, enriched his daughters by 
ring his fon. My aunts being, at the death of 
tainer, neither voung nor beautiful, nor very emi- 
t for hacks "of behaviour, were un to live un- 
td; and by accumulating the intereſt of their por— 
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tions grew every day richer and prouder, Mu fon, 
pleaſed himſelf with foreſceiug that the pole tlic ed 01 
thoſe ladies muſt revert at laſt to the hereditary © ram h 
and that his family might loſe none of its dignitr, . 
ſolved to kcep me untainted with a lucrative employy very 
whenever therefore 1 diſcovered any inclination t {tol 
improvement of my condition, my mother never fach; 
put me in mind of my birth, and charged me to d ve. 
thing with which I might be reproached when IHS My 
come to my aunts eſtate. | a litt 
In all the perplexities or vexations which war Wir (ch 
money brought upon us, it was our conſtant pract: conc 
have recourſe to futurity, If any of our neiy}: ed on| 
ſurpaſſed us in appearance, we went home and conte 
an equipage, with which the death of my aunts » thous 
ſupply us. If any purſe-proud upſtart was deficic: re ho 
reſpect, vengeance was referred to the time in whic' At let 
eſtate was to be repaired, We reviſtered every iplim 
civility and rudeneſs, enquired the number of il boctua 
every feaſt, and minuted the furniture of every | hite £ 
that we might, when the hour of affluence ſhould c Ws 
be able to eclipſe all their ſplendor, and ſurpaſs all 4: latt 
magaificence. me ta 
Upon plans of elegance and ſchemes of pn 1 
day roſe and fet, and the year went round unreg at ſhe 
while we were buſied | in laving out plantations on g | hu! 
not yet our own, and deliberating whether the me Irie 
houſe ſhould be rebuilt or repaired, This was atent 
amuſement of our leiſure, and the ſolace of our cx1:408! my | 
cies; we met together only to contrive how oul et, { 
proaching fortune ſhould be enjoyed; for in this th, 
converſation always ended, on whatever ſubject it beer; 
We had none of the collateral intereſts which dive ICS, at 
the life of others with joys and hopes, but had tur Wther' 
our whole attention on one event, which we could e pc 
ther haſten nor retard, and had no other object of ei moro 
ſity than the health or ſickneſs of my aunts, of whic | Ter 
were careful to procure very exact and early ea, 
gence. t CC 
This viſionary opulence for a while ſoothed ovr "Pi"; 
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ton, but afterwards fired our wiſhes, and exaſ- 
10 red our necetlities; and my father could not alwavs 
$ rain himſelf trom exclaiming, that 29 creature had [0 
ity, lives as a cat and an old maid, At laſt, upon the 
Wn =_y of his ſiſter from an a: Zue, which ſhe was ſup- 
{ to have caught by ſparing | ire, he began to loſe his 
alle ck; and four months afterwards lunk into the 
ve. 
ne mother, who loved her huſband, ſurvived him 
a little while, and left me the ſole heir of their lands, 
vant Hir ſchemes, and their wiſhes. As JI had not enlarged 
ti conceptions, either by books or converſation, I dif- 
h ed only from my father by the freſhneſs of my cheeks 
1 the vigour of my ſtep; and, like him, gave way to 
* haughts but of enjoying the wealth w hich my aunts 
Client 1 hoarding. 
ic At length the eldeſt fell ill. I paid the civilities and 
pliments which fickneſs requires with the utmoſt 
tuality, I dreamed everv night of eſcutcheons and 
ite gloves, and enquired every morning at an carly 
Ir, whether there were any news of my dear aunt ? 
t laſt a meſſenger was ſent to inform me, that I muſt 
me to her without the delay of a moment. I went 
id heard her laſt advice; but opening her will, found 
t ſhe had left her fortune to her ſecond ſiſter. 
1 hung my head; the younger ſiſter threatened to be 
ried, and ev ery thing was diſappointment and diſ- 
atent, I was in danger of loſing irreparably one third 
f my hopes, and was "condemned ill to wait for the 
ct, Of part of my terror I was ſoon caſed; for the 
mth, w hom his relations would have compelled to 
marry the old lady, after innumerable ſtipulations, arti- 
, and ſettlements, ran away with the daughter of his 
her S8 room; and my aunt, upon this conviction of 
1 perfid y of man, relulved never to liſten more to 
morous addreſſes. 
Ten years longer I dragged the ſhackles of expe ga- 
on, without ever ſuffering a day to pals in which I did 
Wot compure how much my chance was improved of 
eng rich to-morrow, At laſ the ſecond lady dicd, 
alter 
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90 THE RAMBLEA. 
after a ſhort illneſs, which yet was long enough to: moſt 
her time for the diſpoſal of her eſtate, which ſhe n 
me after the death of ber liſter. E At | 
I was now relieved from part of my miſery; a 1: 17 agal 
fortune, though not in my power, was certain an! court 
alienable; nor was there now any danger that 1! p, that 
at laſt be fruſtrated of iy hopes by a fret of dotage, g, and 
3 ; of a chambermaid, the whit {pers of a tale-hy | that t 
the officiouſnefs of a nurſe, But my wealth wa ered in 
= reverſion, my aunt was to be buried before I in ſun 
emerge to grandeur and pleaſure; and there were | throu 
according to my tather's obtervation, nine lives bet eWance ; | 
mc and happineſs, ſourtec 
I however lived on, without any clamours of 4 nths, at 
tent, and comforted myſelf with confidering that al! two 
mortal; and they who are continu; lly decaying r mult led w 
laſt be deſtroved. th wn! 
But let no man from this time ſuffer his fc!:city to,, and | 
pend on the death of his aunt, The 8900 > Cen! tLEWON . zel. 
was very regular in her hours, and funple in her (1c: Wer niy 11 
and 1n walking or ſitting ſtill, waking or {iceping, had to {om 
ways in view the preſervation of her health. 78 he! ran! 
ſubject to no di ſorder, but hypochondriac dejection; g tor 
which, without intention, ſhe increaſed my miteries;! IM 
whenever the weather was cloudv, ſhe would take ha thoſe | 
bed, and ſend me notice that her time was come, I werWpuot e 
with all the haſte of eagerncſs, and ſometimes recehu ve to 


vaſlionate 25 tions to be kind to her maid, and dire Iicitude 


tions how the laſt officcs ſhould be performed ; but i 'uptc 
before my arrival the fun happened to break out , or e to t. 
wind 10 change. I met nh r BR. i door, Or foun (| her it 


the garden, buliling and vigilant, with all the tokens d 
long lite. 

Sometimes, however, ſhe fell into diſtempers, and 1 
thrice given over by the doctor; yet the found mean: 
{ſlipping through the gripe of death; and after ha 
tortured me three months at each time with violent 
ternations of hope and fear, came our of her chase 
without any other hurt than the lofs of fleſh, which in! 
tew weeks the recovercd by broths and jcilics, | 

A 
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» 5M: moſt have ſagacity ſufficient to gueſs at the deſires 
ns 7 w—_ it was the conſtant practice of thoſe who were 
; t ſecond hand, and endeavoured to fecure my 

F Ir 2 the time when I ſhould be rich, to pay 
1 court, by informing me that my aunt began to 


o, that the had lately a bad night, that ſhe coughed 
7 and that ſhe could never climb May-hiil; or at 
that the autumn would carry her off, Thus was 1 
cred in the winter with the picrcing winds of March, 
in ſummer, with the fogs of September. But the 
| through ſpring and fall, and ict heat and cold at 
nce; till, after near half a century, 1 buried her on 
fourteenth of laſt June, aged nincty-three years, five 
ths, and tix days. 
r two months after her death I was rich; and was 
d with that obſequioutnels and reverence which 
h inſtantancoully procures. But this joy is now 
„ and I have returned again to my old habit of wiſh- 
. Being accuſtomed to give the future full power 
r my mind, and to ſtart away from the ſcene before 
to ſome expected cnjoyment, I deliver up myſelf to 
tyranny of every deſire which fancy ſuggeſts, and 
for a thouſand things which Jam unable to pro- 
e Money has much leſs power than is aſcribed to it 
thoſe that want it. I had formed ſcheines which 1 
nuot execute, 1 had ſuppoled events which do not 
ne to pals, and the 1ſt of my life muſt paſs in craving 
Iicitude, unleſs you can find ſome remedy for a mind, 
'upted with an inveterate diſcaſe of wiſhing, and un- 
to think on any thing but wants, which reaſon telle 


will never be ſupplied. 


I am, &c, 


CUPIDUS, 


No. 1 X I V, 
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No. LXXIV. SATURDAY, DECEM BER, 
Rixatur de lana ſxpe caprina, Hok, -3 Up0! 


For nought tormented, ſhe for nought torinegtz, 
ELyulxs! 


MEN ſeldom give pleaſure where they are not pl; 
themſelves; it is neceſſary, therefore, to cul! 
an habitual alactity and cheerfulnefs, that in- wh 
ſtare we may be placed by Providence, whether we 
appointed to confer or receive benefits, to unplore « 
afford protection, we may fe. ure the love of thote 
whom we tranſact. For though it is generall) 
ed, that he who grants favours may {pare any atter! 
to his behaviour, and that uſefulneſs will alu Vs} 
friends, vet It has been found that there is an 
granting requeſts, an art very difficult of attainment; ! 
officiouſneſs and liberalitv may be ſo adultcrated 
loſe the greater part of their effect; that compliance! 
provoke, relief may harrafs, and hberality diſtreſs. 
No diſeaſe of the mind can more fatally difable it f 
benevolence, the chick duty of ſocial beings, than 
humour or pceviſhnets; for though it breaks not, 
paroxiſms of outrage, nor burſts into clamour, 
lence, and | loodihed, It wears Ou; It; wpincts by flow « 
roſion, and {mall injurics incefſantly repeate d.: It 
be confidered as the canker of life, that defi roys I! 


gour and checks its improvement, that creeps on W 
1 
hourlv depredations, aud faints and vitiates v hat it cas 0 © 
not ce nſume. . 
it 


Peeviſhneſs, when it has been fo far indulged as 
outrun the motions of the will, and diſcover itfelf vil $I 
out premeditation, is a ſpecies of depravity in rhe hie 


degree diſguſting and offentive, becauſe no rectituc 0 
intention, nor ſoftnets of addreſs, can enſure a momen Pie 
exemption from affront and indignity. While we mag 
courting the favour of a peeviſh man, and exerting 00! Dp 

C5 


ſelves in the moſt diligent civility, an unlucky 1\ 11.11: 
dilpleak j ct 
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* 


2s, an unheeded circumſtance rufſles and exaſpe- 
mm in the moment when we congratulate OUT - 
upon h. wing gained a friend, our endeavours are 

ted at once, "and all our afliduity forgc tten in the 
141 tun nult of 101 1e trif Inc 4 jrritation 


fl i115 troubiclome im patlence 15 om nothing 
Ire than the ſymptom of ſome dceper mal: dy. He 


dis angry without daring to confel | bid reſentment, or 
ful without the liberty of telling his grief, is too 
ently inclined to give vent to the fermentations of 
| ad: at the firſt paſt ge ; that are 01 pencd, and to let 
pallions boil over upon thoſe whom accident throws 
his way. A painful and tedious courſe of fickacts 
jucntly produces ſuch an alarming apprehenſion of 
colt increaſe of uncaſineſs, as keeps the foul perpe- 


y on the watch, ſuch a reſtleſs and mceflant ſolici- 


2.45 3 care or tenderneis can ape ſc, and can only 
ed by the cure of the diſte per, and the removal 

t pain by which it is excited. 
We ly ap} roaching to this weakneſs is the capt iouſ- 
of old age. W hen the tre nvyt!1 1s cruthed, the lenſes 
ed, and the common pleaſure s of lik, Lan inſipid 
petition, we are willing to impute our uncaſineſs to 
= not vv holly out of ou: power, and plcaſe "qe 


th fancving that we fuffer by neglect, unkindneſs, 


evil which admits a remedy, rather than | »y the Pap 


; of nature, which cannot be prevented or repaired. 


© theretore revenge our pains upon thoſe on whom we 
ve to charge them; and too often drive mankind 


y at the time we have the greateſt necd of tenderneſs 
aff l. ince. 


But though peeviſhneſs may ſometimes claim our com- 


on, as the conſequence or concomitant of milery, It 
ery often found where nothing can juſtify Or excule 
dmiſfion. Ir is frequently one of the attendants on 
prof ecrous, and 1 IS employ cd | int ſole n CC in Ex! ting 


ver 


mage, or by tyranny in ha: raſſing ſubiection. It is the 
bpring of idleneſs or pride; of idleneſs anxious for 


les; or pride, unwilling to endure the leaſt obſtruction 
her withes, Thoſe who have long lived in folitude 
indeed 
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indeed naturally contract this unſocial quality, beex 


having long had only themſelves to pleaſe, they do _ 
rcadily depart from their own inclinations ; their fir * 
larities therefore are only blameable when ther have forme 
pyadent!y or morotely withdrawn themlelves from J plac 
World; but there are others, who have, without 2 
neceſſity, nurſed up this habit in their minds, by mal ihe 
implicit {ubmilliveneſls the condition of their favour, the 
ſuffering none to approach them but thoſe who n e 
ſpeak but to applaud, or move but to obey, by 
He that gives himſclf up to his own fancy, ande * 
verſes with none but fuch as he hires to lull Lin » * 
down of abſolute authority, to ſooth him with obſc ; 
ouſneſs, and regale him with flattery, ſoon gros $; w. 
ſlothful for the labour of conteſt, too tender for hel al out f 
rity of contradiction, and too dalicate for the coat kept 
of truth; a little oppoſition offends, a little reſt. ſh * 
rages, ** a little difficulty perplexes him; having be 5 ch 
accuſtomed to {ce every thing give way to his hun hemc 
he ſoon forgets his own littlencſs, and expeCcts to fi 0 bad _ 
world rolling at his beck, and all mankind emploved ther, 
accommodate and delight him, 4 and 
Sg e of t 


Tetrica had a large fortune bequeathed to het hy! 
aunt, which made her very early independent, and pla 
her in a late of ſuperiority to all about her. Having 


f mil 
dent. 


ſuperfiu1 ity of underitanding, ſhe was ſoon intoxic; tec 9 
Ne 

the flatteries of her maid, * informed her that lad * 
1 WI 


ſuch as ſhe, had nothing to do but take pleaſure t 
own way; that ſhe w anted nothing from others, and e 


therefore no reaſon to value their opinion; that mon 8 the 
was every thing; and that they who thought themſch 4 
ill-treatcd, ſhould look fer better uſage among tl elles 
equals. 8 
Warm with theſe generous ſentiments, TRY * wa 
forth into the world, in which ſhe endeavourcd to; t {om 
reſpect by haughtineſs of mien and vchemence ot ps 
guage ; but havi ing neither birth, beauty, nor wit, in l- tl 
uncommon degree, the ſuffered ſuch mortifications 9 
thoſe who thouyht themſelves at liberty to return hc! Sp 


ſults, as reduced her turbulence to cooler malignits,! 
40% 
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74 
w . . 
Int her to praCtiſe her arts of vexation only where ſhe 
Le Wit hope to tyrannize without reſiſtance. She conti= 
; from her twentieth to her fifty-fifth year to tor- 


* t all her inferiors with fo much diligence, that ſhe 
: formed a principle of diſapprobation, and finds in 
1 place ſomething to grate hier mind, and diſturb her 
5 * ſhe takes the air, ſhe is offended with the heat or 
5 the glare of the ſun, or the gloom of the clouds; if 
; makes a viſit, the room in which ſhe is to be receiv- 


too light or too dark, or furniſhed with ſomething 
' h ſhe cannot ſee without averſion. Her tea is never 
ee right fort; the figures on the china give her diſ- 
„. Where there are children, ſhe hates the gabble of 
s; where there are none, ſhe cannot bear a place 
wut ſome cheerfulneſs and rattle. If many ſervants 
kept in a houſe, ſhe never fails to tell how Lord 
ſh was ruined by a numerous retinue; if few, ſhe 
tes the ſtory of a miſer that made his company wait 
hemſelves, She quarrelled with one family, becauſe 
had an unpleaſant view from their windows; with 
ther, becauſe the ſquirrel leaped within two yards of 
; and with a third, becauſe. ſhe could not bear the 
e of the parrot. 

f milliners and mantua-makers ſhe is the proverbial 
ent, She compels them to alter their work, then ta 
hake it, and contrive it after another faſhion; then 
nges her mind, and likes it better as 1t was at firſt; 
1 will have a ſmall improvement. Thus the proceeds 
no profit can recompenſe the vexation; they at laſt 
e the clothes at her houſe, and refule to ſerve her, 
maid, the only being that can endure her tyranny, 
telſes to take her own courſe, and hear her miſtreſs 
Such is the conſequence of peeviſhneſs; it can be 
ne only when it is deſpiſed, 

t lometimes happens that too cloſe an attention to 
Lute exactneſs, or a too rigorous habit of examining 
y thing by the ſtandard of perfection, vitiates the 
per rather than improves the underſtanding, and 
nes the mind to diſcera faults with unhappy pene- 
OL. II. I trations 


* 
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tration. It is incident likewiſe to men of vigorous |: 
gination to pleaſe themſelves too much with futu, Kent. 
and to fret becauſe thoſe expectations are difappoinM,;; me. 
which ſhould never have been formed. Knowledge books 
genius are often enemies to quiet, by ſuggeſting ident n th 
excellence, which men and the performances of und: 
cannot attain, But let no man raſhly determine Lenka 
his unwillingneſs to be pleaſed is a proof of under ha 
ing, unleſs his ſuperiority appears from leſs douMcomm 
evidence; for though peeviſhneſs may ſometimes |1 


F'y 


| 
Nl » e TY 
boaſt its deſcent from learning or from wit, it is nM overb 
oftener of baſe extraction, the child of vanity, and WW. 
iing of ignorance, From 
nt en 
Pich, E 
No. LXXV. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1 
. lation 
Diligitur nemo, niſi cui fortuna ſecunda eſt, þ: of tl 
ex, ſimul intonuit, proxima quæquc fugat. | Max 
Or WE PE 
court, 
When ſmiling fortune ſpreads her golden ray, appro! 
All crowd around to flatter and obey : tho deſi 
But when ſhe thunders from an angry ſky, kdied, 1 
Our friends, our flatterers, our lovers, fly. Þm one 
M:ss A. \\. ther 
honou 
To the Raml ier. IA 
Icliſſa, 
Sir, bniliari 
= 5 mpli 
TAE diligence with which you endeavour to cut i man 
the knowledge of nature, manners, and life, th thi 
perhaps incline you to pay fome regard to the obe edit 
tions of one who has been taught to know mankind it, a 
unwelcome information, and whoſe opinions are the Wi part 
ſult, not of ſolitary conjeCtures, but of practice anc Wi; 1 | 
perience. ve me 
I was born to a large fortune, and bred to the E ned! 
ledge of thoſe arts which are ſuppoſed to accomplil WW ferti 
mind and adorn the perſon of a woman, To the WW: ora: 


tauma IT 
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tu ments, which cuſtom and education almoſt forced 

Pong me, I added ſome voluntary acquiſitions by the uſe 

ave books, and the converſation of that ſpecies of men 

1CenWMom the ladics gencrally mention with terror and aver- 

ot a. under the name of Scholars, but whom I have found 

nc M mleſs and inoftenſive order of beings, not to much 

cri: than ourſelves, but that they may receive as well 

lou communicate knowledge ; and more *'nclined to de- 

ce their own character by coward: ( bmitlion, than 

15 128 overbcar or opprets us with thei; learning or their 
d. 

From theſe men, however, if they ate by kind treat- 

Int encouraged to talk, ſomething may be gained, 

Leh, embelliſhed with elegancy and ſoftened by mo- 

100 „ will always add dignity and value to female con- 

aon; and from my acquaintance with the bookiſh 

t of the world I derived many principles of judgment 

d maxims of prudence, by which I was enabled to 

N upon myſelf the general regard in every place of 

Mcourſe or pleaſure, My opinion was the great rule 

Lapprobation, my remarks were remembered by thoſe 

o defired the ſecond degree of fame, my mien was 

ied, my dreſs was imitated, my letters were handed 

Im one family to another, and read by t thoſe who co- 

chem as ſent to themſelves ; my viſits were ſolicited 


honours ; and multitudes boaſted of an intimacy with 
cia, who had only ſeen me by accident, and whoſe 
priliarity had never proceeded beyond the exchange of 
mpliment, or return of a courteſv. 
[ ſhall make no ſeruple of confeſſin g that I was pleaſed 
tu this univerſal vencration, becauſe I always confi- 
red it as paid to my intrinſic qualities and inſeparable 
Nt, and very eaſily perſuaded myſelf that fortune had 
part in my ſuperiority. When I looked upon my 
als I ſaw youth and beauty, with health that might 
Ive me reaſon to hope their continuance ; when ex- 
ce my mind, I found fome ſtrength of judgment 
| fertility of fancy ; and was told that every action 
5 grace, and that every accent was perſuaſion. 
ln this manner my life paſſed like a continual triumph 
2 amidit 
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amidſt acclamations, and envy, and courtſhip, and M8 un 


-— 2; 2 o * 
— — — —— 


treſſes: to pleaſe Meliſſa was the general ambition ; of" 
5 every ſtratagem of artful flattery was practiſed upon 
9 To be flattered is grateful, even when we know that e 
Praiſes are not believed by thoſe who pronounce te. ©" 
L for they prove, at leaſt, our power, and ſhew that f. 80 
favour 1s valued, ſince it is purchaſed by the mean, forbot 
of falſehood. But, perhaps, the flatterer is not ? ben 
detected, for an honeſt mind is not apt to ſuſpect ; ad and 

one exerts the power of diſcernment with much viz ny ot 

when ſelf-love favours the deceit, „ 

The number of adorers, and the perpetual diſtrad WW" © 

of my thoughts by new ſchemes of pleaſure, prevent” ©" 

me from liſtening to any of thoſe who crowd in mul © + 

tudes to give girls advice, and kept me unmarricd a © © © 
unengaged to my twenty-ſeventh year, when, as I oi 
towering in all the pride of unconteſted excellency, Hh 

a face yet little impaired, and a mind hourly impro-•iͥ 

the failure of a fund in which my money was p¹) ers 
reduced me to a frugal competency, which allowed © © 
beyond neatneſs and independence. lence 

I bore the diminution of my riches without any oo"! 

rages of ſorrow, or puſillanimity of dejection. Inde her 

did not know how much I had loft, for, having aui 7 
heard and thought more of my wit and beauty there 

my fortune, it did not ſuddenly enter my imagn⁰j, g e 

that Melifia could fink beneath her eſtabliſhed .] * 
while her form and her mind continued the fame; t * Pr 

The could ceaſe to raiſe admiration but by cc: te the 


to deſerve it, or feel any ſtroke but from the haul i” tete 
time. but by 
It was in my power to have concealed the lots, : ly en 
to have married, by continuing the fame appearance, 
all the credit of my original fortune; but I was n al 
| far funk in my own eſteem as to ſubmit to the batte * 
| of fraud, or to deſire any other recommendation ti." >> 
[ enſe and virtue. I therefore diſmiſſed my equip: ©" 
l fold thoſe ornaments which were become unſuitable es 
q my new condition, and appeared among thoſe v8 *+: 
il whom I uſed to converſe with leſs glitter, but with £4": 


ſpirit, 
J foun! 
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found myſelf received at every viſit, with ſorrow 


and 
= what is naturally felt for calamitics in which we 
_ part, and was entertained with condolence and 
has; Lat con, to frequently repeated, that my friends 
= Mau nſulted rather their own gratification than my 
ar . Some from that time refuted my acquaintance, 
en forbore, without any provocation, to repay my 
» 88:; {ome viſited me, but after a longer interval than 
ae and cvery return was ſtill with more delay; nor 
* ny of my female acquaintances fail to introduce the 
dia of my misfortunes, to compare my preſent and 
—m condition, to tell me how much it muſt trouble 
reno want the ſplendor winch I became fo well, to 
my at plcatures which I had formerly enjoyed, a ro 
TP 9a level with thoſe by whom I had been confider- 
Inning, in a higher ſphere, and who had hitherto 
i oached me with reverence and ſubmiſſion, which 
wing now no longer to expect, 
a bſervations like theſe are commonly nothing better 
covert inſults, which ſerve to give vent to the 
lence of pride, but they are now and then impru— 
On tl uttered by honeſty and benevolence, and inflict 


where kindneſs is intended; I will, therefore, o 
maintain my antiquated claim to politeneſs, as to 
ture the eſtablihment of this rule, that no one 
ut to remind nn of misfortunes of which the 
rer does not co mp! ain, and which there are no 
ns propoſed of alleviating. You have no right to 
te thoughts which neceſſarily give pain whene\ er 
return, and which perth aps might not have rev1- 
hut by abfurd and unſcaſonable compaſlion. 

My endleſs train of lovers immediately withdrew, 
bout raiſing any emotions. The greater part had 
ced always profeſſed to court, as it is termed, upon 
lquare, had enquired my fortune, and offered ſet- 
nents; theſe had undoubtedly a right to retire with- 
cenſure, fince they had openly treated for moneys 
neceilary to their happinets, and who can tell how 
e they wanted any other portion? I have always 


Welt the clamours of women unrealonable, who 
13 imagine 


. 
vw. TT 


4 ' C E 
_ l ox 
5 _— = 
Ig & q M b 
: , _ 


aac 


* Ls 
iti 


100 THE RAMBLER. 


imagine themſelves injured becauſe the men who! 
lowed them upon the ſuppoſition of a greater forty 


reject them when they are diſcovered to have leb. 
have never known any lady who did not think . 
a title to ſome ſtipulations in her favour; and fr 


what is claimed by the poſſeſſion of money is jus 
forfeited by it's loſs. She that has once demand: 


ſettlement has allowed the importance of fortune; 
when ſhe cannot ſhew pecuniary merit, why {lould 
think her cheapener obliged to purchaſe ? 


My lovers were not all contented with filent def 


tion. Some of them revenged the neglect which t 


had formerly endured by wanton and ſuperfluous | 


ſults, and endeavoured to mortify me, by paving, 
my preſence, thoſe civilitics to other ladies which 
once devoted only to me. But, as it had been mvr 


to treat men according to the rank of their intel/e#t, 


had never ſuffered any one to waſte his life in Tuſp« 
who could have employ ed it to better purpote, and 
there fore no enemies but coxcombs, whoſe reſtmm 
and reſpect were equaliy below my confideration. 

The only pain which I have felt from degradat 
is the loſs of that influence which I had always (N 
on the ſide of virtue, in the defence of innocenec, 
the aſſertion of truth. I now find my opinions flight 
my ſentiments criticiſed, and my arguments c 
by thoſe that uſed to liften to me without . 
and ſtruggle to be firſt in expreſſing their convict 

The female diſputants have wholly thrown of 
authority; and if I endeavour to enforce my re: 
by an appeal to the ſcholars that happen to be pre 
the wretches arc certain to pay their court by ſacrinei 
me and my ſyſtem to a finer gown, and I am er 
hour inſulted with contradiction by cowards, " 
could never find till lately that Meliſſa was liabe 
error. 

There are two perſons only whom I cannot ch 
with having changed their conduct with my che 
of fortune. One is an old curate that has paſſed 
life in the duties of his profeſſion, with great reputi 
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knowledge and piety ; the other is a lieutenant of 
ons. The parſon made no difficulty in the height 
my elevation to check me when J was pert, and in- 
+ me when I blunderecd; and it there is any al- 
ion, he is now more timorous left his freedom 
d be thought rudencſs. The ſoldier never paid 
any particular addreſſes, but very rigidly obſerved 
the rules of politeneſs, which he 1s now ſo far from 
xing, that whenever he ſerves the tea, he obſti- 
carries me the firſt diſh, in defiance of the frowns 
whiſpers of the table. 

is, Mr. Rambler, is 7 /ee the zvorld. It is im- 
ible for thoſe that have only known affluence and 
perity, to judge rightly of themſelves or others. 
: rich and the powerful live in a perpetual maſque- 
„ in which all about them wear borrowed charac- 
and we only diſcover in what eſtimation we are 
„ when we can no longer give hopes or fears. 

I am, &c. 
MEL1ssA. 


.LXXVI. SATURDAY; DECEMBER 8, 1750. 


Silvis ubi paſſim 

Palantes error certo de tramite pellit, 

le ſiniſtrorſum, hic dextrorſum abit, unus utrique 
Lrrory ſed variis illudit partibus. Hon. 


While mazy error draws mankind aſtray 

From truth's ſure path, cach takes his devious way; 

One to the right, one to the left recedes, 

Alike deluded, as each fancy leads. ELPHINSTON, 


is eaſy for every man, whatever be his character 

vith others, to find reaſons for eſteeming himſelf; 
therefore cenſure, contempt, or conviction of 

&, ſeldom deprive him of his own favour. Thoſe, 
e, who can ſee only external facts, may look 
upon 
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Ry | 


upon him with abhorrence; but when he call, 
ſelf to his own tribunal, he finds every fault, 
abſolutely citaced, yct ſo much palliated by the 
neſs of his intentions, and the cogency of the n 
that very little guilt or turpitude remains; and 
e takes a ſurvey of the whole complication « 
character, hz diſcovers ſo many latent excellenci, 


many virtues thar want but an opportunity to { 


themiclves in aft, and ſo many kind withes for 


verſal 1 . that he looks on himſelf as {uf 


unjuſtly un infamy of. ſingle failings, 
the general tember of his mind is pegs ki. Gr | 
garded. 


It is natural to mean well, when only abſtract! 
% the mind, and no parti 
1 rectitude; and fo will 


of virtue are propol.d 
paſſion turns us 1 
every man to flag 
tween approving law 

ly forgotten; he that 


(cif, that the difference 
be ying them, 1s tree 


cepts, than they conform to his own defircs; 


counts himſelf among her warmeſt lovers, becai! 
pratles her beauty, thou! gh every rival ſeals awa! 


heart. 

There are, however, great numbers who havc 
le recourſe to the refivernents of ſpeculation, but 
yet live at peeve with themſelves, by means whuc; 


quire leſs und -rftanding, or leſs attention. V 
their hcarts arc burthened with the cont{ctouinel; 
crime, inſtead of ſeeking for fome remedy w! 


themſelves, they look round upon the reft of mans. 


to tind others tainted with the ſame guilt : they p. 


themſelves with vbſcrving, that they have number 


their fide; and that, though they are hunted out! 
the ſociety of good men, they are not likely to be 


demned to ſolitude. 
It may be obſerved, perhaps without exception, 


none are ſo induſtrious t to detect wickedneſs, or 1 1 


noveldges the obligatic 
morality, and pleafes his vanity with enforcing * 
to others, concludes himtelf zcalous in the caut 
virtue, though he has no longer any reg: ard to her 
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mpute it, as they whoſe crimes are apparent 
nfeſſed. They envy an unblemiſhed reputation, 
at they envy they are buſy to deſtroy; they are 
ing do ſuppuſe themſelves meancr, and more 
t than others; and therefore willingly pull down 
their elevations thoſe with whom they cannot 
an equality. No man yet was ever wicked 
ut ſecret diſcontent; and, accordin g to the dif- 
| degrees of remaining virtue, or unextinguithed 
| he either endeavours to reform himlſ; MI or 
1 others; either to regain rhe ſtation which he 
uitted, or prevail on others to imitate his de- 
l, 
has always been conſidered as an alleviation of mi- 
not to ſuffer alone, even witcu union and ſociety 
Mntribute nothing to refiſtane: or eſcape; ſome 
ort of the ſame kind ſeems 15 incite wickedneſs 
« allociates; though, indeed, nother reaſon may 


N. for as guilt 15 propagated, the power of re- 


is diminiſhed, d among numbers equally de- 
le, every individual may be ſheltered from ſhame, 
n not from conſcience. 

ther lenitive by waich the throbs of the breaſt 


fuaged, is the contemplation, not of the fame, 


{ different crimes. He that cannot juſtify himſelf 
reſemblance to others, is ready to try ſome other 
nent, and to enquire what will rife to his advan- 
om oppoſition and diſſimilitude. He caſily finds 
faults in every human being, which he weiglis 
t his own, and cafily makes them preponderate 
ne Keeps the balance in his own hand, and 


Ws in or takes out at his pleaſure, circumſtances 


nake them heavier or lighter. He then triumphs 
comparative purity, and ſets himſelf at eaſe, 
auſe he can refute the cnarges advanced againſt 
but becauſe he can cenſure his accuſers with 
uſtice; and no longer fears the arrows of re- 
, when he has ftorcd his magazine of malice 
vcapons equally tharp and equally envenomed. 


This 
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This practice, though never juſt, is yet fpe 
and artful, when the cenſure is directed againſt & 


tions to the contrary extreme, The man who is br 
with cowardice may, with ſome appearance e 
pricty, turn all his force of argument againſt a 
contempt of life, and rath precipitation into u 


ſary danger. Every receſſion from temerity * n 
proach tow: ards cow ardicc ; and though 1t be conk 
that bravery, like other virtues, ſtands between! 


on either hand, yet the place of the middle poin: 


always be cuputed 3 he may, therefore, often ju 
upon careleſs underſtandings, by turning the atten 


wholly from himſelf, and k. cping it fixcd invaria 
the oppoſite fault; and by ſhewing how many ey! 


avoided by 1 behaviour, he may conceal for at 


thoſe which arc incurred. 


But vice bu a5 not always opportunities or addref 
ſuch artful ſubterfuges; men often extenuate their 
guilt, only by vague and general charges upon cd 
or endeavour to gain reſt to themſelves by pointing | 


other prey to the purſuit of cenſure. 


Every v hiſper of infamy is induſtriouſly circu!; 
EY cry Hint of ſuſpicion Cas gerly impr i OV ed, and ever! 
ubl; ſhed, by thoſe who 


jure of conduct joyfully 
tereſt it is that the eye and voice of the publick ſho. 
employed on any rather than on themſelves. 

All theſe artifices, and a thouſand others ec 


vain and equally deſpicable, are incited by that c 
tion of the deformity of wickedneſs, from which! 
can ſet himſelf free; and by an abſurd defire to 
rate the cauſe from the effects, and to enjoy the prot 
crimes without ſuffering the ſhame. Men are wi 


to try all methods of reconciling guilt and quiet, 


when their underſtandings are ſtubborn and ut 


plying, raife their paſſions againſt them, and ho 
overpower their own know led ge. 


It is generally not ſo much "the deſire of men,! | 


mto depravity, to deceive the world as themic 
fur when no particular circumſtances make the! 
pendant on others, infamy diſturbs them little, bu! 
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their remorſe, and is echocd to them from their 


hearts, The ſentence mott dreaded is that of 
and conſcience, which they would engage on 
ide at any price but the labours of duty and the 
vs of repentance. For this purpoſe every fe- 

ment and fallacy is ſought, the hopes ſtill reſt 
ſome new experiment till life is at an end; and 
t hour ſteals on unperceived, while the faculries 

ngaged in reſiſting reaſon, and repreſſing the ſenſe 
e Divinc diſapprobation. 


on CCI ꝶêe 
XXVII. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 17:0. 
0s dignum æterno nitidum quod fulzeat 3 


Si mallet laudare Deum, cui ſordida monſtt. 
Pretulit, & liquidam temperavit crimine vocem. 


PavuDENT. 
A golden ſtatue ſuch a wit might claim, 
Had God and virtu- rais'd the noble flame; 
But, ah f how lewd a ſubject has he ſung, 
What vile obſcenity profanes his tongue! F. Lewis, 


1ONG thoſe whoſe hopes of diftinftion, or 
riches, ariſe from an opinion of their intellectual at- 
ents, it has been, from age to age, an eſtabliſhed 
m to complain of the invratitude of mankind to 
inſtructors, and the diſcourarement which men of 
us and ſtudy ſuffer from avarice and ignorance, from 
prevalence of falſe taſte, and the encroachment of 

nty. 
len are moſt powerfully affected by thoſe evils which 
plelves feel, or which appear before their own eycs; 
PO bins never been a time of ſuch general fe- 
but that many have failed to obtain the rewards 
uch they had, in their own judgment, a juſt claim, 
ended writer has always declaimed, in the rage 
appointment, againſt his age or nation; nor is 
© one Who has not fallen upon times more unfa- 
vourab - 


r 
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vourable to learning than any former century, 9 
docs not wiſh that he had been reſerved in the i; 


bility of non-cxiſtence to ſome happier hour, why 


terary merit ſhall no longer be deipifed, and th, 

and careſſes of mankind ſhall recompenſe the 1 

ſtudy, and add luſtre to the charms of wit. 
Many of theſe clamours are undoubtedly to he 


ſidered only as the burſts of pride never to be (iti; 


as the prettle of affectation mimicking diſtreſſes u 
or as the common-places of vanity ſolicitous for 
dour of ſentences, and acuteneſs of remark. ) 
cannot be denied that frequent diſcontent muſt pr 
from frequent hardſhips ; and though it is evident, 
not more than one age or people can deſerve th, 


ſure of being more averſe from learning than aux d 


yet at all times knowledge muſt have encountered 
pediments, and wit been mortiſied with contemę 
haraſſed with perſecution. 

It is not neceſſary, however, to join immediate 
the outcry, or to condemn mankind as pleaſed 


ignorance, or always envious of ſuperior abilities.“ 


miſeries of the learned have been related by them, 
and ſince they have not been found exempt from 
partiality with which men look upon their own & 
and ſufferings, we may conclude that they hn 


forgotten to deck their cauſe with the brighteſt a 
The logician collect 


ments, and ſtrongeſt colours. 
his ſubtilties when they were to be employed in his 


defence; and the maſter of rhetorick exerted 2: 
his adverſary all the arts by which hatred is embitie 


and indignation inflamed. 


To believe no man in his own cauſe, is the ſtand 
Since, the 
fore, in the controverſy between the learned and ! 


and perpetual rule of diſtributive juſtice. 


enemies, we have only the pleas of one party, d 
party more able to delude our underſtandings, an: 
gage our paſſions, we muſt determine our opinid 


facts unconteſted, and evidences on each fide al.o 


ro be genuine. 


By this procedure, I know not whether the fin 
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1c WT find their cauſe promoted, or the compaſſion which 
yy expect much increaſed. Let their conduct be im- 
| 0 tially ſurveyed ; let them be allowed no longer to 
5 # attention at their pleaſure, by expatiating on 


uc t ; , ">, 
ir own deſerts ; let neither the dignity of knowledge 
obe -e the judgment, nor the graces of elegance 


uc it. It will then, perhaps, be found, that they 
re not able to produce claims to kinder treatment, 


provoked the calamities which they ſuffered, and 
1 m wanted friends but when they wanted virtue. 
t pr hat few men, celebrated for theoretick wiſdom, live 
em. Ih conformity to their precepts, muſt be readily con- 
the e; and we cannot wonder that the indignation of 
uind riſes with great vehemence againſt thote who 
rd ect the duties which they appear to know with o 
eint ng conviction the neceſſity of performing. Yet 
e no man has power of acting equal to that of 
ian ing, I know not whether the ſpeculatiſt may not 
ſed Hetimes incur cenſures too ſevere, and by thofe who 
* n ideas of his life from their knowledge of his 
, be conſidered as worſe than others, only becauſe 
om Wv'a5 expected to be better. 
le by whoſe writings the heart is rectified, the appe- 
1+ Ws counteratted, and the paſſions repreſſed, may be 
t dcred as not unprofitable to the great republick of 


manity, even though his behaviour thould not al- 
s exemplify his rules. His inſtructions may dif- 
ae checir influence to regions in which it will not be 
urcd, whether the author be albus an ater—200d or 


ms 4 ; - 

M to times when all his faults and all his follics ſhall 
{120M ot in torgetfulneſs, among things of no concern or 
. WF ortance to the world; and he may kindle in thou- 


s and ten thouſands that flame which burnt but dimly 
bimſelf, through the fumes of paſſion, or the damps 
wardice. The vicious moraliſt may be conſidered 
a taper, by which we are lighted through the laby- 
th of complicated paſſions; he extends his radiance 
ther than his heat, and guides all that are within 
W, but burns only thoſe who make too near ap- 


aches. 
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108 THE RAMBLER, 

Yet fince good or harm muſt be received for the x wig” 
part from thoſe to whom we are familiarly know: 100 
whoſe vices overpower bis virtues, in the comp. . 
which his vices can extend, has no reaſon to com N 
that he meets not with affection or veneraticn, r of 
thoſe with whom he paſſes his life are more corr: 
by his practice than enlightened by his ideas. Al _ - 
ration begins where acquaintance ceaſes; and b of, 
vourers are diſtant, but his enemies at hand. 1 855 

Yet many have dared to boaſt of neglected me my p 
and to challenge their age for cruelty and fo 00 
whom it cannot be alledged that they have endea = . 
to increaſe the wiſdom or virtue of their K 
They have been at once profligate in their lives, 5 
licentious in their compoſitions ; have not only fu oh 
the paths of virtue, but attempred to lure others a 2 * | 
them. They have ſmoothed the road of perditian, 2 . 
vered with flowers the thorns of guilt, and taugt ren Tr 
tation ſweeter notes, ſofter blandiſiments, and ftror 7101 
allurements. ry 

It has been apparently the ſettled purpoſe off 9s; 
writers, whole powers and acquiſitions place them! ry 
in the rank of literature, to ſet faſhion on the fide 4 > 
wickedneſs; to recommend debaucherv and lewtn Yew 
by aſſociating them with qualities moſt likely to d = 
the diſcernment and attract the affections; and ro bk... 
innocence and goodneſs with fuch attendant wi Xi 
neſſes as neceſſarily expoſe them to contempt aud my 
riſion. * 

Such naturally found intimates among the . "= 
the thoughtleſs, and the intemperare ; paſſed ther | N. 
amidſt the levities of ſportive idleneſs, or the wi 3 
profeſſions of drunken frienc ſhip; and fed their hy * 
with the promiſes of wretches, whom thar pred hea 
had taught to ſcoff at trath. But when fools ! To 
laughed away their ſprightlineſs, and the langoun = 
exceſs could no longer be relieved, they ſaw their! 2 — 
tectors hourly drop away, and wondered and for! Sa, 
to find themſelves abandoned. Whether their col kari 


nlons perſiſted in wickednels, or returned to vi 
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ere left equ: illy without afliſtance; for debau- be 

Nac as *%% 

: 5 ; ſelfiſh and negligent, and from virtue the vir- 2 
1 only can _ regard. N 


is laid by Florus of Catiline, who died in the 
lit of Seu enemies, that that bis death had 
/ | Mlujtrious, bad it been ſuffered for his country. Of 
| ho have languitheit away life under the preſ- 
; poverty, or in the reſtleſſneſs of {uſps nie, ca- 
| ph. rejected, flattered and deſpiſed, as they were 
ore Or cſs ule to thoſe who ſtiled themlelves their 
s, it might be obſerved, that their miteries would 
ce compadiſion, had they been brought upon them 
ity and religion. 
Ic Ae of a looſe or profane author is more 
dess than that of the giddy lbertine, or drunken 
her; not only becauſe it extends it's effects wider, 
peſtilence that taints the air is more deſtructive 
poiſon infuſed in a draught, but becauſe it is 
IItted with cool deliberation. By the inſtanta- 
violence of deſire, a good man may ſometimes be 
ied before reflection can come to yy reſcuc ; when 
ppetites have ſtrengthened their mn! ence by habit, 
are not eaſily ret lite or {1 ;ppretled ; but for the 
la ainy of ſtudious lewdneſs, for hs calm ma- 
> of laboured impicty, what apology can be in- 
What puniſhment can be adequate to the crime 
Wm who retires to ſolitudes for the refinement of 
chery; who tortures his fancy, and ranſacks his 
, only tuat he may leave tlie world lets virtuous 
be ſound it; that he may intercept the hopes of 
nung _—_—_ and ſpread ſnares for the foul with 
1 xterity ? 
bY t Were their motives, or what their excuſes, 15 
the dignity of reaſon to examine. If having ex- 
add in themſelves the diftinftion of right and 
, they were inſenſible of the miſchief which they 
wed, they deſerved to be hunted down by the ge- 
compact, as no longer vartaking of ſocial nature : 
enced hy the corruption of patrons, or readers, 
| lacrificed their own convictions ta vanity or in- 
* K 2 tereſt, 
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tereſt, they were to be abhorred with more acm ers 


than he that murders for pay; ſince they commm rf. 
greater crimes without greater temptations. ve 11 
Of him, to Thom much is given, muck ſhall i: fi 1c 
wired, Thoſe whom God has favoured with up 
Faculties, and made eminent for quickneſs of int (ur. 
and accuracy of diſtinctions, will certainly be rey long 
as culpable in his eye, for defects and deviations our; 
in ſouls leſs enlightened, may be guiltleſs. But, ed. 
none can think without horror on that man's condter th 
why has been more wicked in proportion as he Hinder 
more means of excelling in virtue, and uſed the livht Mir cx 
parted from Heaven only to cmbelliſh folly, aud & nan 
luſtre upon crimes. Int 
ch t 
n 7... dme 
No. LXXVIII.SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1: ap g 
Mors {ola fatetur | 1. 
Quantula ſint hominum corpuſcula, I 1 
LA 
Death only this myſterious truth unfolds, pd, 
The mighty ſoul how ſmall a body holds. Dart g 
CS all 
- ORPORAL ſenſation is known to depen. on 
much upon novelty, that cuſtom takes away hp” tt 
many things their power of giving ple ature or t Ih 
Thus a new dreſs becomes caty by wearing it, aa 
P* alate is reconciled by degrees to diflies Which 1 man 
diſguſted 1 . Tb by long r habit of c carrying 1 1 along 
we loſe, in great part, our Tentibility of it's weight, e!enci 
man may be convinced by putting on for an hour ad 
armour of our anceſtors ; for he will ſcarcely ec 
that men would have h ad much inclination to mil N14 
and battles, encumbered and oppreſſed, as he wi: Ur re 
himſelf, with the ancient panoply. Yet the hero6' | maſt 
overrun regr ns, and ſtormed towns in iron accu! lon 
ments, he knows not to have been bigger, and hs ng 
reaſon to imagine them ſtronger than the preſent! r C 


of men; he therefore muſt conclude, that their pt 
* 


THE RAMBLER, III 
cru ers were conferred only by peculiar habits, and that 
mmi ir familiarity with the d ſrels of war enabled them to 


ve in it with eaſe, vigour, and agility. 
Leit {( ms to be rhe condition of our preſent tate, 
ſupen i pain mould be more fixed and permanent than 


wum luc Uncaſineſs gives way by ſlow degrees, and 
cg long before it quits it's poſſeſſion of the ſenſory ; but 
WW 1:1 gratifications are vo latile, vagrant, and c. ifily dif- 
1 ated, The fragrance of the jcflamine bower is loſt 


ter the enjoyment of a few moments, and the Indian 
nders among his native ſpices without any ſenſe of 
ir exhalations. It is, indeed, not neceſſary to ſhew 
nany inſtances What al! 3 contels, by an in- 
fant call for varicty, and feſtleſs purſuit of enjoyments, 
ich they value only becauſe unpoſſoſled. 
8 mething ſimilar, or analogous, may be obſerved in 
f ects produced i immediately upon the nund; nothing 
MW con: gly ſtrike or affect us, but what is rare or ſud- 
en. The moſt important events, when they become 
. ailiar, are no longer conſidered with wonder or ſo- 
_ and thar vw hich at firſt filled up our whole at- 
jon, and left no place for any other that lit, 15 ſoonx 
uſt aſide into ſome remote repoſitory ot the mind, and 
CY amo mg other lumber of the mem: rv, overiooked 
lected. Thus far the mind reſcrubles the bs dy, 
here the limilitude is at an end. 
The manner in which external force acts upon the 
dy is very little ſubject to the regulation of the will ; 
o Man can at pleaſure obrund or invigorate his lenlcs, 
along the agency of an impulſe, or continue the 
refence of any image traced upon the eye, or any 
nd infuſed into the car. But our ideas are more 
ject to choice; we can call them before us, and 
mand their ſtay; we can facilitate and promote 
r recurrence, we can either repreſs their intruſion, 
haſten their retreat. It is therefore the buſineſs of 
” ni and virtue, to ſclect among numberleſs objcfts 
ing for our notice, ſuch as may enable us to exalt 
ir . extend our views, and ſecute our happingſs. 
2 iis choice is to be made with very little regard to 
K 3 Taren cls 
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IIZ THE 


rareneſs or frequency; for nothing is valuable mer 
becauſe it is either rare or common, but becauſ: ;; 

adapted to ſome uſeful purpoſe, and enables us to {un. 
ply ſome deficiency of our nature. 

Milton has judiciouſly repreſented the father of ni 
kind, as f{cizcd with horror and aſtoniſhment at the fig 
of death, cxhibited to him on the Mount of Vis. 
For, ſurely, nothing can ſo much diſturb the paſſions, 
perplex the intellects of man, as the diſruption of 
union with viſible nature; a ſeparation from all tha: hx 
hitherto delighted or engaged him ; a change not 
of the place, but the manner of his being; an entrane 
into a ſtate not ſimply which he knows not, but Wie 
perhaps he has not faculties to know; an mmeduur: 
and perceptible communication with the Supreme Being, 
and, what is above all diſtreſsful and alarining, the tina 
ſentence, and unalterable allotment. 

Yet we to whom the ſhortneſs of life has given fre- 
quent eccaſtions of contemplating mortality, can with: 
out emotion, ſce generations of men pats away, and ar 
at leiſure to eftabliſh modes of forrow, and adjuſt th! 
ceremonial cf death. We can look upon funcral pony 
as a common ſpectacle in which we have no concern, 
and turn away from it to trifles and amuſements, with. 
out dejection of look, or inquietude of heart. 

It is, indeed, apparent from the conſtitution of ti: 
world, that there muſt be a time for other thought, 
and a perpetual mediation upon the laſt hour, however 
it may become the ſolitude of a monaſtry, is inconfilten 
with many duties of common life. But ſurely the x. 
membrance of death ought to predominate in 0! 
minds, as an habitual and ſettled principle, aw?! 
operating, though not always percieved; and our atten 
tion ſhould ſeldom wander fo far from our own condit!01 
as not tobe recalled and fixed by fight of an event, u 
muſt ſoon, we know not how toon, happen likewiſe ' 
ourſelves, and of which, though we cannot appoint tit 
time, we may ſecure the conſequence. 

Every inſtanee of death may juſtly awaken our fear 
and quicken our vigilance ; but its frequency fo muck 
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THE RAMBLER. 113 
er tts eſteét, that we are ſeldom alarmed unless 
1 cloſe connection is broken, ſome ſcheme: fruſtrated, 
(up. ne hope defeated. Many therefore ſcem to paſs 

n youth to decrepitude ithout any reflection on 
N21 Wi end of hte, becauſe they are wholly involved within 
leeres, and look on others only as inhabitants of 
if;on ommon earth, without any expectation of receiv - 
5, od, or intention of f beſtowing 1 it. 


i ents, of which we confeſs the importance, excite 
1 ſenſibi litv, unleſs they affect us more ncarly than 

bharers in the common intereſt of mankind ; that de- 
abe which every man feels of being remembered and 
ente l is often mortiſied when we remark how little 
cer s cauted by the eternal departure even of thoſe 
eing have paſſed their lives with publick honours, and 
nan diſtingoiſhed by extraordinary perforin: mces. It 
t poſſible to be regarded with tenderneſs, exce pt by 
w. Thar merit which gives greatneſs and renown, 


VI fes 1ts influence to q wide compats, but acts weakly 

| are oy ſingle breaſt; it is placed at a diſtance from 
1 ſpeetators, and ſhmes like one of the remore 
ON Of witch tic light reaches Us, but not the hear. 
mc wit, the hero, the philoſopher, whom their tem— 


or their fortunes have hindered from intimate re- 
„ die, without any other effect than that of ad- 
' a new topick to the converſation of the day. 
v Impreſs none with any freſh conviction of fs 
ty of our nature, becauſe nene had any particular 
reſt in their lives, or was united to them by a reci- 
on of benefits and endearments. 
Thus r often happens, that thoſe who in their lives 
e applauded and admired, arc laid at laſt in the 
Ind without the common honour of 4 ſtone; be- 
e by thoſe excellencies with wiuch many were de- 
= none had been obliged ; and, though they had 
y to celebrate, they had none to love them. 
Cuſtom fo far regulates rhe ſentiments, at leaſt of 
mon minds, that | believe men may be generally 
erved to grow leſs tender as they advance in age. 
who, when life was new, melted at the loſs "of 
every 


1 
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every companion, 
upon the grave into which his laſt friend wes th 
and into which himſelf is ready to tail; nat that he 
willing to dic than formerly, but that he is more 
liar to the death of others, and therefore is nt 
ſo far as to conſider how much nearer he approac 
his end. But this is to ſubmit tamely to the tx 
of accident, and to ſuffer -our reaton to lie 
Every funcral may juſtly be conſidered as a ſumm 


prepare for that fate into which it thew's us th 
and the ſummons is more! 


mult ſometime enter; 
and piercing, as the event of which it warns u 
leſs diſtance. To neglect at any time preoparat! 


death, is to ſleep on our poſt ut a ſiege; but to en 


in old age, is to ſleep at an attack. 


It has always appeared to me one of the moſt l 
ing paſſages in the viſions of uey 2 which ſtien 
205 thoſe as fools who complain that t! ney failed of | 


pineſs by ſudden death. © How,' ſays he, 


be ſudden to a being who always knew that hes 


© die, and that the time of his de: ith was uncertain 
Since buſineſs and gaicty are alw ays drawing 
attention away from a tuture liate, ſome adm: 


frequently neceſſary to recall it to our minds; 
what can more properly renew the mpreſixqp than 


examples of mortality which every day {upplics 


great incentive to virtue is the reflection that wer 
die; it will therefore be utetul to accuſtorn ourfe' 
10 contider how fomn 
may be added to the number of thoſe whoſe proba 
is paſt, and whoſe happincts or miſcry ſhall cudur: 


whenever we ice a funcral, 
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LXXIX. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 15:0. 


Tam ſæpe noſtrum decipi fabullum, quid 
Miraris, aule? Semper bonus homo tiro eſt. MAxr. 


ty You wonder I've ſo little wit, 
| Friend John, fo often to be bit: 
1 None better guard againſt a cheat 
the Than he who is a knave complete. F. Lewis. 


1 USPICTION, however neceſſary it may be to our 
Ae (fe paſſage through ways beſet on all ſides by fraud 
(1884 malice, has been always conſidered, when it ex- 
ds the common meaſures, as a token of depravity 
corruption; and a Greek writer of ſentences has 
down as a ſtanding maxim, that he who believes not 
ther an his oath, knows himſelf ta be pergured. 
d We can form our opinions of that which we know 
„only by placing it in compariſon with ſomething 
n: ue know: whoever, therefore, is overrun with 
io W'picion, and detects artifice and ſtratagem in every 
poſal, muſt either have learned by experience or ob- 
rvation the wickedneſs of mankind, and been taught 
N avoid fraud by having often ſuffered or ſeen treache- 
; or he muſt derive his judgment from the conſciouſ- 
fs of his own diſpoſition, and impute to others the 


CN 

esc inclinations which he feels predommant in him- 
f. 

* To learn caution by turning our eyes upon life, and 
0 dtereing the arts by which negligence is ſurprited, ti- 


Pidity overborne, and credulity amuſed, requires either 
eat latitude of converſe, and long acquaintance with 
puſineſs, or uncommon activity of vigilance, and acute- 
* « of Pencerra tion. When therefore a young man, 
wt qyſtinguiſhed by vigour of intellect, comes into the 
ld full of fe rup! les and diſſidence; makes a bargain 
with many prov iſional limitations; heſitates in his an- 
der to 4 common queſtion, left more ſhould be intend-— 
than he can imnicdiately diſcover; has a long reach 
18 
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in detecting the projcet> of his acquaintance ; conſid the 
every care is- as an att of hypocrit 1, and feels upon 
gratitude nor affection from the ee 0 a neve 
friends, becauſe he believes no one to have an: bette 
tendernet but for ee whatever expectations ing 
early ſagacity may raiſe of his future eminence or ; 
ef, I can ſeldom forbcar to conſider him as a w; aſp ci 
incapablc of gencroſity or benevolence, as a villain it is 
completed beyond the nced of common opportu: Ws {aid 
and gradual tempt: uions. p long 
Upon men of this clas, inſtruction and admomm bear 
are generally thrown-away, becauſe they conſider an to h 
and deceit as proofs of underſtanding; they are milp{clf a 
at the ſame time by the two great ſeducers of tic word ch11d! 
vanity and intereſt; and not only lock upon thoſc fibre 
act with openneſs and confidence, as condemned avoid 
their principles to obſcurity and want, but as conte trien 
tible for narrowneſs of con iprehenſon, ſhortne!; y at 
views, and flowncls of contrivance. man ! 
The world has been long amuſed with the ment" wo 
of policy in publick tranlactions, and of art in brucß eher 
affairs; they have been conſidered as the effect re 
great qualities, and as unattainable by men of the eg. @ 
mon level : yet! have not found many performanc ons, 
either of art or policy, that required ſuch ſtupend os the 4 
forts of intelle&, or might not have been effected R 
falſehood and impudence, without the aſſiſtance of Wren; 
other powers. To profeſs what he does not mear t he 
promiſe what he cannot perform, to flatter amb if 
with proſpects of promotion, and miſery with by p firſt 
relief; to ſoothe pride with appearances of ſubr * nch v 
and appeaſe enmity by blandiſlunents and bri] b 11 
ſurely imply nothing more or greater than a mind asp 
voted wholly to its own pu rp! es, a face that cannz]aPe!s : 


bluſh, and a heart that cannot feel. 

Theſe practices are ſo mean and baſe, that he 
finds in him! elf no tendency to uſe them, cannot li! 
belicyc that they arc conſidered by others with Icfs de. 
te ſtation: he therefore ſulfers lamſelf to flumber 
talle ſecurity, and becomes a prey to thoſe wiv 7 


} . 
| "oy 
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d their own ſubtilty, becauſe they know how to 
upon his ſleep, and exult in the ſucceſs which they 
| never have obtained, had they not attempted a 


an better than themſelves, who was hindered from 
ons ting their ſtratagems, not by folly, but by inno- 
OT 7 . 

v uſpicion is, indeed, a temper ſo uncaſy and reſtleſs, 
mn it is very juſtly appointed the concomitant of guilt. 
[tun g aid, that no torture is equal to the inhibition of 

p long continued; a pain to which the ſtate of that 
Non | bears a very exact analogy who dares never give 
an to his vigilance and circumſpection, but contuters 
mi {elf as ſurrounded by ſecret foes, and fears to intruſt 
ue children, or his friend, with the fecret that throbs 


e i breaſt, and the anxicties that break into his face. 
nec 9 avoid, at this expence, thoſe evils to which caſineſs 
aten friendihip might have expoſed him, is ſurely to buy 
el; Wy at too dear a rare, and, in the language of the 

man ſatiriſt, to ſave life by loſing all for which a wiſe 
dent would live. 


bruch when in the diet of the German empire, as Came- 
CES 1s relates, the princes Were Once diſphaying their fe- 
1 ty, and each boaſting the advantages of his own ͤ do- 


ane ions, one who pofleſſed a country not remarkable 
the grandeur of its cities, or the fertility of its ſoil, 


£ e to ſpeak, and the reſt liſtened between pity and 
f tempt, till he dectared, in honour of his territories, 
an t he could travel through them without a guard, 

fl, if he was weary, fleep in fafery upon the lap of 
90 firſt man whom he ſhould meet; a commendation 
ra ch would have been il exchanged for the boaſt of 

c ces, paſturcs, or reams. 

ee alpicion is not leſs an enemy to virtue than to hap- 
nes: he that is alrcady corrupt is naturally ſuſpi- 


us, and he that becomes ſuſpicious. will quickly be 
rvpt. It is too common for us to learn rhe trauds 
K hich ourſelves have ſuffered; men who are once 
uaded that deccit will be employed againſt them, 
times think the fame arts juſtificd by the neceſſity 
defence. Even they veliele virtue is too well eſta- 
blllhie d 
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bliſhed to give way to example, or be ſhaken by {y 


try, muſt yet feel their love of mankind dimini 
with their eſteem, and grow leſs zealous for the h 
pineſs of thoſe by whom they imagine their own hay 


nels endangered. 


Thus we find old age, upon which ſuſpicion 


been ſtrongly impreſſed by long intercourſe with 


world, inflexible and ſevere, not caſily ſoften 


ſubmiſſion, melted by complaint, or ſubdued by ſup 


cation. Frequent experience of counterfeited n 


rics, and diſlembled virtue, in time overcomes that 
potition to tenderneſs and ſympathy, which is ſo pow 
ful in our younger years; and they that hap PP: 


petition the old for compaſſion or afliftance, are do 
to languiſh without regard, and ſuffer for the crim: 
men who have formerly been found undeſerving vr 
grateful. 


Hiſtorians are certainly chargeable with the de 


vation of mankind, when they relate without ce 
thoſe: ſtratagems of war by which the virtue: 

enemy are engaged to his deſtruction. 
before a port, weather-beaten and ſhatte red, and 
crew implore the liberty of repairing their bre. 


ſupplying themſelves with neceſſarics, or buryiny ! 
The humanity of the inhabitants met t 


dead. 
to conſent, the ſtrangers enter the rown with we 
conccaled, fall {in dd rc 115 V WOT their benc factor "z 1% 


thoſe that make reſiſtance, and become maſters of 
place: They return home rich with plunder, and t. 


tucccis is recorded tc cncuur age imitation. 
But ſurelv Wal Has | 


Malt. þ +25 ad 44 
Conn. unity 


tual ſuſpicion and implac able malevolence. What 
is thus gained cught to be reſtored; 


A {hyp co 


| laws, and ought to de ci 
ducted with ſome rea = to the univerial intere! 
ay juſtiy be R AS enemies q 
nature, who ſuffer hoſtility to vacate? 
1 laws of right t, and purſue their privts 

vantage by means of which, if once eſtabliſhed. mi 
deftroy kindneſs, cut off from every man all hops 
aſſiſtance from another, and fill the world with bac 


and tchoſe who! 


£209 25 


queree 
Vhoe' 


| 


ticular 


nutie 
the 


Irs by 
red th 


te Te 


preſs 
ng t 
atcd t 


„LX 


THE RAMBLER. 119 
: Bouered by ſuch treachery may be juſtly denied the 
| . -ftion of their native country. 
10 Vhvever commits a fraud is guilty not only of the 
he cular injury to him whom he deccives, but of the 
orion of that confidence which conſtitutes not 
| | ** caſe but the exiſtence of ſociety. He that 
0 Fr; by impoſture has too often his virtue more im- 
un rod than his fortune. But as it is neceſſary not to 
* te robbery by ſupineneſs, ſo it is our duty not to 
' top as tendernels by ſuſpicion. It is better to ſuſter 
q a ng than to do it; and happier to be ſometimeęs 
1 nd than not to truſt. 
| po! 
Pp nnn 
. 
Im 


„XXX. SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22, 17509. 


Vides ut alta ſtet nive candidum 
Soracte, nec jam ſuſti ncant onus 


Silvæ laborantes Hog. 
» coc 3 , 
4. Behold yon mountain's hoary height, 
Wh; Made higher with new mounts of ſnow 3 
= Again behold the winter's weight 
| Oppreſs the lab'ring woods below, DzyYDprs, 


s Providence has made the human ſoul an active 


W being, always impatient for novelty, and ſtruggling 
0! — yet unenjoyed with unwearied progrei- 
0 , the w old ſeems to have been eminently adapted 
this diſpoſiti ion of the mind; it is formed to raiſe 
de pectations by conſtant viciſſitudes, and to obviate ſa- 
eee by perpetual change. 
o! pe we turn our eyes, we find ſomething to 
ac ve our curioſity Ys and engage our attention. In the 
er the morning we watch the riſing of the tun, 
ag ſee the day diverſify the clouds, and open new proſ- 
PN ts in its gradual advance. After a few hours, we 
_ 3 x the ſhades lengthen, and the light decline, till the 
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120 THE RAMBLER, 
from each other in magnitude and ſplendour. N. obs 
earth varies its appearance as we move upon it, te c 
woods offer their ſhades, and the fields their har : 
the hill flatters with an extenſive view, and the t tage N 
invites with ſhelter, fragrance, and flowers. y 19 
The poets have numbered among the felicitic ul difol 
the golden age, an exemption from the change of Mea! gk 
ſons, and a perpetuity of ſpring; ; but I am not n MY 
that in this ſtate of 1 imaginary h: ippineſs they hart WM. th 33 
ſufficient proviſion for that inſatiable demand gl Wk 
- gratifications, which ſeems particularly to xe pi ter ler P64 
the nature of man. Our ſenſe of delight is in a hy 2 
meaſure comparative; and ariſes at once from the {«: * af 
tions which we feel, and thoſe which we remember * * 
thus eaſe after torment is pleaſure for a time, and 7 4 1. 
are very agrecably recreated, when the wp HY 
with the weather, is gradually recovering its 03 degree 
trepidity; but the joy ceaſes when we have fore *. ſ 
cold, we muſt fall below eaſe again, if we defirc 0 mes 
above i it, and purchaſe new felicity by voluntary ji... Re 
It is therefore not unlikely that, however the fanc\ ef 
be amuſed with the defcription of regions in which! as 
wind is heard but the gentle zephyr, and no {cen 1 by 1 
diſplayed but vallics enamelled with unfading 1. ther 
and woods waving their perennial verdure, we l e ſatist 
ſoon grow weary of uniformity, find dur thovgh:: the 
guiſh for want of other ſubjects, call on Heaven froſt, 
our wonted round of ſcaſons, and think ourlelves : ac 
rally recompenſed for the inconvyeniencies of fun ine di 
and winter, by new perceptions of the calmncl- enter 
mildneſs of the intermediate variations. rerfatio 
Every feafon has it's particular power of ſtrikin W411. 
mind. The nakedneſs and afperity of the v1 enemy 
world always fills the beholder with penſive av ply. rigou 
found aſtoniſhment; as the var icty of the ſcenc "Wh. 54 +1 
ſened, it's grandeur is increaſed; and the mind "SY 
ſwelled at once by the mingled ideas of the r thro: 
and the paſt, of the beauties which have vaniſhed t have 
the eyes, and the waſte and deſolation that arc 1 Wh tn 


ſorc them. No. iance 
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is obſerved by Milton, that he who neg'e&s to 
t the country in ſpring, and rejects the pleaſures 
t are then in their firſt bloom and fragrance, is 
iy of ſullenneſs againſt nature. If we allot different 
to different ſeaſons, he may be charged with 
14] diſobedience to the voice of nature who looks on 
bleak hills and leafleſs woods, without ſeriouſneſs 
| awe. Spring is the ſcaſon of gaiety, and winter 
terror; in ſpring the heart of tranquillity dances to 
je me lody of the groves, and the eye of benevolence 
les at the fight of hap pineſs and plenty: iu the 
ter, compaſſion melts at univerſal calamity, and 
tear of ſoftneſs ſtarts at the wailings of hunger, 
the cries of the creation in diſtreſs. 

: minds have much inclination to indulge heavi- 
and forrow ; nor do I recommend them beyond 


tual ſympathy and tenderneſs which, in a world 
% much miſery, is neceſſary to the ready diſcharge 
ur moſt important duties. The winter therefore 
| "erally celebrated as the proper ſeaſon for do- 
ck merriment and gaicty. We are ſeldom in- 
| by the votarics of pleaſure to look abroad for 
ther purpoſe, than that we may ſhrink back with 
* ſatisfaction to our coverts, and when we have 
rd the how! of the tempeſt, and felt the gripe of 
iroſt, congratulate each other with more gladneſs 
a cloſe room, an eaſy chair, a large fire, and a 
ing dinner. 
Vmter brings natural inducements to jollity and 
erfation. Differences, we know, are never ſo 
tualiy laid alleep, as by ſome common calamity : 
enemy unites all to w hom he threatens danger. 
e rigour of winter brings generally to the {ame 
ade thoſe who, by the oppoſition of inclinations, 
ference of employment, moved in various direc- 
„through the other parts of the year; and when 
have met, and find it their mutual intereſt to re- 
1 3 they endear each other by mutual 
ances, and often with for the continuance of 
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degree neceſſary to maintain in it's full vigour that 
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122 THE RAMBLER. 


the ſocial ſeaſon, with all it's bleakneſs aud al 
{everities. 
To the men of ſtudy and imagination the wine 


generally the chief time of labour. Gloom and fi 


produce compoſure of mind, and concentratic 


ideas; and the privation of external pleaſure naty; 


cauſes an effort to find entertainment within. J. 
the time in which thoſe whom literature enah!: 
find amuſcments for themſelves, have more than « 
mon convictions of their own happineſs. When: 
are condemned by the elements to retirement, 
debarred from moſt of the diverſions which are « 
in to aſſiſt the flight of time, they can find ney 


jects of cnquiry, and preſerve themſelves from 


wearineſs which hangs always flagging upon the 
cant mind. 

It cannot indeed be expected of all to be poet: 
philoſophers; it is neceſſary that the greater par 
mankind ſhould be employed in the minute bufin, 
common life; minute indeed, not if we confider it 
fluence upon our happineſs, but if we reſpect th 
ties requiſite to conduct it. Theſe muſt neceſtary: 


more dependent on accident for the means of ſpat 


agreeably rhoſe hours which their occupations lear: 
engaged, or nature obliges them to allow to relaxa | 
Yet even on theſe I would willingly impreſs fuch a 
of the value of time, as may incline them to find o 0! 
their careleſs hours amuſcments of more uſe and dig 


than the common games, which not on lv weary | 


mind without improving it, but ſtrengthen the pal 
of envy and avarice, and often i to fraud an 


profuſion, to corruption and to ruin. It is unwor 
of a reaſonable being to ſpend any of the little 
allotted us without ſome tendency, either direc! 


oblique, to the end of our exiſtence, And th 


every moment cannot be laid out on the formal! 
regular improvement of our knowledge, or in 
ated practice of a moral or religious duty, vet: 


fhould be ſo ſpent as to exclude wiſdom or virtut 
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without poſſibility of qualifying us more or I»; 
the better employment of thoſe w hich are to come. 
t is ſcarcely poſſible to paſs an hour in honeſt con- 
ation, without being able when we riſe from it, to 
: ourſelves with having given or received fome 
„tages; but a man may ſhuffle cards, or rattle 
5 . from noon to midnight, without tracing any new 
| in his mind, or being able ro recolleEt the d. iy by 
ther token than his gain or loſs, and a confuſcd 
mbrance of agitated paſſions, and clamorous aitcr- 
25. 
lowcver, as experience is of more weight than pre- 
„ any of My readers, who are contriving r how ro 
nd the dreary months before them, may conſider 
ch of their paſt amuſements fills them now with 
greateſt ſarisf2*tion, and reſolve to repeat thote 
tications of which the pleaſure is moſt durable, 
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M1 Diſcite juſtitiam monit . VIR S. 


Hear, and be juſt. 
| MONG queſtions which have been diſcuſſed 


N out any approach to deciſion, may be num- 
12 precedency or ſuperior excellence of one vir- 
0 another, which has long furniſhed a ſubject of 
te to men whole leiſure ſent them out into the 
Wt! world in frarch of employment, and who 
perhaps, been ſometimes withheld from the 
ctict of their favourite _ by zeal for it's advance- 
t, and diligence in it's celebration. 
Ihe | intricacy of this diſpute may be alleged as a 
of that tenderneſs for mankind which Providence 
"think. univerſally dilplayed, by making attain- 
3 ealy in proportion as they are neceſſary. That 
e duties of morality ought to be practiſed, is with- 
Uficuley diſcovcrable, becauſe i gnorance or uncer- 
L 3 tainty 
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tainty would immediately involve the world in cy! 
fon and diſtreſs; but which duty ought to be: 
eſteemed, we may continue to debate, without ing 
venicuce, fo all be diligently performed as there j; 
portunity or need; for upon practice, not upon 
nion, depends the happineſs of mankind; and cv 
verſics, merely ſpeculative, are of ſmall imports inc 
themſelves, however, they may have ſometimes } 
ed a diſputant, or provoked a faction. 

Of the divine author of our religion it is impaſ 
to peruſe the evangelical hiſtories, without obſ:r 
how little he favoured the vanity of inquiſitiver, 
how much more rarely he condeſcended to fatisfy ci 
ſity, than to relieve diſtreſs; and how much he dc 
that his followers ſhould rather excel in goodnefs 1 
in knowledge. His precepts tend immediately te; 
rectiſication of the moral principles, and the dire! 
of daily conduct, without oftentation, without 
at once irrefragable and pl: un, ſuch as well-men 


ſimplicity may readily conceive, and of which we ca 


not miſtake the meaning, but when we arc atrai! 
find it. 

The meaſure of juſtice preſcribed to us, in our tix 
actions with others, is remarkably clear and com, 
henſive: Whatſoever ye would that men fhould d. 
you, even ſo Wo unto them. A law by w ens © cri 
claim of right may be immediately adjuſted, as | 
the private conſcience requires to be informed; 
of which every man may {ind the expoſition in his 0 
breaſt, and which may always be obſerved wit! 
any other qualifications than honeſty of intention 
purity of will. 

Over this law, indeed, ſome ſons of ſophiſtry h- 
been ſubtle enough to throw miſts, which have d- 
ened their own eyes. To perplex this univerſal p! 
ciple, they have enquired whether a man, conſctou: 


himſelf of unreaſonable wiſhes, be bound to grit! 


them in another. But ſurely there nceded no 10! 


deliberation to conclude, that the defires, which are! 


be conſidered by us as the meaſure of right, mul: 
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24 we approve, and that we ought to pay no re- 


e x to thoſe expectations in others which we con- | be 
ein ourſelves, and which, however they may in- 3 
25 upon our imagination, we know it our duty to —_ 
n ot and ſuppreſs. * I 
cone of the moſt celebrated caſes which have been 4 


Iuced as requiring ſome ſkill in the direction of 
ſcience to adapt them to this great rule, is that of * 
minal aſking mercy of his judge, who cannot but l 
w, that if he was in the ſtate of the ſupplicant, he 1 
d defire that pardon which he now denies. The = 
lty of this ſophiſm will vanith, if we remember 


cu ce parties are, in reality, on one fide the cri- L 
dei, and on the other the community, of which the * 
5 ! Bine is only the miniſter, and by which he is 3 


ted with the publick ſafety. The magiſtrate, 2M 
refore, in pardoning a man unworthy of pardon, "I 
ravs the truſt with which he is veſted, gives away 
tis not his own, and, apparently, does to others 
t he would not that others thould do to him. 6 
en the community, whoſe right is ſtill greater to ® 
frary grants of mcrey, is bound by thoſe laws 
ch regard the great republick of mankind, and 
not ju \Rify ſueh forbearance as may promote wiked- 
„„ and leſſen the general confidence and ſecurity 
which all have an equal intereſt, and which all are 
crcfore bound to maintain. For this reaſon the ſtate 
not a right to ercEt a general ſanctuary for fugi- 
, or give protection to > ſuch as have forfcited their 
by crimes againſt the laws of common moralitv, 

wlly acknowledged by all nations, becauſe no peo- 
can, without infraction of the univerſal leaguc of 
\al beings, incite, by proſpects of impunity and 
ty, thoſe practices in another dominion which they 
d themſelves puniſh in their own. 

One occaſion of uncertainty and heſitation, in thoſe 
whom this great rule has been commented and 
ated, is the confuſion of what the exacter caſuiſts 
e careful to diſtinguiſh ; debts of juftice and debts of 
iy. The immediate and prunary intention - 
chis 
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this precept is, to cſtabliſh a rule of juſtice; : 
know not whether invention, or ſophiſtry, can 4: 
ſingle difficulty to retard it's application, when 
thus expreſſed and explained et every Man 
the claim 4 right in anvther, which he ſbauld itink 
felf entitled to make in the like Circumfeances. 

The diſcharge of the debts of charity, or dutics y 
we owe to others, not merely as required by | 


re will 
ure of 
fricnds; 
erance 
but v 
ed to 2 
h we! 


ewe ſh 


but as dictated by benev lence, admit in it's own off in al 
ture greater complication f circumſtances, aud and « 
latitude of choice. Juſtice is indeſpenſable and 1 eſſed v 
ſally neceſſary, and whar is neceflary muſt alway, ron 
limited, uniform, and diſtinet. But benchcaMacy, by 
though in general equally enjoined by our * For 
and equally necdful to the conciliation of th« ere to 
favour, is yet, for the moſt part, with nl wa | expt 
ſingle acts, elective and voluntary. We may, Wardour 
tainly, without injury to our fellouw- being, y; and 
in the diſtribution of kindneſs ſomething to or Whons arc 
fections, and change the meaſure of our Libr wiſe n 
according to our opinions and proſpects, our | 
and fears. This rule, therefore, is not equal!y 
terminate and abſolute with reſpect to offices of + 
neſs and acts of liberality, becauſe liberality and LXX2 
neſs, abſolutely deterniuned, would loſe their nt | 
for how. could we be called tender, or cha Omni: 
for giving that which we are poſitively forbidd Who | 
withold ? 

Yet even in adjuſting the extent of our ben, 
no other mealure can be taken than this why Sir, 
fords us, for we can only eher what others {vt T will 
want, by conſidering how we ſhould be ae ec my fo 
the ſame Rate; nor can we proportion our wil hare le 


by any other rule than that of doing what we th 

then expect from others. It indeed gener: 

pens that the giver and receiver differ in their opin 

of generoſity ; the fame partiality to his own im 

line ene to large expectations, and the other ! 
Waring diſtributions. Perhaps the infirmity of he 
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re will ſcarcely ſuffer a man groaning under the 
ure of diſtreſs, te judge rightly of the kindnefs of 
friends, or think they have done cnough till his 
erance is completed; not therefore what we might 
but what we could demand from others, we are 
ed to grant; ſince, though we can cafily know how 
h we might claim, it is impoſſible to determine 
t we ſhould hope. 

ut in all enquiries concerning the practice of volun- 
and occaſional virtues, it is ſafeſt for minds not 
eſſed with ſuperſtitious fears to determine againſt 
r own inclinations, and ſecure themſelves from de- 
ncy, by doing more than they believe ſtrictly neceſ- 
For of this every man may be certain, that, if 
rere to exchange conditions with his dependent, he 
expect more than, with the utmoſt exertion of 
ardour, he now will prevail upon himſelf to per- 
„; and when reaſon has no ſettled rule, and our 
ons are ſtriving to miſlead us, it' is ſurely the part 
wile man to err on the ſide of ſafety. 
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LXXXII. SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1720. 


Omnia Caſtor emit, fic fiet ut omnia vendat. Max r =. 
Who buys without diſcretion, buys to ſell. 


To the Rambler. 3 

Sir, 749 

I will not be nceeſſary to ſolicit your good-will by 
any formal preface, when I have informed you, that 
have long been known as the moſt labourious and 
ous virtuoſo that the preſent age has had the ho- 
r of producing, and that inconveniencics have been ba 
ght upon me by an uncxtinguiſhable ardour of curi- F 
ty, and an unſhaken perſeverance in the acquiſition | 
ne productions of art and nature. 1 
It was obſerved, from my entrance into the world, 4 
had ſomething uncommon in my diſpoſition, — | J : 
LAL = 
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that there appeared in me very early tokens of ſity y 
genius. I was always an enemy to trifles ; the Mir fort 
thing: which my mother beſtowed upon me I | Ramb 
diately broke, that I might difcoy er the method of 8 vatin 
ſiru6ture, and the cauſes of their moticns ; of ſe him! 
toys with which children are delignted, I 1 his adv 
my coral; and, as ſoon as I could ſpeak, af m, wh 
Piereſc, innumerable queſtions winch the mz: s, it is 
me could not reſolve. As I grew older J eing no 
thoughtful and ſerious; and inſtead of amuſing n enlarg 
with pucrile diverſions, made collections of nz f no 
raritics, and never walked into the fields without b nent a 
ing home ſtones of remarkable forms, or inſects of for 
uncommon ſpecies. I never entered an old houſe and a 
which I did not take away rhe b. ainted glaſs, and rous p 
lamented that I was not one of that happy gencru crowd 
who demoliſhed the convents and monaſteries, and thers 
windows by law. they h 
Being thus carly pol fled bv a taſte for folid kn ad al 
ledge, I paſſed my youth with very little grftur ro n, wl 
from paſhons and appetites ; and having no Pit CONNET 
the company of boys and girls, who talked o ot | into m 
politicks, faſhions, or love, I carried on my Pk no ma 
with inceſſant diligence, and had amaſſed more f cd to p! 


moſſes, and ſhells, than are to be found in many eee or 


brated collections, at an age in which the greate! ef er p 
of young men are ſtudying under tutors, or ende retion 
ing to reco mmend themſelves to notice by fry then 

„ det. 


their air, and their levities. 

When I was two and twenty years old, I becar 
by the death of my father, poſſeſſed of a ſmall eſta! 
land, .with a very large ſum of money in the 1 


and 
i obl 


ut to! 


funds H and muſt confeſs that I did not much! & coun 
him, tor he was a man of mean parts, bent rather U and b 
growing rich than wiſe. He once fretted : e NCI 
pence © f only ten ſhillings, which he happene: Jt t © my 
hear me oftering for the ſting of a hornet, thou ren d 
was a cold moiſt ſummer, in 3 very For Koa " Alt 
Had been ſeen. He often recommended to me the 1 = 

Kern 


of phyſick; In which,” he ſaid he, you may at- 
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zify your curioſity after natural hiſtory, and increaſe 
ir fortune by benefiting mankind.” I heard! him, 
Rambler, with pity ; and as _ was no prof ſpect 
levating a mind formed to grovel, futfered him to 
e himſelf with hoping that I ho al 5 f me time fol- 
his advice. For you Know that there are men with 
m, when they have once ſettled a notion in their 
e, it is to very little purpoſe to diſp ute. 

eing now left wholly to my o n inclinat! ons, I very 
enlarged the bounds of my curiot gs and contented 
If no longer with ſuch rar; as required only 
nent and induſtry, and when once found, might 
d for nothing. I now turned my thoughts to e. 

and antiques; and become ſo.gvell ks vn fer my 
rous patronage of ingenious men, that my levce 
crowded with viſitants, ſome to ſce my muſeum, 
thers to increaſe it's treaſures, by felling me what- 
they had brought from other countries. 

ad always a contempt for that narrowneſs of con- : 
on, which contents itſelf with cultivating ſome ſin- "= 
conner of the field of ſcience; 1 took the whole re- 1 
into my view, and withed it 'of yet greated extent. woos 
no man's power can be equal to his will. 1 was * 
to proceed by flow de greets, and to purchaſc Wat = 
ze or kindneſs h. appencd to preſent. I did nor =_ 
er proceed without ſome deſign, or imitate the RY 
retion of thoſe who begin a thouſand colle© tions, 2 
inith none. Having been always a lover of geogra- % 
determined to collected the maps drawn in the x 
and barbarous times, before any regular ſurveys, 
it obſervations; and have, at a great expence, 
zht together a volume, in which, perhaps, not A 
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= | country is laid down according to it's true ſitua- 0 6 
and by which, he that deſires to know the errors 2H 

lic ancient geographers may be amply informed. 4 

t my ruling pation is patriotiſm : my cluef care 18 


een to procure the products of our on country ; 

Alfred received the tribute of the Welch in 
herds L allowed my tenants to pay their rerts 
ries, till I had exhauſted the papilionaccuus =- 
tiibe. 
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tribe. I then directed them to the purſuit of other; 
mals; and obtained, by this caſy method, moſt « 
grubs and inſccts which land, air, or water, can (uy 
J have three ſpecies of earthworms not known! 


dy te 
cannot 
he glot 
in my 


naturaliſts, have diſcovered a new ephemera, f boat 
ſhew four waſps that were taken torpid in their » ed at t 
quarters. I have, from my own ground, the Danut 
blade of graſs upon record; and once accepted, as : Ws form 
year's rent for a field of wheat, an ear containing ther tl 
grains than had been ſeen beferc upon a ſingle fte. Nas; in 
One of my tenants ſo much neglected his own dens « 
eft, as to fupply me, in a whole ſummer, with ond in 
horſe-fties, and thoſe of little more than the con writ 
fe; and I was upon the brink of ſcizing for aiich m). 
when his good fortune threw a white mole in hi; ifrcfore 
for which he was not only forgiven but rewarded. Wet of a 
Thefe, however, were petty acquiſitions, and ofWummi 
at ſmall expence; nor ſhould I have ventured 1M: car; t 
myſelf among the virtuok without better claims. iam; 
ſuffered nothing worthy the regard of a wiſe mathe Gr 
efcape my notice: I have ranſacked the old and ids of 
world; and been equally attentive to paſt ages an! by a f 
preſent, For the illuſtration of ancicut hiſtory, | Wl coll 
thew a marble, of which the inſcription, though Meal tc 
not now legible, appears, from ſome broken remanWMinc{+, 
the letters, to have been Tuſcan, and therefore prouMerefore 
engraved before the foundation of Rome. I have Wn a p: 
pieces of porphyry found among the ruins of EH, 
and three letters broken off by a learned travel: | a Cu 
the monuments of Perſepolis; a piece of ſtonc Ve £ql 
paved the Areopagus of Athens; and a plate, We ſhoc 
figures or characters, which was found at Corinth We rev: 
which I therefore believe to be that metal whici Wins Ja 
once valued before gold. I have ſand gathered Lewis 
the Granicus ; a fragment of Trajan's bridge oe Wi the C 
Danube; ſome of the mortar which cemented te You 
ter- courſe of Tarquin; a horſeſhoe broken on ti Wifere not 
minian way; and a turf with tive daiſies dug fron i I wa 
held of Pharſalia. om 


Ide not with to raiſe the envy of unſuccelsful t for 
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ther. by too pompous a diſplay of my fcientifick wealth 
lt cannot forbear to obſerve, that there are few regions 
1 11h he globe which are not hone ured wit! 1 {ome men- 
'nt in my cabinets. The P erſian monarchs are faid ta- 
and » boalted the creatnels of their empire, by being 
r ad at their table s with drink from the Gany cs and * 
| Danube: I can ſhew one vial, of which the water 
as formerly an icicle en the crags of Caucaſus, and 
ng ther that contains what once was {now 0 on the top « f 
cl as; in a third is dew bruthed from a banana in the 
1 dns of Iſpahan; and, in another, brine that has 
"n led in the Paciiick ocean. I Hattcr myſelf that I 
C01 writing to a man who will rejoice at the honour 
aich my labours have procured to my Rees and 
1s lWerefore I ſhall tell you that Britain can, by my care, 
<> ® of a ſnail that has crawled upon the wall of Cha; 
d oWumming-bird which an American princets wore in 
0 rear; the tooth of an cleph Nant \ who carricd the Queen, 
im; the ſkin of an »pe that was Kept in the palace 


he Great Mogul; a ribbon that adorned one of the 
ds of a Turkiſh fole ana; and a {cymitar once wietd- 
a ſoldier of Abas the Great. 
10 collecting antiquities of ev! ry country, I have been 
retul to chufe only by mtrinfick worth, and real uſe- 
neſs. without regard ro * TY OT OP1NIO ns. 1 have 
ercfore a lock of Cromwell's hair in a box turncd 
m a piece of the royal oak; and keep, in the {ame 
vers, ſand ſcraped from the coffin of King Richard, 
| a commiſſion ſigued by Henry the Seventn. L 
re equal veneration for the ruff of Elizabeth, and 
* ſhoe of Mary of Scotland; and ſhould loſe, with 
1 a tobacco- pipe of W. h, and a ſtirrup of 
James. I have paid the ſame price for a clove 
Lew is, and a thimblc of — Ma ry; for a tur cap 
the Czar, and a boot of Charles of 9 
You will eahly imagine that theſe accumulations 
re not made without tuine diminution of my een 
Jwas fo well Known ty tpare no coſt, that at every 
* ſome bid againſt me for hirc, fome for ſnort, aud 
colin: for malice; and if I aſked the price of ang thing, 
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it Was {ſufficient to double the demand. 


not been enough; and I, by little and little 
ferred all my money from the funds to 
here I was inclined to ſtop, and live 
literary leiſure; but the fale of the 
hook my reſolution; J mortgaged my land, an 
chaſed thirty dale, which I could never hn | 
I have at length bought till I can buy no lone 


the cruelty of my creditors has ſeized my reps h 


I am therefore condemned to diſperſe what t 
of an age will not reaſſemble. 


a ſale. I have, while it is yet in my power, fe 


a pebble, picked up by Tavernier on the banks « 


Ganges; 


for which I deſire no other recompenc 


that you will recommend my catalogue to the y: 


Qu1SQ ILVS, 


lick. 


No. LXXXIII. 


Niſi utile eſt quod ſacias ſtulta eſt gloria. 


All uſeleſs ſcience is an empty boaſt. 


HE publication of the letter in my laſt paper | 
naturally let me to the conſideration of that! 
atter curioſities, which often draws co ntempt and 
dicule upon itſelf, but which is perhaps no . 


blamcable, than as it wants thoſe circumſt: 
commendations which add luſtre even to 1 0 
lencics, and abſolutely neceſſary to the grace 


beauty of indifterent actions. 


Learning confers ſo much ſuperiority on thole ! 
poſſeſs It, that they might probably have e. Caped 


Cculure had they been able to ac Free among the 


but as envy and competition have divided the reps 


of letters into factions, they have neglected 1 


For Cr 


trafficking thus with avarice, the Wealth of Indie 


inv c 
upon my "RNA 
Harlcian coe 


| ſubmit to that 1 
cannot be oppoſed, and ſhall, in a ſhort time, de 
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| intereſt; cach has called in forcign aid, and en- 
ured to ſtrengthen his own caute by the frown 

wer, the hiſs of ignorance, and the clamour of 
ularity. They have all engaged in feuds, till by 
aal hoſtilities they demolithed thoſe outworks 

Ih yencration had raiſed for their ſecurity, and 

ſed themſelves to barbarians, by whem every re- 
f {cience is equally laid waſte. 

derween men of different ſtudies and profeſſions, 

be obſerved a conſtant reciprocation of reproaches. 

collector of ſhells and ſtones derides the folly of 
who paſtes leaves and flowers upon paper, pleaſes 
elf with colours that are perceptibly fading, nd 
les with care what cannot be preterved. The 
ner of inſects ſtands amazed that any man can waſte 
ſhort time upon lifeleſs matter, while many tribes 
nimals yet want their hiſtory. Every one is in- 

d not only to promote his own ſtudy, but to ex- 
e all others from regard; and h- aving heated his 

ination with ſome favourite purſuit, wonders that 

reſt of mankind are not ſeized with the ſame 
hon. 

There are, indeed, many ſubjects of ſtudy which 
| but remotely allicd to uſeful Knowicd, ge, and ot 
importance to happineſs or virtue; nor is it caſy 

forbcar ſome ſallies of merriment, or expreſſions of 

, when we fee a man wrinkled with attention, and 

ciated with ſolicitude, in the inveſtigation of quet- 

, of which, without viſible mconvenience, the world 
expire in ignorance. Yet it is dangerous to dit- 
age well-intcaded labours, or innocent curioſity: 
he who 1s employed in ſcarches, which by any 

wetion of conſequences tend to the benetit of life, 

Iurely laudable, in compariſon of thoſe who ſpend 
ume in _counteracting hap pineſs, and filling the 
| with wrong and danger, confuſion and remorſe. 

man can perform fo little as not to have reaſon to 

tulate himfclf on his merits, when he beholds 
that live in total idleneſs, and have never 
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It is impoſſible to determine the limits of enqu rn 

to foreſee what conſequence a new difcovery mx 

| duce. He who ſuffers not his faculties to lies tor 
has a chance, whatever be his employment, of 

| good to lis tc!low-creatures. The man that firſ r 

| the woods in ſearch of medicinal ſprings, or ch. 
the mountains for ſalutary plants, has undoy 
merited the gratitude of poſterity, how much! 

4 his frequent mit carriages might excite the ſcorn 5 


cotemporaries. If what appears little be uni 
1 deſpiſed, nothing greater can be attained, for allt 
great was at firit little, and roſe to it's preſent bu!; 


gradual acceſſions, and accumulated labours. 
ter for contemplation, are doubtleſs entitled to ſome 
gree of reſpect, though in a flight of gaiety it be 
to ridicule their treaturc, or in a fit of fullenne 
deſpiſc it. A man who thinks only on the parti 
lar object before him, goes not away much illu 
ated by having en joyed the privilege of handling 
tooth of a thark, or the paw of a white bear; 
there is nothing more worthy of adiniration to a p 
ſophical cye, than the ſtructure of animals, by » 
they are qualified to ſupport life in the elements or. 
mates to which they are appropriated ; and of al! 
tural bodics it muſt be generally confeſſed, that 
exhibit evidences of infinite wiſdom, bear the: 
mony to the ſopreme reaſon, and Excite in the n 
new ravtur 
To colle& the productions of art, and examples 
ably uſeful, even when the things themſelves xr: 
ſmall im; DIrtance, becauſe it is always ad vantagec 
to know low far the human powers have proceed 
and how much experience has found to be within! 
reach of diligence. Idleneſs and timidity often © 


fear of being defeated ; and we may promote tho 
vigoration of faint endeavours, by mewing whit 
been alrcady performed. It may ſometimes hoy! 
that the greateſt efforts of ingenuity have been ct 


Thoſe who lay out time or money in affembling n 


es of gratitude, and new incentives to pt 


of mechanica! ſcience or manual a ability, is unquek 


pair without being overcome, and forbear attempts! 
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ies; yet the ſame principles and expedients may We 
.nplied to more valuable purpoſes, and the move- | IS 
"ts, which put into action machines of no uſe but Ko 
iſe the wonder of ignorance, may be employed to 
\ fens, or manufacture metals, to aſſiſt the archi- 
or preſerve the ſailor. 

- the utenſils, arms, or dreſſes of foreign nations, 
ch make the greateſt part of many. collections, I 
little regard when they arc valued only becauſe 
are foreign, and can ſuggeſt no improvement -of 
own practice. Yet thev are not all equally uſcleſs, 
An it be always ſafely determined, which ſhould 
ected or retained : for they may ſoimetimes un- 
cetedly contribute to the illuſtration of hiftorv, and 
he knowledge of the natural commodities of the 
country, or of the ge! jus and cuſtoms of it's in- 


, 
. 


rants. 
Rarities there are of vet a lower rank, which owe 
r worth merely to accident, and which can evnvey 
nformation, nor ſatisfy any ration il defire. Such 
many fragments of antiquity, as urns and pieces of 
ment; and things held in vencration only for hav- 
Deen once the property of ſome cmineftt perſon, as 
mour of King Henry; or, for having been uſed 
| as the lantern of Guy 


. % | * 1 | * /* 3 
ome remarkable occalion, 
tO i 4 


x. The loſs or prefer“ ion of thief: ſcems te 
indifferent; nor can I perccive why the poltct- 
of them ſhould be coveted. Yet, perhaps, even 
curioſity is implanted by nature: and when I find 
confelling of himſelf, that he could not forbear, 
e Athens, to viſit the walks and houſes which thc 
philoſophers had frequented or inhabited, and re- 
& the reverence which every nation, civil and 
arous, has paid to the ground where merit has 
buried, 1 am afraid to declare againſt the gene- 
voice of mankind, and am inclined to believe, that 
regard, which we involuntarily pay to the meancſt 
que of a man great and illuftrious, is intended as 
incitement to labour, and an encouragement to ex- 
M 3 pect 
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pect the ſame renown, if it be ſought by the {; 


virtues. 
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The virtuoſo, therefore, cannot be ſaid to be wi 
ly uſeleſs; but perhaps he may be ſometimes c 
for confining himſelf to buſineſs below his gen 


los. ung, in petty [| eum thoſe hours by whict 
petty ip , 


he had ſpent them in nobler ſtudies, he mig 


given new light to the intellectual world. 
without grief, that I Hund a man capable of rathe 
tion or invention enliſting himſelf in this 


11 5 G 


(cc Ne 


claſs of learning; for when he has once diſco: 
method of gratitying his defire of eminence by « 
rather han by lab our, and known the fivects « f 


bleſt at once with the eaſe of idleneſs and the rcp 


tion cf knowledge, he will not eaſity be bro: 
undergo again the toil of thinking, or 4 In 


and trinkets for argum 
v hich require circumipection and vigilance, 


ents and principles, 
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ot meditation. He will glac ly (hut himſelf 
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ſhells 
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and * medals, like the companio! 
g taſted the fruit of Lotos, v 
not, even by the hope of ſeeing their own cout! 
be tempted again to the dangers of the ſea. 
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16 mean underſtandings, it is ſufficient honour to be 

dered amongft the loweſt labourers of learn! ng; but 
e wh ent abilities muſt find different taſks. To hew 
C1 & would have been unworthy of Palladio; and to 
\ - rambled in ſearch of ſhells and flowers, had but ill 
hic 2d with the capacity of Newton. 


«x —ů —— ACC TT terror 
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Cunarum fucras motor, Charideme, mearum, 


N 
, Et pueri cuſtos, aſſiduuſque comes. 
ch [am mihi nigreſcunt tonſa ſudaria barba. 
Sed tibi non crevi: te noſter villicus horret : 
1 Te diſpenſator, te domus ipſa paver. 
| Corripis, obſervas, quereris, ſuſpiria ducis, 
| Et vix a ferulis abſtinet ira manum. MART. 


You rock'd my chu were my guide 

In youth, ſtill rending at my fide : 

But now, dear Sir, my beard is grown, 

Still I'm a child to thee alone. 

Our ſteward, butler, cook, and all, 

You fright ; nay, cen the very wall: 

You pry, and frown, and growl, and chide, 

And ſcarce will lay the rod aſide F. LEWIS. 


To ine Rambler 

Sir, 

OU feem in all vour papers to be an enemy to ty- 
ranny, and to look with impartiality upon the 
rid: I ſhall therefore la y my caſe before you, and 
pe by your deciſion, to be ſet free from unreaſonable 
eftraints, and enabled to juſtify mylelf againſt the ac- 
ations which ſpite and pcevithneſs produce agzinft 
K. 

Ar the age of five years I loſt my mother; and my 
her not being qualified to ſuperintend the education 


! girl, committed me to the care of his ſiſter, who 
inſtructed 
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inſtructed me with the authority, and, not to dem 
what ſhe may juſtly claim, with the i of ; 
rent. She had not very elevated ſentiments or ca 
views, but her principles were good, and her in 
tions pure; and though ſome may practiſe more vir 
ſcarce any commit fewer faults. 

Under this good lady I learned all the common: 
of decent behaviour, and ſtanding maxims of dome 
prudence; and might have grown up by degree: 
country gentlewoman, without any thoughts of rat 
beyond the neighbourhood, had not Flavia come « 
laſt ſummer, to viſit her relations in the next villave, 
was taken, of courſe, to compliment the ſtranger; 
was, at the firſt fight, ſurprized at the unconcern 1 
which the ſaw herlclf gazed at by company whom 
had never known before; at the carelefine(s with » 
ſhe received compliments, and the readineſs with 1 
ſhe returned them. I found ſhe had ſomethine » 


I perceived myſelf to want, and could not but with: 


like her, at once caſy and officious, attentive and u 
barraſſcd. I went home, and for four days could t 
and talk of nothing but Mifs Flavia; though my 
told me, that ſhe was a forward flirt, and thought! 
ſelf wiſe before her time. 


In a little time ſhe repaid my viſit, and raiſed in- 


heart a new confuſion of love and admiration. If 
faw her again, and ſtill found new charms in her 
converſation, and behaviour. You who have per 
ſeen the world, 
ſoon ccaſes between young perſons, J know not! 
others are affected on tuch occaſions, but I found! 
ſelf irreſiſtibly allured to triendihip and intimacy, by! 
familiar complaiſance and airy gaicty of Flavia; fo: 
in a few weeks I became her favourite, and 1 the 
was paſſed with me that ſhe could gain from ceren 
and viſit. 


As the came often to me, ſhe neceſſarily pen [cf 


hours with my aunt, to whom ſhe paid great reg 
by low courteſies, ſubmiſſive compliance, and foit 
quieſcence; but as I became gradually more accuſ! 
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er manners, I diſcovered that her civility was ge- 
that there was a certain degree of deference 
1 * her to circumſtances and appearances ; that 
went away flattered by her humility, whom the 
{ed in her heart; that the influence of far the 
eſt part of t hoſe with whom the converſed ecaſed 
| their preſence ; and that ſometimes the did not re- 
ner the names of them whom, without any inten- 
a] infincerity or falſe commendation, her habitual 
lity had ſent away with very high thoughts of their 
importance. 
t was not long before J perceived, that my aunt's 
jon was not of much weight in Flavia's delibera- 
, and that ſhe was looked upon by her as a woman 
row ſentiments, without knowledge of books, or 
rvations on mankind. I had hitherto conſidered 
unt as entitled by her wiſdom and experience to the 
heſt reverence ; and could not forbear to wonder that 
ane ſo much younger ſhoulrl venture to ſuſpect her 
error, or ignorance: but my ſurpriſe was without 
ſineſs; and being now accuſtomed to think Flavia 
ys in the right, 7 readily learned from her to truſt 
own reaſon, and to belicve it poſſible, that they who 
| lived longer might be miſtaken. 
via had read much, and uſed ſo often to converſe 
ſubjects of learning, that ſhe put all the men in the 
try to flight, except the old parſon, who declared 
elf much delighted with her company, becauſe ſhe 
e kim opportunities to recollect the ſtudies of his 
nger years; and by ſome mention of ancient ſtory, 
made him rub the duſt off his Homer, which had 
| unregarded in his cloſet. With Homer, and a 
{and other names familiar to Flavia, I had no ac- 
untance ; but began, by comparing her accompliſh- 
nts with my own, to repine at my education, and 
In that I Had not been ſo long confined to the com- 
y of thoſe from whom nothing but houſewifery was 
be learned. I then ſet myſelf to peruſe fuch books 
Flavia recommended, and heard her opinion of their 
zuties and defects. I flaw new worlds hourly burſt- 
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ing upon my mind, and was enraptured at the pr 
of diverſifying life with endleſs entertainment. 

The old lady finding that a large ſcreen, u. 
had undertaken to adorn with turkey-work again 
ter, made very flow advances, and that I had adde 
two months but three leaves to a flowered apron thy 
the frame, took the alarm, and with all the zeal « 
neſt folly exclaimed againſt my new acquaintance, 
had filled me with idle notions, and turned my 
with buoks. But the had now loſt her authority, 
began to find innumerable miſtakes in her opinion, 
improprieties in her language; and therefore thu 
myſelf no longer bound to pay much regard to on: 
knew little beyond her needle and her dairy; » and 
profeſſed to think that nothing more is required 
woman, than to ſee that the houſe is clean, and thx 
maids go to bed and rife at a certain hour. 

She ſeemed, however to look upon Flavia 
ducing me, and to imagine, that when her influence 
withdrawn, I ſhould return to my allegiance; 
therefore contented herſelf with remote hints, and 
tle admonitions, intermixed with ſage hiſtories ct 
miſcarriages of wit, and diſappointments of . 


But fince the has found, that though Flavia is depart 


I ſtill perhiſt in my new ſcheme, the has at length 
her patience, ſhe ſnatches my book out of my | 
tears my paper if the finds me writing, burns Fl: 
letters before my face when ſhe can feize them, 
threatens to lock me up, and to complain to my 
of my perverſeneſs. It women, the lays, * 
© but know their duty and their intereſt, they wou 
careful to acquaint themſelves with family af 
and many a penny might be {aved; for whi. 


WE aw 


vants are junketing, and linen is wearing out. 
then takes me round the rooms, ſhews me the we! 
hangings, and chairs of tent-ſtitch, and aſks wh! 
all this was done with a pen and a book. 

J cannot deny, that I ſometimes laugh, and io 
times am ſullen; but ſhe has not delicacy enough 
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pu moved either with my mirth or my gloom, if 
d not think the intereſt of the family endangered 


change of my manners. She had for ſome years 
un cd out young Mr. Surly, an heir in the neighbour- 
add ( remarka! ble for his love of fig Zhting-cocks, as an 
1 the ptageous m: atch; . and Was extremely plcaſe d u th 
2] of Wivilities which he uſed to pay me, till vnder Fla- 
ce, of tuition J learned to talk of ſubjects which he could 
ny oderſtand. This, ſhe favs, is the conſequence 
„female ſtudy; girls grow too wiſe to be adviſed, 
ns, too ſtubborn to be commanded :* but ſhe is refolv- 
thu try who ſhall govern, and will thwart my humour 


e breaks my ſpirit, 
heſe menaces, Mr. Rambler, ſometimes make me 
angry; for 1 have been fixtcen theſe ten weeks, 
think myſelf exempted from the dominion of a go— 
eſs, who has no pretenſions to more ſenſe or know- 
e than myſelf. I am reſolved, fince J am as tall 
s wiſe as other women, to be nd longer treated like 
. Miſs Flavia has often told me, "that ladies of 
ego to aſſemblies and routes, without their mo- 
my their aunts ; I ſhall therefore, from this time, 
e aſking advice, and refuſe to give accounts. 1 with 
would ſtate the time at which young ladies may 
for themſelves, which I am ſure you cannot but 
k dught to begin before ſixteen; if you are inclined 
clay it longer, I ſhall have very little regard to your 
n. 
ly aunt often tells me of the advantages of expe- 
ee, and of the deterence due to ſeniority ; and both 
and all the antiquated part of the world, talk 
the unreſerved obedience which they paid to 
commands of their parents, and the undoubring 
lence with which they liſtened to their pre- 
of the terrors which they felt at a frown, and 
humility with which they ſupplicated forgive— 
v bene ver the y had offe nded. I cannot but fancy 
us boaſt is too general to be true, and that the 
5 and the old were always at variance. I have, 
however, 
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world 
ſe that 


udgery 


however, told my aunt, that I will mend whatere 
will prove to be wrong; but ſhe replies, that thy 
reaſons of her own, and that ſhe is ſorry to live n 


age when girls have the impudence to aſk for proof, ct, of 

I beg once again, Mr. Rambler, to know whealMWnrful (er 

am not as wiſe as my aunt; and whether, whe cs h 

preſumes to check me as a baby, I may not pluck of t 

ſpirit, and return her infolence. I ſhall not πν tic ret? 

to extremities without your advice, which is theres perha! 

impatiently expected by oath: 

Myrrhe 

iS an 

P. S. Remember J am paſt ſixteen. ther p 

conqu 

18 ek gar 

No. LXXXV. TUESDAY, JANUARY ?, 1f;.. ... 
1 

Otia ſi tollas periere Cupidinis arcus <4 « 

Comtemptxque zacent, et fine luce faces. Ov: : a 

At buſy hearts in vain love's arrows fiy ; nt ane 

Dim, ſcorn'd, and impotent, his torches lie. © is 

0 

MILG writers of eminence in phytick har 0 

out their diligence upou the conſideration uf! AF, 


diſtempers to which men are expoſed by particular! 
of life; and very learned treauſes have been proc 
upon the maladies of the camp, the ſea, and the n 
There are, indeed, few employments which a mn 
cuſtomed to anatomical enquires, and medical rc \\ ir} 
ments, would not hnd reaſons for declining as dang: | 
ous to health, did not his learning or experience int 
him, that almoſt every occupation, however inconveri 
or formidable, is happier and ſafer than a life of ſlot! 

The neceſſity of action is not only demonſtrable f 
the fabrick of the body, but evident from oblervat! 
the univerſal practice of mankind; who for the prcl 
tion of health in thoſe whoſe rank or wealth ce. 
them from the neceſſity of lucrative labour, have 
vented ſports and diverſions, though not of equal u. 


VII 
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world with manual trades, vet of equal fatigue to 
e that practice them, . differing only from the 
deer) of the huſbandman or manufacturer, as they 
acts of choice, and therefore performed without the 
afut ſence of compulſion. The huntſman riſes early, 
ues his game through all the dangers and obſtruc- 
94 the chatc, ſwims rivers, and ſcales precipices, 
turns home no leſs haraſted than the foldier, and 

2 ſometimes incurred as great hazard of wounds 
2th: vet he has no motive to incite his ardour; he 
neither ſubje 2 to the command of a general, nor 
do any pena alties for neglett and difobedience; he has 
r profit or honour to expect from his perils and 

one ets, but toils without the hope of mural or 
5 garlands, and muſt content himſelf with the praiſe 


vis tznants and companions. 
Bur ſuch is the conſtitution of man, that labour may 
oled it's own reward; nor will any external incite- 


ts be requiſite, if it be conſidered how much happi- 


bis gained, and how much miſery eſcaped, by fre- 


and violent agitation of the body. 
e is s the utmoſt that can be hoped from a ſedentary 
tive habit; ealc, a neutral ſtate between pain 
ſure. T > dance of ſpirits, the bound of vigour, 
f enterprise, and defiance of fatigue, are re- 
i him that braces his nerves, and hardens his 
keeps his limbs pliant with motion, and by 
.polure forties his frame againſt the common 
f cold and heut. 
Vith caſe, however, if it could be fecured, many 
content; bur npthing terreſtrial can be kept at 
Fate, if it 13 not riſing into pieaſure, will be 
rds pain; and whatever hope the dreams of 
may ſuggeſt of obſerving the proportion be- 
nent and labour, and k cepins the body in a 


by ſupplics exactly equal to its waſte, we 
nat, in effect, the vital powers, unexchted | 
grow gradually languid; that as their v?; vour 


Kructions are pence! . and that from obſtruc- 
raceed moſt of thote pains which wear us away 
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ſlowly with periodical tortures, and which, though g 
ſometimes ſufter life ta be lon! g condemn it to be uſch 
chain us down to the couch of miſery, and'mock us 
the hopes of death. 

Exerciſe cannot ſecure us from that diflolution to wh 
we are decreed ; but while the ſoul and body conty 
united, it can make the aſſociation pleaſing, and gn 
probable hopes that they ſhall be disjoined by ane 
ſeparation. It was a principle among the ancient, u 
acute diſeaſes are from heaven, and chronical from 
ſelves: the dart of death indeed falls from heaven, 
we poiſon it by our own miſconduct; to die is the! 
of man, but to die with lingering anguiſh is genen 
his folly. | 

It is neceſſary to that perfection of which our pre{ 
ſtate is capable, that the mind and body ſhould 
kept in action; that neither the facultics of the one 1 
of the other be ſuffered to grow lax or torpid for u 
uſe; that neither health be purchaſed by voluntary 
miſſion to 1gnorance, nor Knowledge cal ated 
expence of that health which muſt enable It itt 
give pleaſure to it's pc fleflor, or aſliſtance to others. 


* 


is too frequently the pride of ſtudents to deſpi - ti 


amuſements and recreations which give to the.r;{ 


mankind ſtrength of limbs and cheer:uincis of hes 
Solitude and contemplation are 


with {ſuch {kill in common excreit{-s or {ports a+ is nec 
ſary to make them pr: ictiſcd with delight ; and nc 
is willing r to do that of which the neceflity is not pt 


ſing and immedi; te, when he Knows tllat his aukwall 


nels muſt make him ridiculous, 


us alt inet armis, 


Ludere qui neſcit, carp; 2 
Indoctuſque Pile. Diſcive, Truchive quir;city 


No H iſle Vijum ? 1 12 up 24114 Cura. U 
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hus the man of learning is often reſigned, almoſt by 
own conſent, to languor and pain; and w nile in the 
ſecution of his ſtudie 5 he ſuffers the wearinefs of labour, 
ſubject by his courſe of life to the maladies of idleneſs. 
[t was, perhaps, trom the obſervation of this miſ- 
vous omiſſion in thoſe who are employed about in- 
ectual objects, that Locke has, in his Syſtem of Edu- 
on, urged the neceſſity of a trade to men of all rank $ 
| prof. lions, that when the mind is we ary with it's 

per tatk, it may be relaxed by a ſlighter attention to 
ne mechanical operation; and that while the vital 
tions are reſuſcitated and awakined by vigorous 
tion, the underſtanding may be reſtrained from that 
Trance and diſſipation by which it relieves itſelf after 
ng intenſeneſs of thought, unleſs ſome allurement 
preſented that may engage application without an- 


FY 


There is ſo little reaſon for expecting frequent con- 
m ty to Locke's Precept, that it is not neceſſary to 
ure whether the practice of mechanical arts might 
t give occaſion to petty emulation, and degenerate am- 
on; and whether, if our divines and phyſicians were 
= T7 wk the lathe and the chizzel, they would not think 
' Wore of their tools than their books; as Nero neglected 
Tc care of his empire for his chariot and his fiddle. It 


certainly dangerous to be too much pleaſed with little 


ngs: but what is there which may not be perverted? 
tus remember how much worſe emp! yment might 
we been found for thoſe hours which a manual occu- 
on appears to engroſs; let us compute the profit with 
e loſs; and w hen 1 we reflect how often 2 genius is al- 
red from his ſtudies, conſider likewiſe, that perh: aps 
the fame attractions he is ſometimes withheld from 
wuchery, or recalled from malice, from ambition, 
m envy, and from luſt. 
[ have always admired the wiſdom of thoſe by whom 
female education was inſtituted; for having con- 
wed, that every woman, of whatever condition, ſhould 
tau ng] t ſome arts of manufacture, by which the va. 
mies of recluſe and domeſtick Iciſure may be filled up. 
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146 THE RAMBLER. 
Theſe arts are more neceſſary as the weak neſs of th 
ſex and the general ſyſtem of life debar ladies fr 
many employments which, by div erſifying the circ 
tanccs ow, men, preſcrve them from being canker 
the ruſt of their own thoughts. I know not hy 
much of the virtue and happinets of the world mz 
the conſcquence of this judicious re gulation. Per 
the moſt powerful fancy might be unable to fi; 
contution and ſlaughter that would be produced | 


many piercing eyes and vivid underftandings, tuns 


looſe at once upon mankind, with no other Vuſin, 
than to ſparkle and intrigue, to perplex and to & 
ſtroy. 

For my part, whenever chance brings within r 
obſervation a knot of miſles buſy at their neecles, 
conſider myſelf as in the ſchool of virtue; and thi 


J have no cxtraordinary ſkill in plain-work or embroi 
dery, look upon their Operations with as much far. 
becauſe I regard them x 


faction as their governeſs, 
providing a ſecurity againſt the moſt dangerous en 
{narcrs of the ſoul, by enabling themſelves to cxcl 
idlencts from their ſolitary moments, 
her attendant train of paſſions, fancies, and chin 
fears, forrows, and defircs. Ovid and Cervantes v 
inform them that Love has no power but over th 
whom he catches unemployed; and Hector. in the! 
liad, when Andromache 


he ſces overwhelmed 


terrors, fends her for conſolation to the loom and ti 


diſtaff. 


It is certain that any wild wiſh or vain imagine 


never takes ſuch 3 PC etlion of the mind, as whe 


it is found empty and unoccupied. The old pg 
rick principic, that Nature abbors a Vacuum, ma 
properly : pplicd to = intellect, which will embra 
any thing, however abſurd or criminal, rather th. 
wholly without an chieck. Perhaps every man 


date the predominance of thole defires that 3 


life and contaminate his conſcience, from ſome unbapp! 


hour when too much leiſure expoſed im to hte 


curtions ; for he tas lived with little obſervation c 
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and with 1dlicre 


himſelf 
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is to be vicious. 


LXXXVI. SATURDAY, JANUARY 12, 1751. 


Legitimumque ſonum digitis callemus & aure. Hor. 


By fingers, or by car, we numbers ſcan, ELPHINSTON. 


) Gt 


NE of the ancients has obſerved, that the burthen 
of government is encreaſed upon princes by the 
tues of their immediate predeceſſors. It is, indeed, 
V ays dangerous to be placed in a ſtate of unavoidable 
mpariſon with excellence, and the danger is ſtill 
er when that excellence is confecrated by death; 
en envy and intereſt ccalc to! act againſt it; and 
i palſions by winch it was at lirſt vilthed and ODPY= 
„now ftand in its defence, and turn their vehe— 
ence againſt honeſt emulation. 


"Ol He that ſucceeds a celcbrat th writer, has the fame 
: Mculties to CNCOUntrer ; he ſtands under the hade ot 
E ted merit, and 1s binds re d i from rims to Nis natural 
au, by the interception of thoſe beams which thouid 


q VIzOTAate and QUICK cn tum. He applics to that at- 
in which is already engaged, and unwilling to be 
wn off from certain ſatisfaction; or perhaps to an 
tention already wearied, and not to be recalled to the 
ne object. 
One of the old pocts congratulates himſelf that he has 
mater regions of Parnaſſus before him, and that 
garland will be gathered from plantations Which no 
iter had ye t cullcc x4 Bur the imitator treads a beaten 
15 and wi th all his diligence can only hope to find a 
y flowers or branches untouched by his predeceſſor, 
refuſe of contempt, or the omiſſions of negligence. 
Macedonian reer, when he was once in- 
ed to hear a man that ſung like a night! ngale, replied, 
2 contempt, that he had heard the ni, Zhtingale her- 
N 3 ſelf; 


umſelf or others, who docs not know that to be 


e 
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ſelf; and the ſame treatment muſt every man enWM-nother 
whoſe praiſe 1s that he imitates another. ed up 
Yet, in the midſt of theſe diſcouraging reflect ne 1 
T am about to ofter to my reader ſome obſervations | 
J | 
Paradiſe Loft ; and hope that, however I may fall 
low the ien writer who has ſo long dictate! | | 
the ccmmon wealth of learning, my attempt ma! | 
be wholiy uſeleſs. There are, in every age, ncy err £3 
to be rectified, and new prejudices to be oppoſe ible, . 
Falſe taſte is always buſy to miſlead thoſe that are rms by 
tering upon the regions of learning; and the trave|Meſſcd, : 


uncertain of his w ay, and forſaken by the ſun, will ii; lange 
plcaſed to fee a fainter orb ariſe on the horizon, e I th: 
may reſcue him from total darkneſo, though with w « volu 
and borrowed luſtre. it ofter 

Addiſon, though he has conſidered this poem unde The h 
moſt of the general topicks of criticiſm, has bare prope 
touched upon the verſiſication; not pr bably becaulc bi@When the 


thovght the art of numbers unworthy « f his notice, f 
he knew with how minute attention the ancient en 
ticks conſidered the diſpoſition of ſyllables, and h; 
himſelf given hopes of ſome metrical obſervations u 
the great Roman poct; but being the firſt who ung 
took to d play the | hack. and point out the detec! 
Milton, he had many obic&ts at once butorc him, 
paſſed willingly over thoſe which were moſt barren 
Keas, and required labour, ra: her than genius, 

Yer verſincation, or the art of mcdul: ting his nun 
bers, is indiſpenſably neceſſary to a Poct. þ very ot 
power by which the underſtanding is enlightencd | 
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the imagination enchanted, may be exerciſed in pro Th” 
But the port has this peculi. ar eee that to = 

the powers which the perfection of every other compo- _ | 
ſition can require, he adds the faculty of jcining mute 3 : 
with re 2 and of acting at once upon the ſenſes: 7 5 
the paſſions. I ſuppoſe there ar fe W who do not fe ag. 
themfelves tenched by poetical me r ; avd who v * 
not confeſs that thicy are more of leſs moved by t 4+ e 
fame thoughts, as they are con veyed by different four 2 


and more affected! by the ſame werds in one orde re 
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en :nother. The perception of harmony is indeed con- 
] ”"y_o men in degrees very unequal, but there 
ne who do not perceryc it, or to whom a regular 
rtionate founds cannot give delight. 

Toe n the verſification of Milton, I am de- 
to be rally underſtood, and ſhall therefore 

ly decline the dialect of grammarians ; though, 
|, it is always difficult, and ſometimes ſcarcely 
livle, to deliver the precepts of an art, without the 
rms by which the peculiar 1deas of that art are ex- 
eſſed, and which had not been invented but becauſe 
language already in uſe was inſufficient. If there- 
Ee] hall ſometimes ſeem obſcure, may be imputed to 


it offence which is always given by unuſual words. 
The heroick meaſure of the Eng »}1fh language may 
properly conſidered as pure or mixed. it is pure 
hen the accent reſts upon every ſecond ſyllable through 
ie whole line. 


Courage uncertain dangers may abate, 
U. But who can bEar th' approach of certain fate? DRVYDEX. 


Here love his golden ſhafts emol vs, here lights 

His conttant lamp, and waves his purple wings, 

Reigns here, and revels ; not in the bought tmitre 

Ot harlots, loveleſs, joyleſs, uncndear'd. Mir Tox. 


Ihe accent may be obſerved, in the ſecond line of Dry- 
en, and the Wa and fourth of Milton, to repoſe up- 
every ſecond ſyllable. 

The repetition of this ſound or percuſſion at _ 
mes, is the moſt complete harmony of which a ting! 

ie 15 capable, and thould therefore be exactly kept in 
| ünches, and generally in the laſt line of a para- 
1 | ph, that the car may reſt without any {unle of im- 
(tection. 

But, to preſerve the ſerics of ſounds untranſpoſed in 
ng compoſun ion, is not only very — but tire- 
me and diſg uſting; for we arc {51 wearied w ith the 
perpetual 


voluntary interdiction, and to a defire of avoiding . 
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perperual recurrence of the ſame cadence, Neerſ 
has therefore enforced the mixed mcaſure, inv 
{ome variation of the accents is allowed; this, tho 
always injures the harmony of the line conſidered 
itſelf, yet compenſates the loſs by relieving us trum ! 
continual tyranny of the ſame ſound, and make; 
more ſenſible of the harmony of the pure meaſure, 

Of theſe mixcd numbers every poet affords us ir 
merable inſtances; and Milton ſeldom has two | 
lines together, as will appear if any of his paragraph 
read with attention merely to the muſick. 


Thus at their ſhady lodge arriv'd, both ſtood, 
Both turn'd, and under open iky ador*d 

The Cd that made both ſky, air, ca, th, and heav'n, 
Which they beheld; the moon's reſplendent globe, 
Ard ftarry pole: thou alſo mad'ſt the night, 
Maker Omnipotent ! and thou the day, 

Which we in our appointed work employ 'd 
Have tinith'd, bo appy in our mut ual help, 

Ard . 5 the crtæaun of all cur b.iſs 
Ordain'd by 4 e; and this delicious pl. ice, 

For us too large; where thy abundance wants 
Partakers, and uncrop'd falls to the ground; 
But thou haſt promis 1 from us two a race 

To fill the carth, who ſhall with us cxtol _ 

Thy goodnets infinite, both when we woke, 
And when we ſeck, as now, thy gilt of flecp. 


In this paſſage it will be at firſt obſerved, that all i 
lines are not cqually harmonious, and upon a near «x 
mination it will be found that only the fifth and nin 
Ines are regular, and the reſt are more or Kſs licent! 


with reſpect to the accent. In ſome the accent | 


qually upon two ſyllables together, and in boch frag 


LAS— 


Thus at their ſhady lodge arriv*d, both ſtood, 
Boch turn'd, and under open tky ador' d 
The God that made both (ky, air, earth, and hes. 
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e chers the accent is equally upon two ſyllables, but 
v 1 both weak. 


| a race 
rec | . 

To fill the earth, who ſhall with us extol 
Thy goodneſs infirite, both when we wake, 
Ard when we (elk as now, thy gitt of ſleep. 


ce the firſt pair of ſyllables the accent may deviate 
PW the rigour of exattnefs, without any unpleaſing 
th nution of harmony, as may be obſerved in the 
already cited, and more remarkably in this 
Thou alſo mad'ſt the night, 
n Maker omnipotent! and thou the day. 


But, excepting the firſt pair of ſyllables, which may 
confidered as arbitrary, a poct who, not having the 
ention or knowledge of Milton, has more need to 
re his audience by muſical cadences, ſhould ſel- 
m ſuffer more than one abcrration from the rule in 
ſingle verſe. 

There are two lines in this paſſage more remark- 
y unharmonious : 


— This delicious place, 
For us too large 3 zobere thy tbundarce wants 
Partakers, and uncrop'd falls te the ground. 


ure the third pair of ſyllables in the firſt, and fourth 
ame ſecond verſe, have their accents retrograde or 
„ Wicrtcd ; the firſt ſyllable being ſtrong or acute, and 
- Wh ſecond weak. The detriment which the meaſure 
Nis by this inverſion of the accents is ſometimes leſs 


reeptible, when the verſes are carried one into an- 
her, but is remarkably ſtriking in this place, where 
e VICIOUS verſe concludes a period ; and is yer more 
ene in rhyme, when we regularly attend to the 
w of evcry ſingle line. This will appear by read- 
ga couplet, in which Cowlcy, an author not ſuſh- 
ciently 
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ciently ſtudious of harmony, has committed the! 


fault: LXXV 
his harmleſs life a idus 

Does with ſubſtantial blefiedncſs abound, Nemo 
And the ſoft wings of peace cover him round. Si mod 
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In theſe the law of metre is very groſsly violaty 
mingling combinations of ſound directly oppcſt 
each other, as Milton expreſſes in his ſonnet, by 
milling ſhort and long, and ſetting one part of then 
{ure at variance with the reſt. The ancients, y 
had a language more capable of variety than ours, 
two kinds of verſe, the Tambick, conſiſting of | 
and long ſyllables alternately, from which our her 
meaſure is divided, and the. Trochaick, conſiſting it 
like alternation of long and ſhort. Theſe were « 
ſidered as oppoſites, and conveyed the contrary im 
of ſpeed and flowneſs ; ro confound them, therefore, 
in theſe lines, is to deviate from the eſtabliſhed pr 


tice. But where the ſenſes are to judge, author!“ 
not neceſſary, the ear is ſufficient to detect diſſonan ſtubbE 
nor ſhould I have ſought auxiliaries on ſuch pally 
occaſhon againſt any name but that bf Milton. 2 
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LXXXVII. TUESDAY, JANUARY f;, 1781. 


nv idus, iracundus, iners, vinoſus, amator, 
Nemo adeo ferus cit, ut non miteſcere potht, 
Si modo culturæ patientem commodet autem. Hor. 


The ſlave to envy, anger, wine, or love, 
The wretch of oth, it's excellence {h; if prove 
Fierceneſs itfelt ſhall hear it's r: age away, 


g , When liſt' ning calmy to th' mftructive lay. Francis» 
. HAT few things are fo liberally beſtowed, or 
Y ſquandered with ſo little effect, as good advice, has 
wy gene rally obſerved; and many ſage poſitions have 
..- advanced concerning the reaſons of rhis complaint, 
lle means of removing it. It is indeed an impor- 
7 and Loble enquiry, for little would be wanting to 


appineſs of life, if every man could conform to the 
t 25 Yoon ns he was ſhown it. 
his perverſe neglect of the moſt ſalutary r bh 
ſtubborn reſiſtance of the moſt t pathetick perſu iſion, 
Iually imputed to him by whom the counſel is re- 


eleſs depravĩty, that though good advice was given, 
wor. ught no reformation. 
ths ere, who imagine themſelves to have quicket 
and de 1 penetration, have found our, that 
neffic; cy of advice is uſually the fault of the coun- 
and rules karg 2 been laid down, by which this 
pertant duty may be ſucceſsfully Pc rformed : we arc 
ted by w h at tokens to difcov cr the favourable mo- 
at Which the heart is diſpoled for the operation 
truth and reaſon, with what addrefs to Sire ee 


with what vchicles to diſguiſe Se catbarticks of the 


Pot notwithſt anding this ſpecious expedicnt, we ſind 
world yet in the ſame ſtate; advice is ill given, 
received with diſguſt; nor has it appeared that 


A 


oitternels of the medicine has been yet abated, 
CL 


ed; and we often hear it mentioned as a ſign of 
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ing it. 
If we conſider the manner in which thoſe w! 


ſame the office of directing the conduct of other, | 


cute their undertaking, it will not be very won! 
that their labours, however zealous or affeEtiona:s, 
frequently uſeleſs. For what is the advice 
commonly given? A few general mexims, en! 
with vehemence and inculcated with! Import! 
failing for want of particular reference and imm. 
application. 

It is not often that any man can have o n 


knowledge of another, as is neceſſary to make inf 


tion . We are lometimes not ourſelves c. 
of the original motives of our actions, and when 


know them, our firſt care is to hide them from the! 
of others, and often from thoſe moſt diligently. 


ſuperiority either of power or underſtanding mis int 


them to inſpect bur lives; it is therefore very g. 
that he who endeavours the cure of our intellect. 
tadies, miſtakes their cauſe ; and that his preſery 
avail nothing, becauſe he knows not which of the 
110 ons Or de ſire 8 18 itlated. 

Advice, as it alu avs gives a temporary appe 
ſuperiority, can never be very grateful, cyen when 
moſt necella ry or mott rudicion us. But for the {: 
reaſon every one is eager to inſtruct his neivh! 
To be wiſe or to be virtuous, is to 
p. ATANCE at a high price; but when nothing 
to elevation but det e ion of the follics or The f 
others, no man is fo inſenſible to 
linger on the ground. 
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deve, for the moſt part, ſummon our powers to op- 
| it, without any very accurate enquiry whether it 
whe cht. It is ſufficient that another is growing great 
his own eyes at our expence, and aſſumes authority 


r us without our permiſſion; for many would con- 
tedly ſuffer the conſequences of their own miſtakes, 
her than the inſolence of him who triumphs as their 
verer. 
I: 5, indeed, ſeldom found that any advantages are 
ved with that moderation which the uncertainty of 
human good ſo powerfully enforces ; and therefore 
adviſer may juſtly ſuſpect, that he has inflamed the 
ſtion which he laments by arrogance and ſuperci- 
ſneſs. He may ſuſpect, but needs not haſtily to 
demn himſelf, for he can rarely be certain that the 
ot language, or the moſt humble diffidence, would 
e e eſcaped reſentment; ſince ſcarcely any degree of 
mſpection can prevent or obviate the rage with 
ich the ſlothful, the impotent, and the unſucceſsful, 
t their diſcontent upon thoſe that excel them, Mo- 
iy itſelf, if it is praiſed, will be envied; and there 
mind ſo impatient of inferiority, that their ee 
a ſpecies of revenge, and they return benefits, not be 
ſe recompence is a pleaſure, but becauſe ohlinticn 
n pain. 
The number of thoſe whom the love of themſelves 
thus far corrupted, is perhaps not great ; but there 
tew ſo free from vanity, as not to > did: ite to thoſe 
0 will hear their inſtructions, with a viſible ſenſe of 
ir own benehcence ; and few to whom it is not un- 
ung to receive documents, however tenderly and 
tiouſly delivered, or who are not willing to raiſe 
emſelves from pupillage, by diſputing the propoſitions 
their teacher. 
n l was the maxim, I think, of Alphonſus of Arra- 
n, that dead counſellors are ſafeſt. The grave puts an 
to flattery and artifice, and the information that we 
cite from books is pure from intereſt, fear, or ambi- 
In. Dead counſellors are likewiſe moſt inſtructive; 
caule they are heard with paticace and with reve- 
0 rence. 
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rence, We are not unwilling to believe that man » 
than ourſclves, from whoſe abilities we may recein, 


vantage, without any danger of rivalry or oppof 


and who affords us the light of his experience, wit 
hurting our eyes by flaſhes of inſolence. 

By the conſultation of books, whether of dead 
living authors, many temptations to petulance an; 
poſition, which occur in oral conferences, are av 
An author cannot obtrude his advice unaſked, nor 
be often ſuſpected of any malignant intention to in 
his readers with his knowledge or his wit. 
valent is the habit of comparing ourſelves with cn 


while they remain within the reach of our paß | 


that books are ſeldom read with complete impartia 
but by thoſe from whom the writer is placed at fu 
diſtance that his life or death 1s indifferent. 


We tee that volumes may be peruſed, and peru 


with attention, to little effect; and that maxim 
prudence, or principles of virtue; may be treaſured 
the memory without influencing 


rea to be made wiſer or better, apply any gener: 
proof of vice to themſelves, or try their own mar 
by axioms of juſtice, 


i iq ere n 
ment, to gain or preterve that reſpe Ct wnich le 
has always s obtained; or to gratify their n en 


knowledge, which, like treaſures buried and forgot 


is of no uſe to 3 or themſclves. 


The preacher, ſays a French author, may ſp 


© an hour in explaining and enforcing a precept 0! 


ligion, without feeling any impreſſion from his on 
10 


« perf or mance, becauſe he may have no fuer ( 
© than to fill up his hour. A ſtudent may _s 
his life in comparing divines and moraliſts, 


any practical regard to morality or religion; he 


be learning, not to. live, but to reaſon; he may re; 
only the elegance of ſtyle, juſtneſs of argument, 


accuracy of method; and may enable himſelf to Ct! 
ciſe with judgment, and diſpute with ſubtiltv, wi" 


Yet ſo 


the conduct. Of 
numbers that paſs their lives among books, very; 
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5 ef uſe of his volumes is unthought of, his mind 7 
' - Whaffe&ted, and his life is unreformed. | BZ 

* but though truth and virtue are thus frequently de- Wy 
Wc by pride, obſtinacy, or folly, we are not allowed © 

„ert them; for whoever can furniſh arms which 

Mes 7 hitherto have not employed, may enable them to 

# ſome hearts which would have rehfted any other 

Hh hod of attack. Every man of genius has {ome arts 

x Exing the attention peculiar to himſelf, by which, 

6 eſtly exerted, he may benefit mankind ; for the ar- 


ents for purity of life fail of their due influence, 
becauſe they have been conſidered and confuted, but 
auſe they have been paſſed over without conſidera- 

To the poſition of Tully, that if Virtue could be 
; ſhe muſt be loved, may be added, that if Truth 
d be heard, ſhe muſt be obcycd. 
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Cum tabulis animum cenſoris ſumet honeſtt : 
Audebit quæcunque minus ſplendoris habebunt, 

Aut fine pondere erunt, & honore indigna ferentur, 
Verba movere loco, quamvis invita recedant, 
. verſentur adhuc intra penetralia veſtæ. Hor. 
But be that hath a curious piece deſign'd, 

When he begins, muſt take a cenſor's mind, 

Severe and honeſt ; and what words appear 

Too light and trivial, or too weak to bear f 
Ihe weighty ſenſe, nor worth the reader's care, 

Shake off; tho* ſtubburn, they are loth to move, 

And tho” we fancy, dearly tho' we love. CREECH, 


f 
HERE is no reputation for genius,” ſays Quinti- 

lian, * to be gained by writing on things which, 
Pwever neceſſary, have little ſplendor or ſhew. The 
eight of a building attracts the eyc, but the founda- 
ons lie without regard. Yet ſince there is not any 
ay to the top of ſcience, but from the loweſt parts, 
Q 2 6 1 thall 
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© I ſhall think nothing unconnected with the an 
© oratory, which he that wants cannot be an 
© tor.” 

Confirmed and animated by this illuſtrious prece! 
T ſhall continue my enquiries into Milton's art of 1 
ſification. Since, however minute the employn, 
may appear, of analyſing lines into ſyllables, and ut 
ever ridicule may be incurred by a folemn delibery 
upon accents and pauſes, it is certain that withour 
petty knowledge no man can be a poet; and that f 
the proper diſpoſition of ſingle ſounds reſults thath 
mony that adds force to reaſon, and gives grace to! 
limity; that ſhackles attention, and governs patlions, 

That verſe may be melodious and plcafing, it i; 
ceſſary, not only that the words be fo ranged as that: 
accent may fall in it's proper place, but that the (yl; 
themſelves be ſo choſen as to flaw ſmoothly into 
another. This is to be effected by a proportia 
mixture of yowels and conſonants, and by tempering: 
mute conſonants with liquids and ſemivowels. 
Hebrew grammarians have obſerved, that it is im; 
fible to pronounce two conſonants without the mt-rr 
tion of a vowel, or without ſome emiſſion of the br: 
between one and the other; this is longer anden 
perceptible, as the ſounds of the conſonants are leſs 
monically conjoined, and, by conſequence, the fon 
the verſe is longer interrupted, 

It is pronounced by Dryden, that a line of ms 
ſyllables is almoſt always harſh. This, with rc 
to our language, is evidently true, not becaule u 
ſyllables cannot compoſe harmony, but becaul: 
monoſyllables being of Teutonick original, or for! 
by contraction, commonly begin and end with ca! 
nants, as — 


. 


—— Every lower faculty 
Of ſenſe, whereby they hear, ſee, ſmell, touch, taſte. 


The difference of harmony ariſing principal!y f 


the collocation of vowels and conſonants, will be 
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= 


ny conceived by attending to the following paſ⸗- 


E 


Immortal Amarant— there grows 

And flow'rs aloft, ſhading the fount of life, 
And where the river of bliſs through midſt of Heav'n 
Rolls er Elyſian flag rs ber amber flream ; 

With theſe that never fade, the ſpirits elect 

Bind their reſplendent locks intoreath'd with beams. 


EO I WY” er _—_ L 
2 e e 
A AE 6 
| BE ö 


r 
# —_ rs 


1 


D 
ao "» Hi 
_—_ = ' RO 


* 1 1 
* 


The ſame compariſon that I propoſe to be made be- 
zen the fourth and ſixth verſes of this paſſage, may 
010 rcpcated between the laſt lines of the following quo- 
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Under foot the violet, 
Crocus, and hyacinth, with rich inlay 
Braider'd the ground, more colour” d than with ſtone 
Ot coſtlieſt emblem. 
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Here in cloſe receſs, 
With flowers, garlands, and ſweet-ſmelling herbs, 
Eſpouſed Eve firſt deck'd her nuptial bed; 
And heav\nly chairs the hymenean ſung. 
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Milton, whoſe ear had been accuſtomed, not only to 
: muſic of the ancient tongues, which, however vitiat- 
by our pronunciation, excel all that are now in ule, 
to the ſoftneſs of the Italian, the moſt mellifluous of 
modern poetry, ſeems fully convinced of the unhtnels 

ur language for ſmooth verſification, and is therefore 
aled with an opportunity of calling in a ſofter word 
lis afliſtance; for this reaſon, and I believe for this 

ily, he ſometimes indulges himſelf in a long ſeries of 
per names, and imrodüces them where they add but 
te muſick to his poem. 
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Call El Dorado. 


160 THE RAMBLER. 
The moon The Tuſcan artiſt views edneſs: 
At evening, from the top ot Feſole harſher. 
Or in Valdarno, to deſcry new lands. red; it 
| haps in a 
He has indeed been more attentive to his ſyllables r] cowel 
to his accents, and does not often offend by colliſion; ca, an 
conſonants, or openings of vowels upon cach other, ind aud 
leaſt not more often than other writers who have | 
leſs important or complicated ſubjccts to take off th; 
care from the cadence of their lines. Spiritua 
The great peculiarity of Milton's verſification, c Ns ingr 
ared with that of later poets, is the eliſion of one v,, Intellige 
— another, or the ſuppreſſion of the laſt ſyllable ns 
a word ending with a vowel, when a vowel begins t! if 3 
following word. As — ; 
Knou ledge For we 
Oppreſſes elſe with ſurfeit, and ſoon turns Of 
Wiſdom to folly, as nouriſhment to wind, Inhoſpit 
This licence, though now diſuſed in Engliſh poet And 
was practiſed by our old writers, and is allowed in mai Throug! 
other languages, ancient and modern; and therefi 
the criticks on Paradiſe Loſt have, without much d God m 
beration, commended Milton for continuing it. , To ferv: 
one language cannot communicate it's rules to another 
We have already tried and rejected the hexameter of ti believe 
ancients, the double cloſe of the Italians, and the a, thou 
andrine of the French; and the elifion of vowels, hein ſom 
ever graceful it may ſeem to other nations, may be v in wh 
unſuitable to the genius of the Engliſh tongue. nounced 
There is rcaſon to believe that we have negliger rv is { 
loſt part of our vowels, and that the ſilent e which o:Wuce wit] 
| anceſtors added to moſt of our monoſyllables, was on: 
vocal. By this detruncation of our ſyllables, our lat 
| guage 1s overſtocked with conſonants, and it is more i: —_— 
ceſſary to add vowels ta the beginning of words, the I. In 
to cut them off from the end. ANY 
Milton therefore ſeems to have ſomewhat miſtal 
| the nature of our language, of which the chief defet They 1 


rud da 
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edneſs and aſperity, and has left our harth cadences 
harſher. But his elifions are not all equally to be 
ured; in ſome ſyllables they may be allowed, and 
haps in a few may be ſafcly imitated. The abſciſſion 
z vowel is undoubtedly vicious when it is ſtrongly 
ded, and makes, with it's aſſociate conſonant, a 


and audible ſyllable. 


Ls a od yo wy" AJ * N . by ; 


e 


We" I 


What he gives, 

Spiritual, may to pureſt ſpirits be found, 

Ns ingrateful food, and food alike thele pure 
Intelligential ſubſtances requie, 


128 
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Fruits Heſperian fables true, 
If true, here on/y, and of delicious taſte, 


—— Evening now approach'd, 
For we have alſo our evening and our morn, 


Of gueſts he makes them ſlaves, 
Inhoſpitably, and Kills their infant males, 


And vital Virtue infus'd, and vital warmth 
Throughout the fluid mas. 


God made thee of choice his own, and of his own 
To ſerve him. 


believe every reader will agree that in all thoſe paſ- 
s, though not equally in all, the mufick is injured, 
Iin ſome the meaning obſcured. There are other 
in which the vowel is cut off, but it is fo faintly 
nounced in common fſpecch, that the lofts of it in 
try is ſcarcely perceived; and therefore fuch com- 
Ince with the meaſure may be allowed. 


EXIT —_— TY A 


CLASS 


Nature breeds 
Perverſe, all monſtrous, all prodigious things, 
Abominable, inutterable; and orte 
Juan tables yet have feign'd 
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—F rom the ſhore 
They view'd the vaſt immenſurat/e aby ſs. 
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Impenetrab/e, impal'd with circling fire. 
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To none communicable in earth or heaven. 


a language too rough already; and though in 


poems they may be ſometimes ſuffered, it never c 


faulty to forbear them. 


Milton frequently uſes in his poems the hyperme 


cal or redundant line of eleven ſyllables. 


—— Thus it ſhall befall 
Him who to worth in woman overtruſtiag 
Lets her will rule. 


T alto err'd in over- much admiring. 


Verſes of this kind occur almoſt in every page; 


though they are not unpleafing or diſſonant, they 


not to be admitted into heroick poctry, ſince the. pan 


limits of our language allow us no other diſtin®; 


— 


epick and tragick meaſures, than is afforded by th. 


berty of changing at will the terminations of the 


matick lines, and bringing them by that relaxatior 


metrical rigour nearer to proſe, 


No. LXXXIX. TUESDAY, JANUARY 


Dulce eſt deſipere in loco. 


Wiſdom at proper times is well forgot. 


OC KE, whom there is no reaſon to ſuſpect of d 
a favourer of idleneſs or libertiniſm, has advan 


that whoever hopes to employ any part of his time 
efficacy and vigour, muſt allow ſome of it to pa! 
trifles. It is beyond the 
whole life in profound ſtudy and intenſe medite 
and the moſt rigorous exacters of induſtry and ſe: 


neſs have appointed hours for relaxation and a 


ment. 
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Yet even theſe contractions encreaſe the rouvhn 
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ſr is certain, that, with or without our conſent, 
of the few moments allotted us will ſlide imper- 
nbly away, and that the mind will break from 
inement to it's ſtated taſk, into ſudden excurſions 
e ere and connected attention is preferved but for a 
| rt time; and when a man ſhuts himſelf up in his 
et, and bends his thoughts to the diſcuſſion of any 
ruſe queſtion, he will find his faculties continually 
ling away to more pleaſing cntertainments. He 
en perceives himſelf tranſported, he knows not how, 
diſtant tracts of thought; and return to his firſt ob- 
t as from a dream, without knowing when he for- 
bit, or how long he has been abſtracted from it. 
t has been obſerved, that the mott ſtudious are not 
ays the moſt learned, There 1s, indeed, no great 
fculty In diſeov ering that this ditterence of prolicien- 
may ariſe from the difference of intellectual powers, 
the choice of beoks, or the convenience of informa- 
im, But I believe i likewiſe frequent!) r 
t the moſt recluſe are not the moſt vigurous proſe 
tors of ſtudy. Many impoſe; upon the world, ad 
any upon themſclves, by an appearance of levere, 
d exemplary diligence ; when they, in reality, give 
emſelves up to the luxury of tancy, pleale their 
nds with regulating the paſt, or "on inning out the 
ture; place themſelves at will in varicd ſituations 
happineſs, and ſlumber away 4 days in volun- 
ry viſions. In the journey of life fome are left be- 
| nd, becauſe they u e naturally fecble and flow ; {ome 
cauſe they miſs No Lay; and many becauſe they 


bs $4. 


every ſhade. 
There is nothing more Fatal to a man whoſe buſi - 


prod uce 


we it by choice, and infſtcad of preiing ; onward with 
ſteady pace, delight themſelves with momentary de- 
ations, turn aſide to pluck every flower, and repoſe 


©) is to think, than to have !carned the art of regal- 

g his mind with thoſe at ry gratifications. Other 
ces or follics are reſtrained by fear, reformed | y ad- 
onition, Or rejected by the conviction which the com- 
ailvn of our conduct with that of others may in time 
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produce. But this inviſible riot of the mind, thers, 2 
cret prodigality of being, is ſecure from de tecticn. res anc 
fearleſs of reproach. The dreamer retires to h. is, p<r! 
ments, ſhuts out the cares and interruptions of mental 
kind, and abandons himſelf to his own fancy; | which 


worlds riſe up before him, one image is follows n perpe 


another, and a long ſuccefſion of delights dances ri (olitude 
him. IIe is at laſt called back to life by nature, \ accull 
cuſtom, and enters peeviſh into ſociety, becauſe Whment, * 
cannot model it to his own will. He returns fron of this 
idle excurſions with the aſperity, though not wih remifl 
knowledge, of a ftudent, and haſtens again to the ix ccly be 
felicity with the cagerneſs of a man bent upon thc 15 1S © 
vancement of ſome favourite ſcience. The infatux t, of \ 
ſtrengthens by degrees, and, like the poiſon of opia inc, t 
weaken his powers, without any external ſymptom WM and ot 
malignity. | be 
It happens, indeed, that theſe hypocrites of learning and 
are in time detected, and convinced by diſgrace turn 
diſappointment of the difference between the labor he firſt 
thought, and the ſport of muſing. But this diſco! he gre 
is often not made till it is too late to recover the ty virtue 
that has been fooled away. A thouſand acci/ of ft 
may, indeed, awaken drones to a more carly ary ee; bt 
their danger and their ſhame. But they who are cn that 
vinced of the neceffity of breaking from this ha | au 
drowſineſs, too often relapſe in ſpite of their refolurio; W237, 4 
for theſe ideal ſeducers are aways near, and neit! wery 
any particularity of time nor place 1s neceſſ ary to tl Alter tl 
influence; they invade; the foul without w arniny, 7 „an 
have often charmed down reſiſtance before their -e 
proach is perceived or ſuſpected. emen 
This captivity, however, it is neceſſary for <7 e 
man to break, who has any deſire to be wiſe or eriaty 
ful, to pats his life with the eſteem of others, or and 
look back with ſatisfaction from his old age upon "WG 
carlier years. In order to regain liberty, he muſt find > © 
the means of flying from himſelf; he muſt, in opp pita 
ſition to the Stoick precept, teach his deſires to tix u ere 
e 


external things; he muſt adopt the joys and the pal 
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n chers, and excite in his mind the want of focial 
wes and amicable communication. 
perhaps, not impoſſible to promote the cure of 
mental malady, by cloſe application to ſume new 
which may pour in freſh idcas, and keep curio- 
od | > gem motion. But ſtudy requires ſolitude. 
ro: ſolitude is a ſtate dangerous to thoſe who are too 
; accuſtomed to fink into themſelves. Active em- 
1 ment, or public ple aſure, is generally a. neceſſary 
of this intellectual regimen, without w hich, though 
e remifſion may be obtained, a complete cure will 
V el be effected. 
5 is a formidable and obſtinate diſeaſe of the in- 
9 of which, when it has once become radicated 


5 


me, the remedy is one of the hardeſt taſks of rea- 


Wand of virtue. It's lighteſt attacks, therefore, 

be watchfully oppoſed ; and he that finds the 
nid and narcotick infection beginning to ſeize him, 
d turn his whole attention againſt it, and check it 
e firſt diſcovery by proper counteraction. 


ne great reſolution to be formed, when happineſs 
\irtue are thus formidably invaded, is, that no 
of life be ſpent in a ſtate of neutrality or indit- 
ec; but that ſome pleaſure be found for ev ery mo- 

t that is not devoted to labour; and that, when— 
the neceſſary butineſs of life; grows irkſome or dil- 
17, an immediate tranſition be made to div erſion 
Ucty. 

Alter the exercifes which the health of the body re- 
„and which have themſelves a natural tendency 
tuate and invigorate the mind, the molt cligible 
ment of a rational being ſeems to be that inter- 
e of thoughts which is practiſed in free and eaſy 
erſation; where ſuſpicion is baniſhed by experi- 
, and emulation by benevolence ; where every man 
with no other reſtraint than unwiliingnels to 
+ and hears with no other diſpoſition than deſire 


be a time in which every man trifles ; 
Ace that nature ofters us, is, to trifle in 
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company or alone. 
been an old precept among men who have had ve, 
ferent conceptions of profit. All have agreed th; 
amuſements ſhould not terminate wholly in hems 
moment, but contribute more or leſs to future: 
tage. He that amuſes himſelf among well d 


companions, can fcarcely fail to receive, from then 


carcleſs and obſtreperous merriment which virtu 


allow, ſome uſeful hints; nor gan converſe on 


moſt familar topicks, without ſome caſual informs 


The loote ſparkles of thoughrlets wit may give 1 


light to the mind, and the gay contention for parat 


ical poſitions rectify the opinions. 


This is the time in which thoſe friendſhips that, 


happineſs or conſolation, relief or ſecurity, are 
rally formed. A wiſe and good man is never ( : 
ble as in luis unbended and familiar intervals. Her 
veneroſity, 
vencration and reſpect, but love always implics | 
kind of natural or voluntary cqu- ality, and is only: 
excited by that levity and cheerfulneſs which « 
cumbers all minds from awe and folic rude, invite 
modeſt to freedom, and, 
tidence. This caſy gaicty is certain to pleaſe, \ 
ever be the character of him that excrts it, if ovr 


periors defcen from their elevation, we love then! 


leſſening the diſtance at which we are placed 
them; and interiors, from whom we can receiv 
laſting advantage, will always keep our affe ction 
their ſpriglitline {s and mirth contribute to our plc 


Every man finds himſelf differently affected b 1 


ſight of fortreſſes of war and palaces of plcafure, 
look on the height and ſtrength of the bulwarks! 
a kind of gloomy ſatisfaction, for we cannot thi 

defence without admitting images of danger; but 


range delighted and jocund through the gay aparts ; 


of the palace, becauſe nothing is impreſſed by the! 
the mind but joy and feſtivity. Such is the dilte 


between great and amiable characters; with protec 


ve are fate, with companions we arc happy. 


418. # 


To join profit with pleaſure, 


or philoſophical diſcoveries, may con; 
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ſure, 
vero. XC. SATURDAY, JANUARY 26, 1751. 
tha 
e pr In tenui labor. VIRG. 
| | What toil in {lender things! 
In 
then 
1 is very difficult to write on the minuter parts of lite- 
„( dore without failing either to pleaſe or inſtruct. Too 
ch nicety of detail ditguſts the greateſt part of readers, 
„bse throw a multitude of particul; us under general 


ds, and lay down of extenſive comprehention, 
common underſtanc lings of little uſe. They who 
lertake theſe ſubjects are therefore always in danger, 
ne or other inconvenience ariſes to their imagination, 
fighting us with rugged ſcience, or amuſing us with 
pty ſound. 
lu criticiſing the work of Milton, there is indeed oppor- 
ty to interſperſe patlag iges that can har, dl * fail to relieve 
e languors of attention; and ſince, in examining the 
1ety and choice of the pauſes with which he nas dwer— 
ed his numbers, 1 it will be necefl; ry to exhibit the lines 
which they are to be found; perhaps the remarss may 
well compenſated by the examples, and the KE Hne— 
of grammatical diſquiſitions tomewhat alleviated. 
Milton formed his ſcheing of verſification bv the poets 
Greece and Rome, whom he propoſed to hütet tor 
models, ſo far as the difference of his language from 
eirs would permit the imitation. There: are indeed 
any inconveniencies inſeparable from our heroic mcea— 
Ire compared with that of Homer and Virgil; meonve— 
ncies, Which it is no reproach to Milton not te Have 
come, bec: ule they are in their OWN nature 1 Hupe 10 
j but againſt which he has ſtruggled with fo much 
t and diligence, that he may at Icaſt be laid to have 
erved fuccels. 
The hexameter of the ancients mav be conſidered as 


: * 


: : PE If .O 
iſting of Utteen 5 lables 10 m. l! uf, 411 ſcd, 


9 1 


Nat, as ever one now s Who has EX? nined th | & POCTIC: al 
1 1 Sl IE , * 
OTIS, VET\ PLEALLILL) and lonorous ive a are 


vol. II. P tormcd 
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formed from the fragments of the heroic. It is, 


ſcarcely polſible to break them in ſuch a manner by; + cithe 
mnveiuas eliam diseeti mombra poet, tome harms; ts it 
till remain, and the due proportions of found will line, 
be diſcovered. This mcature therefore allowed r. alon 

icty of pauſes, and great dee of connect, here 1 
verſe with another, becauſe wherever the line wa oport 


rupted, either part { noly was e But the x 


ſcem to have contined this privilege to hexamutd 
in their other meatures, though longer than the . 
hcroic, thoſe who wrote after the refinements of 1; . 
cation, venture ſo ſeldom to change their paul, 
every variation may be ſuppoſed rather a compliance 
neceſſity than the choice of judgment. x 
Milton was conſtrained within the narrow limi! 
meaſure not very harmonious in the utmoſt pert 
tlie ſingle parts, therefore, into which it was to | | 
times broken by pauſes, were in danger of lo! 
very form of verſe. This has, perhaps, notwithkt: 
all his care, ſometimes happendd. To 1 
As harmony 1s the end of poctical meaſures, no "pe 
a verſe onght to be fo ſeparated from the ret? 
remain ſtill moce harmonious than prote, or to ſhow, 
the diſpoſition of the toncs, that it is pry Of 
This rule in the old hexameter might be calily 05k 
but in Englith will very frequent iy. be in danger et 1 
lation; for the order and regularity of accents cr R 
well be perceived in a ſucceſion of 3 er than thice 
lables, which will confine the er poct to 0 I. 
pauſes; it being {uppoled that, when he connects « 5 
with another, he ſhould never make a ful! | pauſe a 
diſtance than that of three {yilables from the beginn 


T. 
end ot a verſe. e 
Tut this rule mould be tnniverſal] and | 2*6 TE | 
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ther be united to the line with which the ſenſe 
ts it, or be ſounded alone. If it be united to the 
ine, it coxzupts its harmony; it disjoined, it mult 
alone, and with regard to muſic be ſuperfluous 


ere is no harmony in a ſingle ſound, becauſe it has 
jon to another. 


oport 


Hyrocrites aufterely talk, 
Defarming as imbure what God declares 
nmunands to ſome, leaves free to all. 
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When the pauſe falls upon the third ſyllable «© 
ſeventh, the harmony is better preſerved; but as the 
and ſeventh are weak ſyllables, the period leaves th, 
unſatisfied, and in expectation of the remaining pn 


the verſe: 


He, with his horrid crew, 
Lay vanquiſh'd, rolling in the fiery gulph, 
Con founded, though immortal. But his doom 
5 O 
Reterv'd him to more wrath; for now the thought 
Both of loſt happineſs and laſting pain 
Torments him, 


God, ——with frequent intercourſe, 
Thither will ſend his winged meſſengers 
On errands of ſupernal grace, So ſung 
T he glorious train aſcendixg. 


It may be, I think, eſtabliſhed as a rule, that a pm! 
which concludes a period ſhould be made for then 
part upon a ſtrong ſyllable, as the fourth and fixth; | 
thoſe pauſes which only ſuſpend the ſenſe may be plz 
upon the weaker. Thus the reſt in the third line 45 
firſt paſſage ſatishes the ear better than in the fourth; an 
the cloſe of the ſecond quotation better than of the due 


The evil ſoon 
Drawn back, redounded (as a flood) on thoſe | 
From whom it Jpr ung; impoſſible to mix | 
With %% Je dne [s. \ 


What we by day 

Lop overzrown, or prune, or prop, or bind, 
One night or two with wanton growth derides, 0 
Tending to wild, ES: 21 


The paths and bow'rs doubt not but our joint hands 
Will keep from w. Iderneſs with caſe as wide 
As wy ac walk, till younger hands ere long 


Aſũſt us. 


The reſt in the fifth place has the ſame inconvenience WF \\ 
as in the ſeventh and third, that the ſyllable is weak. 10 
Bal 
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If the poetry of Milton be examined, with reg! Wis acce 
the pauſes and flow of his verſes into each other, j r preſet 
appear that he has performed all that our lang, She cal 
would admit; and the comperilon of his numbers » ih: powe! 
thoſe who have cultivated the ſame manner of wr: , and 
will ſhow that he excelled as much in the Jower 28 direct 
higher parts of his art, and that his ſkill in harmony s com 
not leſs than his invention or his learning. ſarnaſſus 
} \cd1at 

th dro 

ö wers | 

No. XC I. TUESDAY, JANUARY 29, 17:1, 3 
nes 

Acert 0 

On Pa 

the de 


Dulcis inexpertis cultura potentis amici, 
Exp-rtus metuit Hok, 


To court the great ones, and to ſooth their pride, 

Seems a {weet taſk to thoſe that never try'd ; 

But thoſe that have, know well that danger's near, 
CREEK, 

port, 


THE Sciences having long ſeen their votaries lab. unbere 


ing for the benefit of mankind without reward. ronged 
up their petition to Jupiter for a more equitable d:{ir! ny ret 
tion of riches and honours, Jupiter was moved at tr: comp! 
complaints, and touched with the approaching nil t for 


of men; whom the Sciences, wearzed with perpetual hercfore 
gratitude, were now threatening to forſake; and encrall 
would have been reduced by their departure to ec! 
in dens upon the maſt of trees, to hunt their prev nid: 


farts, and to periſh under the paws of animals ſtrong In un 
and fiercer than themſelves, arricd | 

A ſynod of the celeſtials was therefore convencc, me let 
which it was reſolved that Patronage ſhould deiccnc edit 
the aſſiſtance of the Sciences. Patronage was the dauy. Lew 
of Aſtrea, by a mortal father, and had been cducatec wht 
the ſchool of Truth, by the goddefles whom fe _ 
now appointed to protect. She had from her menge er 
that dignity of aſpect which ſtruck terror into falle Hefe! 


Tit; and from her miſtreſs that reſerve which made E urage 
Vu} 
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'y acceſble to thoſe whom the Sciences brought into 
preſence. 
She came down, with the general acclamation of all 
e powers that favour learning. Hope danced before 
„ and Liberality ſtood at her fide, ready to ſcatter b 
direction the gifts which Fortune, who followed her, 
s commanded to ſupply. As the advanced towards 
maſſus, the cloud which had long hung over it, was 
edliatelv diſpelled. The ſhade 55 before witherad 
h drought, ſpread their original verdure, and the 
wers that had languiſhed with chilnets brightened 
eir colours, and invigorated their ſcents; the Mules 
ned their harps and exerted their voices; "and all the 
bacert of nature welcomed her arrival. 
On Parnaſſus the fixed her reſidence, in a palacc raiſed 
the Sciences, and adorned with whatever could de— 
it the eye, elevate the imagination, or enlarge the un- 
fanding. Here ſhe diſperſed the gifts of Fortune 
n the impartialityv of Juſtice, and the difcerament of 
ruth, Her gate ſtood always open, and Hope fat at 
portal, inviting to entrance all whom the Sciences 
erer in their train. The court was therefore 
ronged with innumerable multitudes, of whom, though 
ny returned diſappointed, ſeldom any had confidence 
complain; for Patronage was known to nevlect few, 
t for want of the due claims to her res ard. Thote, 
hercfore, who had ſolicited her favour without ſuccels, 
enerally withdrew from public hoon] and either di- 
erted their attention to meaner employments, or endca- 
ured to ſupply their deficiencies by cloſer application. 
In time, however, the number of thoſe who had miſe. 
ried in their pretenſtons grew ſo great, that they be- 
me lets aſhamed of their repulſes; and inſtead of hiding 
heir diſgrace in retirement, began to beſiege the gates of 
it palace, and obſtruct the entrance of ſuch as they 
| Lecht likely ro be more careſſed. The deciſions of 
ronage, who was but half a goddeſs, had been ſome- 
nes erroneous ; ; and though ſhe always made haſte to 
ectity her miſtakes, a few inſtances of her fallibility en— 
vurayed every one to appeal from her judgment to his 
OWN 
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own and that of his companions, who are always n 


| | a 
to clamour in the common caufe, and clate cac! — 
with reciprocal applaute. of 

Hope was a ſteady friend to the d appointed, 0 (Ot 
4 ane 


pud-:nce incited them to accept a ſecond invita 
lay their claim again before Patronage. The, 18 


ay: in, for the moſt part, ſent back v ith 190010! ho 
found Hope not alicnated, and imp udence oa. | th all t 
Jutcly zealous, they therefore contrived new EXP4 ane 
and hoped at laſt to Prev gil by their multitudes ty, 
were alw ays increaſipg, and their periever: Ince ot C 
Hope and Impudence forbade them to relax. Cra! 
Patronat re having been long a ſtranger to the hear, Jy | 
allemblics, began to degeneratè towards terreſtrial pe 
ture, and forget the precepts of Tuſtice and Truth. ted « 
ſtead of contining her friendſhip to the Sciences, ſhe the m 
fered herſelf, by little and little, to contract an acy r Out 
ance with Pride, the fon of Falſchood, by wh ered 
braces ſhe had two daughters, Flattery and C peri 
Flattery was nurſed by Liberality, and Capri E. er fort 
tune, without any alliſtance from the leſſons gf good 
Sciences. famy ff 
Patronage began openly to adopt the ſentiment wing 
imitate the manners of her hut} — by why follo 
ſhe now directed | her dec! ſions with very lit ne y the 
the precepts of "Truth; and as her dau; 44 con ed , 
gaincd upon her affections, the Sciences loſt he Sow 
fluence, till none found much reaſon to boaſt of the With 
ception, but thoſe whom Caprice or Flattery conduct ** V 

to her throne. th, 
The throngs who had ſo long waited, and fo © it freq 
been diſmiſſed for want of ee Yo on from 19h 
d le: 


Sciences, were delighted to ſce the power of thok: 
rous goddefles tending to its exiinction. Their pe le) 


neſſes now renewed their encouragements. Hope En 
at the approach of Caprice, and Impudence was au Impu 
hand 10 introduce her clients ro Flatterv. * Le 
Patronage had now learned to procure herſc!| Aut 
rence by ceremonies and formalities, and inficail «© l * 
ad n 


mitting hier petitioners to an imuiediate audience, vic 
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ntechamber to be erected, called among mortals, the 
p F.xpeetation. Into this hall the entrance was 
to thole whom Impudence had conſigned to Flat- 

Dew it was therefore crowded with a promicuous 
ag. aſſembled from every corner of the earth, preſſing 
rd with the utmoſt cagernels of deſire, and agitated 

all the anxieties of competition. 

They entered this gencral receptacle with ardour and 
ity, and made no doubt of tpcedy accels, under the 
uct of Flattery, to the preſence « of Patronage. But 
enerally happened that they were here left to their 
ny, for the inner doors were committed to Caprice, 
opened and ſhut them, as it ſeemed, by chance, and 
ted or admitted without any ſettled rule of diſtinction. 

the mean time, the miſerable attendants were left to 
out their lives in alteruate exuliation and dejection, 
(ered up to the ſport of ſyſpicion, who was always 
pering into their ear deſigns againſt them which were 
er formed, and of Envy, who diligently pointed out 

200d tune of one or other of their compectitors. 
my flew round the hall, and ſcattered mildews from 
wings, with which every one was ſtained ; Reputa- 
followed her with ſlower flight, and endeavoured to 

e the blemiſhes with paint, which was immediately 

ſhed away, or ſeparated of itſelf, and left the ſtains 

vilible; nor were the ſpots of Infamy ever ettaced, 
th limped water effuſcd by the hand of Time 

n a well which ſprung up beneath the throne of 
Futh, 

Ir frequently happened that Science, unwilling to loſe 
ancient prerogative of recommending to Patronage, 
d lead her followers into the Ha! of E: PEEL UH IG as 
they were ſoon di ſcouraged from attending; tor not 

Envy and Suſpicion incefſantly tormented them, 

[mpudence contidered them as intruders, and incited 
iy to blacken them. They therefore quickly re- 
but ſeldom without ſome ſpots which they could 
Ly u aſh away, and which thewed that they had once 
ed in the Ha! 1 of E 1 þpeetation. 

line reli, continued to expect the happy moment, at 

which 


* 
, 


8 o "07 —— - * = 
—— * ® _ " r 
8 IS = «N AS . 


176 THE RAMBLER, 


which Caprice ſhould beckon them to appronc' 

ende avoured to Propitiate her, not with Hon VC! 

mon, Tie repretentation OF great actions, ON i 

of noble ſentiments, but with {oft and vol 

Jody, intermingled with the praiſes of tr 

Pride, by whom they were heard at once wil 

and contempt. 1 
Some were indeed admitted by Caprice, vw: ] 

oaths 1 4 


leaſt expecred 1t, and hcaped by Patronage w! 
of Fortune; but they were from that ting cl 
foot ſtool, and condemned tO regutate ther live 


glances al el nods ; the * ſcemech proud of th 14s 
cles, and feldom complained of any drudyery. 1» 0 
. _— ; ; | 
lers le, or any aniont, however CONt em pruvus 10 
Cre often, notwithſtandn L their ohed:ience, 
a ſudden by Caprice, vivofted of their ornaments, mo 
thrutt ba: into the Hill of 2 5 ⁰en. 6s Ou 

Here they mingled ogwa with the tumult, ans | PO 
cht few wiom Xperience had taught to ſeck haf en 
in the regions of Il. b. 1 continued to ſpend 1 0 10 
days, and ven courting the ſinile of Caprice by b. ACS 
[ lattery 3 * L at length new Crowds uk led in u 5 n 
and drove them forth 1 diff. rent outhots into th in 07 
bitants of Diſcate and Shame, and Poverty, an 10 tra 
where they paſted the r. ft of their lives in nariatl $a 

" 1 . 7 " . i 

Promiles ind breaches Ot ald, or ] VS and 10110 | Sounds 
hopes and difapporntm Its. 4 

The Sciences, after a thouſand indiguitias, A 
from the b lace of Patronave, and having long ; ah 


122 
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over the world in grief and diſtreis, were led 
| a + Wo n £ ! i i , þ 11 . 5 C CO 0 i V 

fie COITAYC Of Inde once. the (da hte MY FO Gi 

| 1 * 1 * , 1 1 . 1 * bo . * * l. " \ 
Were TeV WELL its it by Prudcace and Pariunc 4 

; ' 1 

Bor t* OL " D . % 1 N 

ſupport themielves.1n dignity aud quict. 
& 


— 
* 


_ 
V7 
5 WT 4 - Sei gz =. = — 
SETS SH. oo =, * 
K FTE" 2 N 


SCI 
IRE 


0 F 


THE RAMBLER, 177 1 


b. XII. SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1751. A 


Jam Nunc mae, murmore cornvenm f 2 
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lynify that which pleaſes us we Know not why, 
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of contrary cuſtoms, have a better claim to our x: 
than any modern can boaſt, becauſe the long contin, 


of their reputation proves that they are adequate to 


faculties, and agreeable to nature. 


It is, however, the taſk of criticiſm to eſtabliſh pr: 
ples; to improve opinion into knowledge; and to Ci 


guiſh thoſe means of pleaſing which depend upon k. 


cauſes and rational deduction, from the nameleſs an; 


explicable elegancies which appeal wholly to the: 
from which we feel delight, but know not how the 
duce it, and which may well be termed the enchzn 


of the ſoul. 
under the dominion of ſcience, which have hitherto kn 


only the anarchy of 1gnorance, the caprices of fancy, x 


the tyranny of preſcription. 


There is nothing in the art of verſifying ſo much; 
poſed to the power of imagination as the accommods 


of the ſound to the ſenſe; or the repreſentation of 


ticular images, by the flow of the verſe in which! 


are expreſſed, Every ſtudent has innumerable pal 


in which he, and perhaps he alone, diſcovers ſuch 
ſemblances; and ſince the attention of the preſent rac: 


poetical readers ſeems particularly turned upon th 


cies of elegance, I ſhall endeavour to examine how m. 


theſe conformitics have been obſerved by the port 
directed by the critics, how far they can be eſtab! 
upon nature and reaſon, and on what occaſions the 
been practiſed by Milton. 


Homer, the father of all poetical beauty, has been: 


ticularly celebe ated by Dionyſus of Halicarnafſus 7; 
that, of all the pocis, exhibited the greateſt a 
fund: For there are,“ favs he, a Yy: ba 
© in which length of time, bulk of body, extrem! 


contrary, brevity, ſpecd, and eagerneſs, are evic 
marked out by the {ound of the fell. bie Tho 
anguiſh and flow pace with which the blind Poly 
groped out with his hands the entrance of his cn 
perceived an the cadence of the verſes which « 

it: 
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Criticiſm reduces thoſe regions of — 


paſſion, and ſtillneſs of repoſe; or, in which, on: 
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t 
Mean time the Cyc/op raging with his wound, 
Spreads his wide arts, and tcaickes round and round. 


8 
— 


Pore. 


The critic then proceeds to ſhew that the efforts of 
chilles ſtruggling in his armour agaiaſt the current 
z river, fometimes reſiſting and ſometimes yielding, 
be perceived in the eliſions of rhe ſy llables, the flow 
cceſſion of the feet, and the ffrengrh of the conſonants: 
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So oft the ſurge, in wat'ry mountains ſpread, 

Beats on his back, or borſts upon his head; 

Yet dauntleſs {ill the adverſe flood he braves, 

And ſtill indigoant bounds above the waves. 

Tir'd by the tides, bis Knees relax with tor]; 

Walh'd from bencath him, {}:des the flimy toil. Por x. 


When Homer deſcribes the cruſh of men daſhed 
ainft a rock, he collects the moſt uapleating and harſh 
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The pavement 1wims with brains and mingt d gore. 


Lor. 


1! when he woule place before the eyes ſomething 
| ful and aftonihhms, he makes choice of the ſtrongeſt 
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bowels, and the letters of moſt diſſicult utterance : 
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Tis not enough his verſes to complete, Ad wh 
In meaſure, vumver, or determin'd ſeet. dick 
Jo all, proport ion'd terms he mult diſpenſe, Is Fatt 
And mak the found a picture of the tenſe ; When n 
The correſpondent words exactly frame; "ART. 
The look, the fe atures, and | the mien the ſame, ae Une 
With raj1d feet and wings, without delay SOT 
This + vin flies, and ſuαοοthIy ſh ims aw ay; * 
This blooms with youth and beauty in k1s races, A | 
And Venus breathes on ev'ry lnb a grace; 80 of 
That, of rude form, his uncout!: members ſhows, Koo d | 
Looks horrible, and frowas wih his rough n pile f. 
IIis monſtrous tail in many a fold and wand, Wien ! 
Volutninous and vaſt, cuils up behind; [15 una 
At once the image and the lines appear, | 
Rude to the eye, and frightful to the ear. | 
Lo! when the tailors ſteer the pond'rovs fl. ips, Lk 
And plough, with brazen beabs, the foamy deeps, Veak, 
Incumbent on the man tha roars around , N 10 
Beneath the lab' ting oars the waves retound z Pots d 
The prows wide echoing thro” the dai k profound. [he ra 
To the loud call each diſtant rock replies ; . Baris! 
Toſt by the ſtorm the tow'ring ſurges riſe ; Provok 
w bile the hoarſe ocean be ats the ſou nding h re, | 1 
Dach'd from the firand, the tiving waters roar. 
Flaſh at the ſhock, and 2 in a heap, 
The liquid mountains ritc, and pverhansg the deep. 


1 But wacn blue Neptune from his car fu VECY Sg 

8 And calms at one regard the reging ſeas, 

. Stretch'd like a pcaceful lake the de erp lubſ:des, 

G And the pitch'd veſſel o'er the furface glides. 

6 When things are tmall, the terms ſhould ſtill be ſoz 

# For low words pleate us when the theme is low. 

2 Bur when ſeme gant, horrible and gr. my 3 

& Enormous in his ey and vaſt in ev'ry limb, e 

| Stalks tow'ring on, the ſwe 12 words muſt riſe «ny i 
In juſt proportion to the monſter's ſize, br 
It ſome large weight his huge arms ſtrive to ſhove, p ; | 
Thc verſe too labour: ; the throng” d words fcarce move. l p 
When each tiift clod bepeath the ond'rous plough —— 


Crumbles and breaks, ih* encumber'd lines muſt How. 
Nor lefs, when pilots catch the friendly gales, 
Unfurl their ſhrovds, and hoift the wide-liretch'd ſails 
But if the poem ſoffers from delay, 
Let the lines fly precipitate away 
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From theſe lines, laboured with great attention, and 


echrated by a rival wit, may be judged what can be 
expected 
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expe ted from the moſt diligent endeavours after t 
imagery of ſound. The verle intended to repreſen 
whitper of the vernal breeze, muſt be confeſſed not my 
to excel in ſoftneſs or volubility ; and the fmoor:1 fir, 
runs with a perpetual claſh of jarring ent | 
note and turbulence of the torrent is, indecd, 
imaved, for it requires very little ſxill to * dur! 
guage rough; but in theſe lines, which mention t! 
fort of Ajax, there is no particular heavinets, 

tion, or delay. The ſwiftncls of Camilla is rather e 
traſted than exemplified : why the verſe * ud 
lengthene to exprets ſpeed, will not eaſily be dilcoraet 
In the dactyls uicd for that purpoſe by the ancients, ty 
ſhort ſyllables were pronounced with ſuch rapidiry, 

be equal only to one long ; they therefore natu ally T7 
hibit the act of patſing through a long {pace in a fl. 
time. But the Alcxandrine, by its pauſc in the m ft, 
a tardy and ſtately meaſure ; and the word en, 
one of the moſt flug giſh and flow which our lanyug 
aflords, cannot much accelerate its motion, 

5 & heſe rules and theſe examples have taught our; 
ſent critics to enquire very ſtudiouſly and minutcly wi 
ſounds and cadences. It is therefore utcful to exam 
with what {kill they have proceeded, What dijcove 
thev have made, and whether any rules can be 
bliſhed which may guide us hereafter in ſuch reſcarcha 
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———E xper'ar quid concecatur in Mas 
Qorum flaminia regitur cin is atque latinas, Juv, 


tore ſafely truth to urge her claim preſumes, 
On nanics now {ound alone en books and tombs. 


HERE are few books on which more time 1s {vent 

by young ſtudents, than on treatiſes which de 

the characters of authors; nor any which oftene! 
ceive the expectation of the reader, or fill his wiwus v1 
Muir 
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er f e opinions which the progreſs of his ſtudics and 

on | encreafc of his Knowledge oblige him to reſign. 

t mu Balllet has introluced his collection of the deciſions of 

{tre \carned, by an enumeration of the prejudices which 
| cad the critic, and raile the paſſions in rebelhion 


t the jucizment. His catalogue, though large, is 


10 rect; and who can hope to complete it? The 
lie tics of writing have been obſerved to be often ſuch 
'ru :nnot, in the preſent ftate of human knowledge, be 
Coq ced by evidence, or drawn out into demonſtrations ; 
0 are therefore wholly ſubject to the imagination, and 


not force their effects upon a mind preoccupied by 

avourable ſentiments, nor overcome the counterac- 

| of a falie principle or of ſtubborn parti: ality. 

To convince any man againſt his will is hard ; but to 

eiſe him againſt his will Is juſtly pronounced by Dry- 

n to be above the reach of human abilities. Intereſt 

id vp (Ron will hold out long againſt the cloſeſt ſiege of 

rams and ſyllogiſms, but they are abſolutely impreg- 
le to ĩmagery and ſentiment ; ; and will for ever bid 
dance to the moſt powerful ſtrains of Virgil or Homer, 
ugh they may give way 1n time to the batteries of 
| or Archimedes. 

In 9 therefore to the ſentence of a critic, we are 
ger not only from that vanity which exalts writers 
en to the dignity of teaching whar my are yet to 
| from that negligence which ſometimes ſteals upon 

* vigilant caution, and that fallibiliey to which 

{ N van has ſubjecicd every human under- 

- but from a thouſand extrinſic and accidental 
ics, ys "Ha every thing which can excite Kindnels or 

N evolence, veneration or contempt. 

Many of thoſe who have determined with great bold- 
ls upon the various degrees of literary merit, may b 
ly ſuſpected of having paſſed ſentence, as deneca re- 

Waits of Claudius, 


Un tantun parts audita, 
eo wall 
© 4 et . er, 


vnhaut much knowledge of the cauſe before them: for 


* ul not be cafily imagined of Langbane, Borrichitus, 
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or Rapin, that they bad very accuratcly peruſcd 
| | 


$ 1 b : 2 
books Wilen the praiſec Or cenlure; OT that, eue 
* 2 wad Sas VE 64 wh Bos 7 

ture and learning had qualified them for ju 


gohe t 
ce, al 
[ here 


could read for ever with 1 C nion NECENALY © nen IT 
criticihm, Sach pern, : os erer, are not ſomet! 
Without the ule; tor thev are commonly ut cchee ion! 
the voice of fame, and tranimit the gencral f znity 
mankind when thcy have no particular motives d cha 
picts It, ude 

Critics, like the reſt of mankind, are very fi. this 
miſled by intereſt. The bigotry with which e Cy, 
gard the —_— whom thev illuſtrate or correct, 10 


genct ally marked. Dreden was known to 
moſt of his critical differtationg only to recomn 
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d af ught the controveily worthy of fo much zcal, velie- 


ce, and acrimony, 
There is, indeed, one prejudice, and only one, by 
h it may be doubted whether it is any diſhonour to 
{metimes milguided. Criticiſm has fo often given 
jon to the envious and ill- natured of gratifying their 
Znity, that fome have thovght it neceſſary to recom- 
<> the virtue of candor without reſtriction, and to 
ude all future liberty of cenſure. Writers poflctled 
this opinion are continually enforcing civility and 
cy, recommending to critics the proper diflidence 
elves, and inculcating the veneration due to ce- 

ted names. 

am rot of opinion that theſe profeſſed enemies of ar- 
ce and feverity have much more benevolence or 


1 


* 


eſty than the reſt of mankind ; or that they feel in 
r own hearts any other intention than to diſtinguiſh 
felves by their foftneis and delicacy. Some are mo- 
ſt becaufe they are timorous, and ſome are laviſh of 
e becauſe they hope to be repaid. 
nere is indeed fome tenderneſs due to living writers, 
den they attack none of thoſe truths which are of im- 
tance to the happineſs of mankind, and having com- 
td no other oflence than that of betraying their own 
rance or dulnets, I thould think it cruelty to cruſh 
nlect who had provoked me only by buzzing in my 
7; and would not willingly interrupt the dream of 
ned ſtupidity, or deftroy the jeſt which makes its 
tor laugh. Yet I am far from thinking this tender- 
; unverfally neceſſary; for he that writes may be 
idered as a kind of general challenger, whom every 
e has a right to attack; ſince he quits the common 
of life, ſteps forward beyond the liſts, and offers his 
it to the public judgment, To commence author is 
clam praiſe ; and no man can juſtly aſpire to honour 


at the hazard of diſgrace. "= 

gut whatever be decided coneerning contemporaries, 2 

m he that knows the treachery of the human heart, -£ 
conſiders how often we gratify our own pride or $ 
coed 


under the appearance of cantending for elegance 


and , 
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and propriety, will find himſelf not much incline} 
diſturb ; there can ſurely be no exemptions picaded t 
cure them from criticiſm, who can no longer tufler by; 
proach, and of whom nothing now remains bot: 
vi 'riein gs and their names, Upon theſe authors the 
is undoubtedly at full liberty ta cxcrciſe the ftricte 
verity, ſince he endanvers only his own fame, and, 
AEncas when he drew his ſword in the infernal ent 
encounters phantoms which cannot be wounded, 
may indeed pay ſome regard to cſtabliſhed repute 
but he can by von ſhew of reverence conſult 9. 
oon ſecurity; for all other motives are now at an 
The faults o& 3 a writer of acknowledged CXCC 
are more dangerous, becauſe the influence of his « 
is more extcnlive;z and the intereſt of learning re 
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that the y mms en be diſcovered and ſtigmatized hu iT 

they have the ſanction of anti. quity cont reey upon tin. in 

and * precedents of indiſputable autho rits i 8. 
It has indeed been advanced by Addiſon, as one ot: The 

characteriſtics of a true crit ic, that he points out 

rather than faults. But it is rather natural to a 1 

Jearning and gemus, to apply Eunfelf chiefly to the tac 

of writers who have more beautics than faults tr F 

played: for the duty of criticiim is neither to detect 

por dignity by partial repretentations, but to | 

the light of reafon, whatever it mav diſcover; and to 


mul: ite the determ! natlo 2s OI trum, Gnhatever Lit ld 


dictate. 
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that we modulate the poem by our own diſpoſit on. 


aſcribe to the numbers the effects of the ſenſe. * 


obſerve in lite, that it is not eaſy to deliver a 


meſſage in an unpleaſing manner, and that we rea 
aſſociate beauty and deformiry with thoſe whom for: 
reaſon we love or hate. Yet it would be too darin. 
declare that all the celebrated adaptations of harmony; 
chimerical ; that Homer had no extraordinary attenty 
to the melody of his verſe when he deſcribed a nup 


teltivity— 


Nip 9 iy Sc. AUWY, exiowy v 9 „ TOE? 
Hyiveov 4% &5v, Tut; © Eu 5 0ewgees 3 


Here ſacred pomp and genial feaſt delight, 

And tolemn dance, and hymeneal rite; 

Along the ſtreet the new-made brides are led,. 

With torches tlam: ing [td Y the nu; tial bed ; 

The youthiul dancers in a circle bound 

Jo the ſoſt flute, and cittery's filver ſound, Pop: 


that Vida was mcrely fanciful, when he ſuppoſed \ 
endeavouring to repreſent by uncommon 1weetue! 
numbers the adventitious beauty of Ancas; 


Os, humeroſque Deo fimilis : nammue ipſe dec am 
wb Cav FIT 244 genitri Ay lumeng! 4e 14 nie 
Pu pur ecum, ci letos oculis atjjiarat honares, 


The Trojan chief appear'd in open fight, 
Auguſt in viſage, and ſerenely bright. 
His mother 00 8 ſs, with her hands divine, 
Had form'd his curling locks, and made his temp 
And giv'n his rolling eyes a ſpark ling grace, 
Aud vbreain'd a youthtul vigour on his face, 


Dryy 


or that Milton did not intend to exem! plify the 14 
which he mentions : 


Fountains ! and ye that warble as ve flo! 
: 
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"1, WW That Milton underſtood the force of ſounds well ad- 


e ed, and knew the compaſs and variety of the ancient 
ſures, cannot be doubted, ſince he was both a muſi- 
rca4Mo 20d a critic ; but he ſeems to have confidered theſe 
or 8 ormities of cadence as either not often attainable in 
ring language, or as petty excellencies unworthy of his 
Ny; tion; for it will not be found that he bas alw avs 
tente ſc ned the fame caſt of numbers to the ſame objects. 
nu: 1145 given in two paſſages very minute deſcriptions of 


lic beauty - but though the images are nearly the 
e, * numbers will be found upon compariſon very 
3 tcrent. 


And now a ftripling cherub he appears, 

Not of the prime, yet ſuch as in his face 
Youth ſmil'd celeſtial, and to ev ry limb 
Suitable Jace di Fu, 'd, .- o We. [ he feig 14 43 
Under a 'coronet his tlow! ng: hair 

In curls ON eit l ' 4 chi 74 play 4; wings he e 
Of many a colour'd plume, ſprinkled with gold. 


me of the lines of this deſcription are remarkably de- 
Ive in harmony, and therefore by no means corre!- 
dent with that ſymmetrical clegance and eaſy grace 
ich they are intended to exhibit. The failure, how - 
er, is fully compenſated by the repreſentation of Ra- 
acl, which equally deliglits the car and imagination. 


A ſeraph wing'd : fix wings he wore to ſhade 
His lincaments divine; the pair that clad 
Each 3 der broad, came mantling o'er his breaſt 
With regal ornament ; the middle pair 
Girt like a ſtarry zone his waiſt, and round 

d\ kirted his loins and thighs with downy gold, 

nd colours dipp'd in heaven; the third his feet 

— we'd from ei ther | heel v. ich feather'd mall, 
5 y tinctor'd graia! like Maia's fon he flood, 

And ſhook his 5 "rene that heav'aly fragrauce id 
The circuit wide,— 


The adumbration of particular and diſtinẽt images by 


exact and perceptible reſemblance of ſound, is ſome- 
times 
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times ſtudied, and ſomctimes caſual. Every lan TIC; 
has many words formed in imitation of the no! i 


= P * * * , ; 1 & 
they ſiunify, Such are Siridor, J , and ; 
1 = ; BY 3 . z 1 1 
Latin; and, in Enaliſh, to growl, to buz, to , 
: 1 2 1 ke . 1 
14”, . ot this kind give to a verſe tlie f 
r br Lkamnzs £6 1 
J1 YILLITUKTEC O1 100 ly withour luci [ab II Ol! LIIC 
and fuch nappincts is therefore rather to be 19 41906 ** 
* Ef 11 i? 41 * * 
fortune than Kill; vet they arc ſoi netimes co! nbincd Ane 


5 


t propricty, and undeniably contribute to en— 
Iimprellion 01 the Idea. VV © hcar tlie palling Ark. \ 
this line of Virgil— 


VIEU 


Et forit horrendam flridens elapſa ſagitta ; 
© w — 


Th'impetuous arrow whizzes on the wing. P 


and the creaking of hell-gates, in the deſcription 
Milton, —- | 
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5 * ! 
| tiful, Thus the pro! riet, of cach of theſe lines nas 

| 1 : Lb * * 4 1 
ehrated by WIiers whole opinion the wo 11d has 
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in theſe obſervations arc 1ſt, there muſt be fome re- 
cable conformity be tween the ſudden ſucceſſion of 
ht to day, the fall of an ox under a blow, and the 
birth of a mouſe from à mor r. ſince we are told Of 
i! theſe images, that they are very ſtrongly imprefled by 
ne fame form and termination of the veile. 

vithout gleing way to enthuſiaſm, 


Ve mav, however, 
tir that ſome beauties of this kind may be produ ced. 
\ {udden {top at an Ul all } {yllable ma) mage the Tar 
tion of action, or the pauſe of diſcourſe ; aud yliton 
5 very h app! iy imitated the repetitions OI an ccho :; 
T fed, and cry 'd out death; 
Hel trembled at the hk ideous name, and ſigh'd 


From all her caves, and back reſounded deatls 
„ | 0 12 1. | F 
The meaſure or time in pronouncing m ay be varicd 0 
| 23 very ſtrongly to repreſent, not only the modes of ex- 
ternal motion, but the quick or {low f1 
and conſequently the paſtions of the mind. This, at 


les ſt, Was he power of the {pond alc anc dactylic har- 
_- mony 3 
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eceffion of ideas, 
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mony ; but our language can reach no eminent die 
ſities of ſound. We can indeed ſometimes, by enc 

bering and retarding the line, ſhew the difficulty g 
progreſs made by ſtrong efforts and with frequent in. 
ruptions, or mark a flow and heavy motion. I 
Milton has imaged the toil of Satan ſtruggling thiouy 
chaos 


So he with difficulty and labour hard 
Mov'd on: with difficulty and labour he— 


thus he has deſcribed the leviathans or whales— 


Wallowing unwieldy, enormous in their gait. 


But he has at other times neglected ſuch reprefentat! 


as may be obſerved in the volubility and levity of thick 


i 


lines, which expreſs an action tardy and reluctant— 


Def: evt and fall 
To us is adverſe. Who but felt of late, 
When the fierce foe hung on our broken rear 
Inſulting, and purſu'd us through the deep, 
With what confuſion and laborious flight 
We ſunk thus low! Th'aſcent is eaſy then, 


In another place he deſcribes the gentle glide of cbl; 
Waters in a line remarkably rough and halting: 


Tripping ebb; that ſtole 
With ſoft foot tow'rds the deep, who now had ſtopp'd 
His fluices. 


Tt is not indeed to be expected that the ſound ſhow 
always afliſt the meaning, but it ought never to co 


teract it: and therefore Milton has here certainly con 


mitted a fault like that of the player, who looked on 
earth when he implored the heavens, and to the he: 
when he addreſſed the earth. 


— 


Thoſe who are determined to find in Milton an afſem- 
blage of all the excellencies which have erer all 


Olek 


8 


& 4 


1 


” 
944 


wu 


THE RAMBLER. 195 


9 NY p | Fa l,, J e ccle. 
her poet's, will perhaps De oſffended that T do not cc 


* 


* 
'\ 
14 


” ” * . 5 © FA 8 » 4 8 I 
18 vert HCAtION men ner terms; Tol teile Ale lTLau;: 
14 * J 140 


R 1 , ! 4 
ho ducover that in this panlage, 


80 


it h 


p 


(* 


1 


1e 


15 


K 1 1 — } 2 
h'd out huge in length the arch fend lay, 


. * . 1 Wo ; * 5 11 E 

S defcril bed in a {91T me; but the truth is, 
* . 8 . } a * 
bod is only mentid ned in a s me, IO 


1} + - 
n Iv the retemblance 01 N Ille to | ACC) O au 


2 mavpole. 


{; 


me 


. . 1 7 | ar. 
turn of ngenuity mignt PELLUINL wonder 


! ! 1 13 
1 the deſcription ot the ark: 


1 


1 
neu 
bu 1 
1 111 
LY 


- * 1 " * 15 4 3 PER, « timber tal! 
from the Mountains newWin! m ber tal, 
to build a veſict of huge bulk; 
* oe * 
0 * x 1 | you « I, vn Is! # 1 9 | 
Ncatui (L 5 Cern, 181 33 5 eat o 110 heilig of 


1 us, 


% 


ton, ! 
embellinment lo far, 
- unſought; which would 


Ci 


Ms ha 


in 


had 


tween ins of {ound} and Corpoi 


» \ * . 
C5 the poct apparently Ochons ro fix the 


* 


| j 1 1 1 0 a E 1 * 1 , » 111. 

on bulk; but this is ente« ed by the chu 
47 - \ LAT] 

Ot by tlie nieal for what CL T3414 4 (an 


. f 8 
ndeed, ſeems only to have regardcd this ſpe 


1 


not tO ITIECL dannen 


mployed upon a iubject 109 rious and 


! 1 __ LY ' 4 + Fx * * * \ 
q, indeed, 4 Treat and T2305 er Mol to Pe 


g | 1 1 | 
01 life Or natute, Ou d are een chien 


” * 1 1 * | d © Fi FT ; Z * 
LOT $1 thoutland CCL > C); Ti! 1 ca 4 10 11 Lie lente; 
1 : | 75 
underta ke ll ro * 4 141 * — « , * , 
| 2 SI 
have been acculcd of nee CA 


1 4? 1 5 x 4 ls. * 9 * »\ 11 5 1 1. 1 ! 
avined hiuell ei 4348S GI TCILLLAURL e O11 13 bes 


R ? No * 


196 THE RAMBLER. 


No. XCV. TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 17:1, 


Parcus deorum cultor, et infrequens, 
Inſanientis dum ſapientiæ 
Conſultus erro; nunc retrorſum 
Vela dare atque, iterare curſus 


Cogor relictos. Honk. 


A fugitive from heav'n and prayer, 
I mock'd at all religious fear, 
Deep ſcienc'd in the mazy lore 
Of mad philoſophy ; but now 
Hoiſt ſail, and back by voyage plow 


To that bleſt harbour which 1 left before. 
FRANCTs, 


To the Rambler, 
Sir, : 


which it is far eaſter to prevent than to cure; 
therefore I hope you will think me employed in an 
fice not uſeleſs either to learning or virtue, if I de 
the ſymptoms of an intellectual malady, which, thor 


ſoms of knowledge, proceed in time to canker the root. 


which nature had very liberally beſtowed upon both, 


hourly diſputes, and inceſſant contrivances to detect cad 
other in the wrong; fo that from the firit exertions 
reaſon I was bred a diſputant, trained up in all the am 
of domeſtic ſophiſtry, initiated in a thouſand low firati 


gems, nimble ſhifts, and fly concealments; verfed in 


the turns of altercation, and acquainted with the wle 


diſcipline of fending and proving. 


It was neceſſarily my care to preſerve the kindneſs! 
both the controvertiſts; and therefore I had very cat 
formed the habit of ſuſpending my judgment, of hearing 

arg ume 


THERE are many diſeaſes both of the body and mind 


at firſt it ſeizes only the paſſions, will, if not ſpeedily 1 
medied, infect the reaſon, and, from blaſting the blo! 


I was born in the houſe of diſcord. My parents vert 
of unſuitable ages, contrary tempers, and different 10. 
gions; and therefore employed the ſpirit and acutene! 
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zuments with indifference, inclining as occaſion re- 
red to either fide, and of holding myſelf undetermined 
ween them till I knew for what opinion I might con- 
-niently declare. 
Thus, Sir, I acquired very early the ſkill of diſputa- 
1: and, as we naturally love the arts in which we be- 
e ourſelves to excel, I did not let my abilities he uſe- 
„ nor ſuffer my dexterity to be loſt for want of prac- 
c. I engaged in perpetual wrangles with my ſchool- 
lows, and was never to be convinced or repreſſed by 
other argument than blows; by which my antago- 
lt commonly determined the controverſy, as I was, 
e the Roman orator, much more eminent for eloquence 
nan courage. 
At the univerſity J found my predominant ambition 
mpletely gratified by the ſtudy of logic. I impreſſed 
pon my memory a thouſand axioms, and ten thouſand 
ſtinctions, practiſed every form of ſyllogiſm, patled all 
days in the ſchools of diſputation, and ſlept every 
zht with Wee on my pillow. 
You will not doubt but ſach a genius was ſoon raiſed 
eminence oy ſuch application : I was celebrated in my 
ird year for the moſt artful opponent that the univerſity 
ould boaſt, and became the terror and envy of all the 
ndidates for philcſophical reputation. 
My renown, indecd, was not purchaſed but at the 
ict of all my time and all my ſtudies. I never ſpoke 
it to contradict, nor declaimed but in defence of a po- 
on umverſaily ack! nowledged to be falſe, and therc- 
re worthv, in my opinion, to be adorned with all the 
lours of falſe repreſentation, and ſtrengthened with all 
ic art of fallacious ſubtilty. 
My father, who had no other wiſh than to ſee his fon 
cher than himſelf, eaſily concluded that I ſhould diſ- 
iguith myſelf among the profeſſors of the law; and 
erefore, when J had taken my firſt degree, difpatched 
; to the T emple with a paternal admonition, that [ 
= never ſuffer myſelf to feel ſhame; for nothing but 
deſty could retard my fortune. 


Vitintod, ignorant, and heady as I was, I had not ar 
lot 
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loſt my Feverence for virtue, and therefore could not 1 
ceive fuch dictates without horror; but, howevc; 


ies df 
rchy v 


1 To ev« 


pleaicd vith his determination of my courſe of 1: 


F n 1 1 1 . , f 4% 8: 
Caule he placed me in the wav that leads ſooncſt Hen Cs 
E : e Gig | tracte 
1 rived walks of diſcipline and education, to the. Ahn 
; a AnNa 

fields of libe Ity and choice. N 04 
done 
1 was now in the place where every one un ; | 
ing C 


tag ion of vanitv, and ſoon began to di ſtingu 
1. f | \ ophiſms and paradoxes. I declared wer :; ey 


; : the 
nll received opinions and eſtabliſhed rules, an Y | 
0 
m\ Latteries p: ticularly: againſt thoſe univerfal pt » 
2 } 8 q | It had 
winch had ſtood unſhaken in all the viciflitudes of eil 
pticilt 
türe. and are conſiqered as the inviolable temples of tu | 0 | 
11 If! 
Gi nie impregnable bulwarks of ſeience. ” . 
ccuſton 
| app! lied my ſelf chiefly to thoſe parts of lcarnin: 35 
have filed the Cage with doubt and perple: ms 
ould readily pre a tt EL 4x 1 ere CO! 
could rcadily produce all the arguments relating to 1 = 
4 - 5 0 — 1 4A | 
ter and motion, time and ſpace, identity and Intipi; mo 
don as 
[ was equally able and equally willing to me 50 
4 ener CO 


ſyſtem of Newton or Deſcartes, and el 0c. 
ally the hypothefis of Ptolomy, or that of Copernicu, 1 


J ſometimes cxalted vegetables to ſenſe, and ſomct. 4 * 
degraded animals to mechaniſm. t lalt t 
Nor was I leſs inclined to weaken the credit of! k ore 
or perplex the doctrines of polity, I was always of tu „til 
dandor 


party winch I heard the compa nv condemn. 
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nes diſplayed the folicity and peace which univerſal mo- 
ichy would diffuſe over the carth. 
To every acknowledged fact I found ee ob- 
Hons; for it was my rule to judg e of hiſtory only by 
tracted probability; and therefore I made no {cruple 
bidding defiance to teſtimony. I have more than once 
tioned the exiſtence of Alexander the Great; and, 
ring demonſtrated the folly of erecting edifices, like 
ep »ramids of Egy Pt, 1 frequently hintec 4 my ſuſpic on 
the world had been long deceived, and that they 
ee to be found only in the narratives of travellers. 
t had been happy for me could I have conhned my 
pticiſm to hiſtorical controverſies and philoſophical 
uilitions; but having now violated my reaſon and 
2 myſelf to enquire not after hr but objec 
„ had perplexed truth with falſchood till my ideas 
ere = coafaked, my judgment embarraſſed, and my intel- 
b diſtorted, The habit of conſidering every propo- 


non as alike uncertain, left me no teſt by which any 
net could be tried; every opinion preſented both ſides 


th equal evidence, and my fallacies began to operate 


pon my own mind in more important enquiries. It was 
t taſt the ſport of mv vanity to weaken the obligations 
moral duty, and eftace the diſtinctions of good and 


„till I had deadened the ſenſe of conviction, and 


undoned my heart to the fluctuations of uncertainty, 


ut anchor and without comp- ifs, without ſatisfaction 
* or peace of conſcience, without principles or 


aon, or motives of action. 


Such is the hazard of repreſſing the firſt perceptions of 
th, of ſpreading for diverſion the ſnares of fi phiſtry, 
1 engaging reaſon againſt its own determinations. 

The diſproportions of abſurdity crow lets and leſs vi- 


le as We arc reconciled by . to the deformity of 


miſtreſs; and falſchood, by long uſe, is aſſimilated to 
ne mind as poiſon to the body. 


had ſoon the mortification of ſeeing my converſ. tion 


Fourted only by the ignorant or wick ed; by either boys 
(ko were enchanted by novelty, or wretches, who hav- 
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mg long diſobeyed virtue and reaſon, were now das, wid h: 
of 1:1 alliance to dethrone them. res vera 
Thus alarmed, I ſhuddered at my own corrus »r(140 u 
and that pride by ig 1 us been ſeduced, cont fd, 
to reclaim me. I was wearv of continual irrcloln There 
and a perpetual cquip ore of the mind; and afl. d, m 
being the favourite of thoſe who were {corned and { N 
ned by the reſt of mankind. jar on 
therefore retired from all temptation to diſpute, fy 
ſeribed a new regimen to mv _ underfianding, ande 0. l, 
ec, inſtead of rejecting all eſtabliſhed opinions wh! itt an 
could not prove, to tolerate though not adopt all 1 tar 
could not confute, I forbore to heat mv im dort 
with necdleſs pe des, to difculs quelifor $ 4 In or 
edly uncert: in,: and ref fra 11ned ſtead uy from gratuymg! NECN 
vanity by the (up; "Ort of fal ſchood. | 


Dy this met hed Lam at length recovered from my ar may 


et ume ntal delirium, and find myſelf in the ſtate of 
awakcned from the confuſioh and tumult of | 
> pony T rejoice in the new poſſeſſion of evident 
reality, and ſtep on from truth to truth with cen 
and quict, W 

L am, Sir, &. 
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Treth in Platonic ornaments bedeck'd, 
Intorc'd we love, uuhceding recollect. 
]* is reported of the Perſians, by an ancient wr” 
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202 THE RAMBLER. 
Truth was the daughter of Jupiter and Wiſdom; Ps, 


ms Of 
hood was the progeny of Folly, impregnated by the v s Y 5 F 
They advanced with equal confidence to feize the (1 Hp 
nion of the new creation; and as their enmity aud ue u 
force were well known to the celeſtials, all thc che Sy 
heaven were turned upon the conteſt. ef 
Truth ſeemed conſcious of ſuperior power and f ue: 
claim, and therefore came on towering and majeſtic, uM... .... i: 
aſliſted and alone; Reaſon indeed always attended 1-1; 
but appcared her follower rather than companion, !! 5 
march was flow and ſtately, but her motion was perp:1 n. 
ally progreſſive ; and when once ſhe had Aprons 3 


foot, neither gods nor men could force her to retire 
Falſchood always endeavoured to copy the mien : : 
attitudes of Truth, and was very ſucceſsful in the ar 4] 
mimicry. She was ſurrounded, animated, and ſuppen df. 
by innumerable legions of appetites and paſſions; 
like other feeble commangefs, was obliged often to! 
ccive law from her allies. Her motions were ſudd ». 
irregular, and violent; for ſhe had no ſteadineſs nor cM... 
ſtancy. She often gained conqueſts by haſty incurt i, 
which ſhe never hoped to keep by her own ftrength | 
maintained by the hcip of the paſiions, whom ſhe 1 90 8 
rally found reſolute and faithful. NYU 
It ſometimes happened that the antagoniſts met in ? n. 
oppoſition. In theſe encounters, Falſehood alwas: Hue 
veſted her head with clouds, and commanded Fra: 2 
place ambuſhes about her. In her left hand the : 1 
the ſhield of Impudence; and the quiver of Sop: "Tone 
ratticd on her ſhoulder, All the paſſions attended z: T\ 
call; Vanity clapped her wings before, and On 
vacy ſupported her behind. Thus guarded and 
ſiſted, ſhe ſometimcs advanced againſt Truth, 
bmetimes waited the attack; but always endeavou!: 


ſkirmith at a diſtance, perpetantly ſhifted her g. been 
and let fly her arrows in different directions; ſor ih: de Pi 
tainly found that her ſtrength failed whenever the e, She ! 


Truth darted full upon her. | 

Truth had the awful aſpect though not the thunder © 
her father ; and when the long continuance of he 
tell brovght them ncar to one anoth er, Falſehcod let 


yer 
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ms of Sophiſtry fall from het; 
| | 
Ld of Impudence with both 


* mongit the pattions, 
3 1 ruth, tough {nc was Otte 
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Ju ered in a ſhort time; but it Was common 
oft hurt, received by Fa tIchood, to foreat its ma- 
0 nity to the neighbouring parts, aud to burt ohen again 
pe hen 1 {remed to have been curcd. 
5 Falſchood, in a ſhort time, found b. experience that 
x ſuperiority conſiſted ond in the celerity of her cent 
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Truth, however, did not grow weaker by the ſtry- 
for her vigour was 1 yet ſhe was No.5 
voked to ſee herſelf thus baſfled and impeded by an « 
my, whom the looked on with contempt, and 
no advantage but ſuch as the owed to inconſtancy, u 
nels, and artiſice. She therefore, in the anger of « 
pointment, called upon her father Jupiter to re-clta 
her in the ſkies, and lcave mankind to the diforder 3: 
milery which they deferved, by ſubmitting willing 
the uturpation of Falſchood. 

Jupiter compaſſionated the world too much to: 
her requeſt, yet was willing to cate her labours, and m. 
tigatc her vexation, He commanded her to conlult! 
Mutes by what methods ſhe might obtain an cafe 
ception, and reign without the toil of inceſſant war, [: 1 
was then diſcovered, that ſhe obſtructed her own | 
grels by the ſeverity of her aſpect and the folemnit 
her dictates; and that men would never willing {Wire © 


mit her till they ceaſed to fear her, ſince by giving th ſtuc, 
ſelves up to Falſchood they ſeldom made any facriſicc 
their eaſe or pleaſure, becauſe ſhe took the ſhape thx 5, 
moſt engaging, and always ſuffered herlelf to be dreſs WI 
and painted by Deſire. The Muſes wove in the! | 
of Pallas a looſe and ch: angeablec robe, like that in ue che 
Falſchood captivated her admirers ; with this the aus 
veited Truth, and named her Fiction. She now »vWM{criber 
out again to conquer with more ſucceſs; for when 2M vices 1 
demanded entrance of the Patiions, they often mil! would 
ber for Falfchood, and delivered up their charge; beter 
when ſhe had once taken pofleſſion, ſhe was foon dirt and of 
by Reaſon, and ſhone out, in her original form, 1! tetors 
natve ctiulgencc and reiittieſs digi iy. fafluio 
their! 
ſtruct 
WII 
e m 
4 
ch | 
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No, XCVII. TUESDAY), FEBRUARY 19, 1751. 


Fxcunda culpæ ſccula nuptias 
Primum inqu avere, et gens, Cl domos, 
Hoc foute derivata clades 
In patriam populumque Hluxit. Ho. 


Fruitful of crimes, this age firſt f. ain'd 

Their haplets ottspring, aud profan d 

The nupuAl bed from W hence the w 85 

Which various and unnumber'd role 

From this polluted founcalo head, 

O'er Rome and o'er the nations 3 read. FRANCIS. 


Ax reader is indebted for this day's entertainment to 
an author from whom the age has received greater 
ours, who has enlarged the knowledge of human na- 
ture, and taught the patſions to move at the command of 
virtue. 
To the Rambler, 
vp 


EY 
WIEN the Spectator was firſt publiſhed in ſingle 

papers, it gave me ſo much pleaſure, that it 15 onë 
er the favourite amuſements of my age to recoilect It 3 
nd when J reflect on the foibles of thoſe times, as de- 
ſcribed in that uſcful work, and compare them with the 
vices now reigning among us, I cannot but with that vou 
would oftcner take cognizance of the manners of the 
better half of the human ſpecies, that if your precepts 
zad obſervations be carricd down to poſterity, the Spec - 
tors may ſhew to the rifing generation what were the 
fihionable follics of their grandmothers, the Rambler of 
meir mothers; and that from both they may draw in- 
ſtruction and warning. 

When I read tholc SpeCtators which took notice of 
tie milbchaviour of young women at church, by which 
they vainly hope to attract admirers, I uſed to pronounce 
ſuch forward young women Seckers, in order to diſtin- 
zuiſn them by a mark of infamy from thoſe who had 
pitzence and decency to ſtay till they were fought. 


»%4 


S 2 But 


a 
Fe, 


"Of 


r 8 
"AY 1 
= * 4 


= = = 


83 
8 2 
$ Era. 
9 92 


* 


< 4 


OWE] 
1 
3 N 


ALL] 
RATE _ 


E SEE E ride 


< 
We 


* 


= 


_— 


Fe. 


1 
8 
To o 


—_ l a 8 
NTP ELF TURED 
hn - _ ARS 4 Y 


FR 


1 


C = 


—— 
8 R $704 ——_—— 
_—_— 


* 7; Sa 5 


"RET TY 
FI: a A TSA = 9 iy "wh „ 
r r 


205 THE RAMBLER. | 
J 


Mrs 10 
ut I have lived to ſe ſuch a change in the 
T3is lave Ve. Fr) {ic uch Fa. I. * Ze im k IC may P 4 
S{)C 14 
F 1 , Y 4 k * p "_ „ , * . - 

0 b« 7 oui SICOPTY _ DAG ning to CON a 
6 | g 10 
BY » 1 * * ' z I } £44 

nb tom tor that nam, althouch | then thous}; "PIP 

1 = U : Res 
en CHOP, i teu would deierve NO ore: ' | 

5 # at 4 

TOW fies Atte 0 eneratte given up TO ne: 1TSECTIC . = 

* * j . ' , 8 1 let 
14 $ T EE þ Th aw 4 —Y" d , 1 p 1 ! 
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! 1 — 4 
of * o 6% $ . / ! 1 * 1 ' * 5 #1 ? g 
ETS., WILIQOUT any Jenticd VIEW At ail but or Iquande, 


tine. Not 


Io the time of the Spectator, excepting ſomerimes u. 2 
apf (trance in the ring, iometimes at a good and ches HW 
Os „ Annes aon a V133t Atl t! — houſe Of a Fare m F 1 
tion he „une abe contented themicives to be f Une 10 * 
em io ed domeftic duties, for then routes, deu HH 

: OV C5 
Pals. al165, and fuch like maikets for women, we: þ.. o. 
NC i . ” 8” 

"olchy and difftdence, gentleneſs and meekne!ts, wer WM; 4 
Jock ed pon the appropriate »itues and. charakteri- Rs 
graces of the ſex, Ani if a forward ſpirit puſhed it 4 
into notice, it was expoſed in print as it deſerved, 


Tis churchées were almott the oni; places where fin; 
Wonen cte to be feen by flranvers. Men went tht! 
expecting to ſce them, and perhaps too much for tha! 
only pu pole, 

But fone good often reſulted. however improper m 
be t] 
duty. {he man muſt be abandoned indecd, who !o 
not goodnets 1” another; nor Were the VOune fojlov . 
that age ſo v holly leſt to a ſenſe of right as pri 
e them affeft to be. When theres 
1 | 


X g L. ; 
ICT woes: DOTN Ces ele in the Wa 


U 


1 
1 


conceit has ſince ma! 
fote ther ſaw n fair ine who wm Mohavio 
4.8 © nern K 2 fat) C) I'% 6 * 11016 Gesten Vena 4 
cheerful hate ewed her carneſt in her firſt dunes, 
ad the lets doubt, judeing politically only, that ths 
wobl have a conſcientious regard to her ſecond. 
Wh whar 2rdour have J cen watched for, rhe ri 
of + Kkneciing heautv; and what additional charms h. 
devoten piIven to her recommunicated features ! 
he men were often the better for what they bes 
ven a Saul was once found propheſying amone the 
phets whom he had ſet out to deſtroyv. To a man the 
put into good-humour by a pleaſing object, religion , 
* 8 object, rent 
1 


18 


* 


1 


ad rcaded, and pre-engagement apprehended. 
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e looked more amiable. The Men-ſcekers of the 
woftaror's time loved the holy place for the object's take, 
aud loved the ohiect for her ſuitable behaviour in it. 
Reretrence mingled with their love; and they thought 
mat a young lady of ſuch good principles mutt be ad- 
drelled onlv by the man who at leaſt made a thew of 
d principles, whether his heart was vet quite right or 
Nor did the voung lady's behaviour, at any time of 
te ſervice, leſſen this reverence. Her eves were her 
vn, her cars the preacher's. Women arc always mor. 
f-rved when they feem themſelves leaſt to obſerve, OC 
lay out for obſervation. T he eve of a reſpectful lover 
wes rather to receive contidence from the withdrawn 


Live of the fair one, than to find itfelf obliged to retreat. 
When a young gentleman's aflection was thus lauda- 


engaged, he purſucd its natural dictates: keeping. 
len was A rare, at leaſt a ſecret and ſcandalous vice; and 
\ wife was the ſummit of his wiſhes. Rejechon was now 
A woman 
whom he loved, he was ready to think muſt be admired 
vv all the world. His fears, his uncertainties, increated 
his love. 

Kvery enquiry he made into the lady's domeſtic excel- 
lence, which, when a wife is to be choſen, will ſurely not 
be neglected, confirmed him him in his choice. He opens 
his heart to a common friend, and honeſtly diſcovers the 
ſtate of his fortune. His friend applics to thole of the 
roung lady, whoſe parents, if they approve, his propolais, 
diſcloſe them to their daughter. 

She perhaps 15 not an abtolute ſtranger to the paſſion 
of the young gentleman. His eves, his alltduities, his 
conſtant attendaace at a church, whither, till of late, he 
24 ſeldom to come, and a thouſand little obſervances 
that he paid her, had very probably rt forced her to re- 
gad, and then inclincd her to favour him. 

That a young lady ſhould be in love, and the love 5 
te young gentleman undeclared. is an heterodoxy wincen 
prudence, and even policy, muſt not allow. But t5 7 
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applied to, ſhe is all reſignation to her parents. Charm: ee engrc 


reſignation, which inchnation oppoſes not. 1 

Her relations applaud her for her duty; friends met; W:ing co! 
points arc adjuſted, delightful perturbations,” and hopes, g-p 
and a few lover's fears, fill up rhe teqious ſpace, till balls, pl 
interview 1s granted; for the young lady had not mak Ten for 
he:fclt cheap at public places. of broke 

The time of interview arrives : ſhe is modeſt! v re{crr. f mann: 


ed; he is not confident. He declares his pafſion; de as an 
con{ciouſneſs of her own worth, and his applicatio:s' her Wil ters: 


parents, take from her any doubt of his fincerity ; and (he In the 
owns herſelf obliged to him for his good opinion. 1 he blies; 1 
enquirics of her friends into his character have taught her WV hat en 
that his good opinion deſerves to be valued, lify the | 
She tacitly allows of his future viſits; he renev zy th 
them; the regard of each for the other is confirmed; ee pi: 
when he preſſes for the favour of her hand, he reccves a {Mpence. 
declaration of an entire acquieſcence with her duty, aud honeſ 
a modeſt acknowledyment of eſteem for him. f joſles. 
He applies to her parents, therefore, for a near dn; As to 
and thinks himſelf under obligation to them for the clue. Woot all 
ful and affectionate manner with which they receive er blut 
agreeable application, all lax 
With this proſpect of future happineſs the marriage The 
celebrated: gratula-ions pour in from every quarter, it tho 
Parents and relations on both fides, brought ac 1 we ſing 
in the courſe of the courtthip, can receive the ha They c 
couple with countenances illumined, and joyful heart picale, 
The brothers, the btifters, the friends of one fan, he cc 
are the brothers, the ſiſters, the friends of the orlics, Ie, rec 
Their two families thus made one, are the world to tie Two 
young couple, wife w 
Fher home is the place of their principal d de Tight, e CrtLem 
do rhey ever occationally quit it but they find the picalur the: y 
of returning to it augmented i In propartion to the time | np | 
their abſence from it. drttroy: 
Oh! Mr. Rambler, forgive the talkativencſs of an it any ob 
man. When I courted and marricd mv Latta, then! and Ki 
blooming beauty, every thing patled juſt ſo! But hon ae ade 


the caſe now! The ladics, maidens, wives, and WIG" And 
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ME: encrofſed by places of open reſort and general enter- 
inment, which till every quarter of the metropolis, and 
Ling conſtantly frequented, make home irk fome. Break- 
fang · places, dining-places, routes, drums, concerts, 
balls, plays, operas, malquerades tor the evening, and 
wen for all night; and latelv, public ſales of the goods 
broken houte-keepers, which the general diflolurcucts 
c manners has contributed to make very frequent, come 
a another ſcaſonable relief to theſe modern tunc- 
Killers. 
In the ſammer there are in every country town aſſum- 
blies; Tunbridge, Bath, Cheltenham, Scarborough ! 
What expence of drefs and equipage is ri quired to qua- 
y the frequenters for ſuch emulous appearance! 

zu the natural infe Rion of example, the ſoweſt people 

ve places of ſix- penny reſort, and gaming-tahles for 
wnce, Thus ſervants are now induced to fraud and 

honeſty, to ſupport extravagance, and ſupply their 
ofles. 

As to ladies who fre:juent thoſe public places, they are 
dot aſhamed to ſhew their faces wherever men date go, 
nor bluſh to try who th I ftare moſt impudently, Ol ho 
1.11] laugh loudeſt on the public walks. 

The men who would make Good huſhapqds, if they 
vit thoſe places, are friphred at wedlock, an | reſolve to 

de fingle, except they arc bought at a very high price. 
They can bc {pectato! s of all that patles, and, if thi * 
plcate, more than ſpectators, at the expence of others. 
, The companion of an evenimec and the companion for 
life, reqQuITE Ve V diflore oy qualiſie arons, 

Two thouſand pounds in the laſt ave, with a dome {ic 
wife would go farther than ten thouſand in tis. Yet 
{rtlements arc expected, that often, to a mercantile man 
elpecially, 11; K a fortune into uſclefſnets; and pin-money 
+ ſtipulated for, Which makes a wife independent, and 
deſtroys love, by putting it out of a man's Power to lay 
any Obligation upon her that might engage vratirudes 
aud kindle affection. When to. all this the card-tables 
we added, how can a prudent man think of marrying ! 

And when the worthy men Know not where to find 

wives, 


invitat ions, and is on the watch to take the advan! 
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210 THE RAMBLER, 
wives, muſt not the ſex be left to the fopling + the c 
combs, the hbertines of the ave, whom ; — How 9" 
ASAT * 6. XC 
make ſuch! And necd even theſe vrtetches marre: 
10" the converiation of thoſe who render ther c. Im 
ſo c hcap : Ceſar; 
And whar, meer all, is the benefit which the gave 3 
] . Whicl 
quette obtains by her flutters } As ſhe is approx TT 
, N ol 1 


by every man, without requiring, I will not fav 1 
or ' adoration, but even common compl; uſance, . 
treats her as upon the lcvel, looks upon her led a ali 


ſhe has companions, indeed, but no lovers; for | 
reipectful and timorous ; and where among all her! 
lowers will the tind a huſband ! 

Set, dear Sir, before the youthful, the gav, the in. 
ſiderate, the contempt as well as the danger to wh 
they are expoſed. At one time or other, women, 


utterly thoughtleſs, will be convinced of the juſtic. erat 
vou cenſure, and the charity of your inſtruction. ' OCCAlN 
2ut ſhould your exp: mul tions and reproots have * 

eſſect upon thoſe who are far gone in faſhionable f It very 
they may be retailed from their mouths to their nic ee 9 
(marriage will not often have intitled theſe to dauy] ', to 
when they, the meteors of a dav, find themſclves a often! 
bowed off the ſtage of vanity by other flutterers ; fo: rae m1 
moſt admired women cannot have manv Tunbrid-:; OE © 
many Bath ſeaſons to blaze in; fince even tine faces, _— * 
ten ſeen, are leſs regarded than new faces: the prop: Lou ha 
niſhment of ſhowy girls, for rendering themſelves 'F TY el 
politicly cheap, 1 2 
I am, c pal 
Sir, | = POW 

o an 

Your ſincere admirer, &c. VIE AL 
, but 

its the 

alt 
of co 

: HS 
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Que nec garmentos iniquas 
Cxſeris ad 111 ia 9 Une * * Tf 7 Gab 54 ru thi * Ju v. 
* 1 * . * a * . 
Which nt Sarmentus brook d at Cxſar's board, 
Nor grov ling Gabba from his naughty J. 
ELrHINS TON. 


Tx 8 1 1 
Ty E/1e Authm of i R. un. Fs 


O have often endcavoured to im preſs u pon your 

readers an obſervation of more truth than noveltv, 
lite patles, for the molt part, in DETLY tranfacftons; 
hat our hours 
r . 2 * — | * | ; 11 AR x ' »YLFPOL 
7 i Orat!l 10 tions 3 and Li! iT tete . i le COM) eme 4 > 


3 
lige away in nifing amulements and 
 occathon that can call forth great vutuè or great abte 
I: very commonly happens that ſpeculation has no in- 
ence on conduct, Tut conclufigns = cogent argu- 
formed by laborious ſtudv and dil _ enquitys 
C often Teo ſited in = rrc: {vrics of memore, as vold 
the mier s cheſt, uſcleſs alike to others FE: himtelk. 
[ore are not * for the extent of their pollethons, 
ers are not Wiſer for th 1ltitude of their ideas. 
You have truly (| 1 p the ſtate of human beings, 
t may be douhted whether vou have accomme dated 
prece Pts to vour de ii 3 V hether VOu nave not 
My conſidered vour readers as influenced by the 
wc paſſions, and fuſceptible of pain er plcaſure only 
p werful agents, and from great events. 
To an au ith zor who writes not for the jmprovement of 
ingle att, or the eftabliſhinent of a dontroverted doc-— 
„ but equally jntends the ad vantage. and equally 
ts the peruſal of all the clas of mankind nothi ng 
duffle ſeem unworthy of regard by which the plea- 
8 converſation mav be increaſed, and the daily ſa— 
Has of familiar life ſecured from interruption © and 


For 
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For this reaſon you would nor have injured vey The u 
pul Hon, 1f vou had ſometimes deſcended to thi en ied, a 
duties of ſoctal beings, and enforced the obſervan, om he 
thoſe little civilities and ceremontous delicacies wic! | cu. 
conſiderable 5 they may appear to the man of {ci „che 
and diſheu as they may prove to be detailed with e m 
nity, vet contribute to the regulation of the wor! 0 be bY 
facihtatiny the intercourſe between One man and a: There 
and of which the French have ſufficiently reftified 'es ot 
eſtcem, by terming the knowledge and practice of : arb 
9c (4% Ar 7 „% art of 1 it UN, T, rude t 

Politencts is one of thoſe 3 antages which ve 1, the 


eſtimate rightly but by the inconvenience of its lots, men 


influence upon the manners is conſtant and unito; be Of 
thar, like an qu: i motion, it eſe WES perception. dent t! 
circumſtances of every action are fo adjuſted to ure; b 
other, that we do not fee where any error could! the ti 
b: en committ ed, and rather acquieſce in its proj [| have, 


than admi, — Its Xa "Ne S. und, I iS 


But as ſickneſs ſhews us the value of eaſe, a lit! e Wis 
miliarity with thoſe who WeEre nerve taught to end: a In 
the 133 of others, but regulaté their bcha ra 
merely by their own will, will ſoon crince the occe of 030075 
of eſtabliſhed modes and formalitics to tlic happincl They 
quict of comn on life. door « 

Wiſdom and virtue are by no means ſufficient, wii" un 
out the ſupplemental laws of good- breeding, to fe | 2 

M ne DCEVO 


freedom from degencrating to ruden or {cit-cl 
from ſwelling into infolence; a thouſand in civilitics 
be committed, and + thoutand offices neglected. wit 


».- 


of © 


C TCTUIC 
enive 


any remorſe of conte ICNC# ON reproach from reaton, ry pl 


The true effect of genuine politeneſs ſeems to be es; * 
ther caſe than pleaſure. The power of delishtiner tune * 
be conferred by nature, and cannot be delivered by N 
cept, or obtained by imitation ; but though it be 1 1 
privilege of a ve ry ſmall number to raviſh and to c > Sherwin 
every man may hope by rules and caution not to at I. 
pain, and may therefore, by the help of good- br. | 1 
enjoy the kindne s of m. an kind, thoug! h he ſhould ': 7 bY 
no claim to lugher diſtinctions, LUIS © 
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Che univerſal axiom in which al! complait ince is in- 
ed, and from which ow all the formalities which 
1 *Y * | | 

3 {1 * 0 þ ; a - 7 WP » 
om has eltablilned in cieilited nation IS, 1% t 


ry 


7 
ence ta Hiinſelſ. A rule lo 
5 K "Bb 3 
1) chentive and ccrtain; that, Ppeihas's, 1 15 NOT cal) 
i " 4 . Et f = TY 10 8er 
1 min LO nnagc 799 incest, „ WII UL up} 111 8 
to be broken. : ; 
There are, indeed, in every place, tome particular 
2 of | art of good-breeding, which 
ſes of the ceremonial part of good-brtechug, WHICH, 


* - 4 
[ 1 p 7” » b, > #5 
Au 24 e (171 pr. jC. i 
a . g 


% arbitrary and accidental, can be carned onde Dy 
rude and converſation; luch arc tle tms of lalut Ls 
„, the different gradarions of revcren c, and all the 
ments of place and pres. dence. Theſc, however 


* 


* 
be often vid! ec nhout ( en 2. if It be tuthen utly 
gent that neither malice nor pride contributed to the 

11 1 eren sk 
are; but will nor aroncs, Howe vel rig oofereed, 
the tumour of int FRI &, Of petulance Ot COne! mpt 
| have, indeed, not found anong any part ot mane 
nd, lefs real and rational complaitance than among 
ſe who have paſſod their time in payiiv} and rec eiwing 
, in frequenting public enteitamments, * 1 an) ny 
act mcalurcs of ceremony, and 1m watching ail the 

Aations of fathionable courtely. 
They know, indeed, at what hour they mav bent 
door of an ACQUaliances how m "my mes hy * mult 
tend him towards the gate, and what interval {houid 
before his“ iſit 15 returned z but {eidom e xtends the ir 
ne bevond the exterior and unctlent!2l parts ol civility, 
refuſe their own vanity zny gratification, however 
mauve, to the QuUICt of another. ; ; 
Trypherus is a man remark bit for ſplendor and ex- 
ec: a man that, having been originally placed by his 
une and rank iu the firlt clais of the community, has 
red that air of dicnitv, and that readineis in the eu- 
ge of compliments, which cou:ts, balls, and levecs, 
confer. 
But Trypherue, without any ſettſed purpoſes of ma— 
Ity, partly by his 1gaorance ot numan nature, and 
ty by the habit of contempiating with great falisfac 
his own grandeur and riches, is hourly giving qi- 
gutt 
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214 TUE RAMPLTR. 
FE guſt to thoſe whom chance or expeCtation ſubject ty! 
4 vanity. No. X. 
| Toa man whoſe fortune confines him to a ſmall! 
he declaims upon the pleaſure of fpacious apartr Scil 
| and the convenience of changing his lodging-room in E 
ferent parts of the year; tells him that he hates 00 Ru: 
finement ; and concludes, that if his chamber was le; 1 
| he fhould never wake without thinking of a priſon. nn 
To Eucretas, a man of birth equal to himſelf, bur Ane 
much leſs eftate, he ſhewed his ſervices of plate, and & 1d 
marked that ſuch things were, indeed, nothing be 'rer thi The 
coſt ly er Hes, but that no man muſt pretend to the ra 
gentſeman Willert it them; and, for his part, if his & [! has 
was ſmaller, he ſhould not think of enjoying but cnc. tio! 
ing it, and would enquire out a trade for his eldeſt | for the 
He has, in imitation of ſome more acute obſerver thaw tl wt 
himſelf, collected a great many ſhifts and artifices Wſſh0u14 | 
which poverty is concealed; and among the ladies Worn Eit 
ſmall fortune, never fails to talk of frip pery and flit 1imals 
Nlks, and the convenience of a general mourning. it b 
have been inſulted a thouſand times with a cata but eve! 
lovuc of his pictures, his jewels, and his rarities, wlctric O 
though he knows the humble neatneſs of my habitation r41ns ar 
he ſeldom fails to conclude by a declaration, that he pollute 
ever he fees a houſe meanly furniſhed, he defpilcs ! Az tl 
owner's taſte, or pities his poverty. te cre: 
This, Mr. Rambler, is the practice of Trypherus, Mroper 
which he is become the terror of all who are leſs wea't ll corenc 
than himſelf, and has raiſed innumerable enemies wit:04MF man, v 
rivalry, and without malevolence. nd wh 
| Yet 2 all are not equally culpable with TrWlic of t 
\ pherus, it is ſcarcely polſible to find any man who «© vtich 1 
: not Frequently „ like him, indalge his own pri able ce 
i {orcing others into a compartion with hunfelf, wh many þ 
G knows the advantage is on his fide, without contidc Ielect-ft 
| that unnecc{larily to obtrude ut nplcaling ideas. is a 116 Condit 
of oppreiſion; and that it is little mc Te criminal to human 
prive another of ſome real advantage than to in Toy ſpecies. 
that forg tfulneſs of its abſence which is the next 14 Othe 
pinels to actual poiletiion, 1 am, &c. tribute 
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Scilicet ingeniis aliqua eſt concordia junctis, 
kt tervat ſtudti fredera quitque {u1, 

Ruſticus agricolam, miles {era bella gerentem, 
Rectorem dubiæ navita puj pls ainat. Ov 1D, 


Congenial paſtions ſouls rot geth er bind, 

And ev'ry calling ming its kind; 

Seldter unites with 1 „ * in with twain, 

The mariner with him that roves the maln. F. Lx wis. 


II. has been ordained hy Providence, for the conſerva- 
ron Of orde r in th * Immentc Variety of nature, an 
1 the regular Propa gat 1 of the [eve ral claſies of lite 
„n which the clements arc peopted, that every creature 
' 1 he drav n by ſome ec ct attraction to thoſe of his 
tle and domettic 
«mals which naturally unite into "comet or co— 


1 +} 


n by pairs, ſhould continue faithful tot 


1 and th: 33 Lo 
on Kind; and that not only tie gen 


cir ſpecics; 
a 1 ry ave hic 1 A # 
jt \ eiiie 1. Vel 105 AM} id ic rocious laY ages wi 110 CS © [11 - 
IT) (oryes never to be tere rarious, ih Outd 1: ange mouns- 
us and defarts in ſcarch of one another, rathct Un 


Ire thc world with a monttrous Hirth. 


olli 

Ne! the perperuity and diſtinction of the lower tribes ot 
the creation icquire that they ſhould be determined to 
oper mates * {ome uniform motive of ci:vice, or ſome 


cogent pri ciple of infinft, it is necefſary like wile tha 
& .-u 0 
man, whoſe wider capacity demands more gratincations, 


nd m_ feels in himſelf innumcrable wants, which a 


II's of tolitude cannot 2470 ly, and innumerable powers to 
ch it cannot give empioyment, ould be led to ſuit- 

0! e by partie ular influence ; and among 

ay beings of the fame Nature with himfelf, he may 
ſelect Gs f r intimacv and tenderneſs, and improre the 


1 of h1s E3 iſtence, by 1 * 8 ung tric nditnp 10 
humanity, and the love of individuals to that of the 
"Ot her anim als are ſo formed, that they ſcem to con- 
tibute very little to the happineſs of cach other, and 
know neither joy, nor grief, nor love, nor hatred, but 
as 
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$ thev are urged by ſome detire 1mmedat 
either to the ſup _ 't of thur own lives, or tot 


eiu fable 


| 
, p 
it T9: 


nugtion of the Face ; they theretore teldom APPC, 
regard anv of th e winuter difermunatious which d. 
guiſh creatures of the ſame bind from one another, 
But if man wee to feel no incentives to Kindnets ny 
than his general tendeacy to congemal nature, a 
Or London, .\ 
him the defolation of a wildernels; his aftettions, 
compretled into a narrower Ccompals, would 
like clementa! Bre in boundleſs evaporation ; he v. 
languith in perpe! Un! intenfililft «; and though he n. 
perhaps, in the Grit vigour of youth, amulc bimtc! 
the freſh enjoyments of life, yet, when curioſitz * 
ceaſe and alacrity ſubſide, be would abandon hun 


to | By fluctuations of chance, without expecting be 
agnigſt any calamity, or feeling any u iſh for the TY 


- 


of others. 
To love all men is our duty, ſo far as it mciud 
general habit of bencve lence, He readinets of accat 
cls ; but to love all cqually 1s unpoitble, at 
impotſible without the extinction of thoic pailtions \ 
now produce all our pains and ali our pleaſures „ 


1 


culties, and the luppretlion of all our hopes and feats 
ith \ and ours, 
T he necetlitics of our condition require 2 thou 


which mere regard for the tpc: 


Un 
_ of tendernels, 
which only the ſolicitude of Fiendthip will <1{cove 

x 1 ' 
remedy, and which would rem ain tor ever un heed 
the miglity cap of human calamity, were it on! 
vev2d by the cyc of general benevolence, equal, 


teln tive to S miſerv. 
| 


The great community of mankind is, therefore, ! 
cCellarily broken into {male independ I. ſocicties; | 
form diftin& intereſts, which are too frequently OP! 
to each other, and which they viohave entered hs 


Icague of particular governments faltely t! hink 1 


10 pProme fe 0 how © ver de tructwe o t! \C a; ] 5 row Pap OF Ib 


reſt of thc worid. 


with all their nuinmudes, Kould have: 


] g p 4 1 117 - * * 1 ' - a ' 
Gut Tile ditulc, it not the abolitten, (1 om. C93" CIUT Je 


vill never dictate. Every man has frequent grievance 
I 
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It 15 C 
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. 0 . 2 ; * , 1 5 
guch unions are again ſeparated into ſubordinate 
alles and eee and ſoctal lite 18 perpe Wany 
anci bed out into unnuter lub eihlons, tu temmmates 
; DR 
J the lalt ram {1 cations 5 5 rivate friend tin P. : 
That friendſhip may at once be fond aad laſting, it 
Y mor. 
has been alre ly. ©! ſe rved in Flu { papers, that a c n ; 
nity of meln rations 18 neccil r. No non can WER 
auch kindneſs for him by hein he does not believe 
5 8 "oo 1 1. 8 . cem 
md! eſteemed; and nothing 19 eVicently Proves EC 
as n tation. RET es 
Phat benevolence is always ſtrongeſt which ariſes from 
Ae cs gab of tlic fame 1 (UTC, {ace WE arc na- 
3 3 , E f ; 1 
alte willing to revive in our minds the mW "8 
perſons with whom the idea of enjoyment is conncgteg. 
| | rl N 1y 
It 15 commontlv, there! fore, ro pu poſe, 1 it at 
12 "4% 
one endeavours to 1ngratiate himſelf with ſuch as l 
( mp" CE. in their amuſements and diverhons. 
n have been Known to rife to favour and to fortuncy 
7 4 
= by being ſkilful in the foorts with wh ich 3 - 
$+& * >5 
St 26 
tron happened to be (| liyhted, by concurrit 'S with 6 
, * 1 5 ; 1 - 0 £44 5 - J rc! yi 1 
ite for ſome particula pecies Of ya 1 
no the ſame wine, or applauding the fame COOR-! 


** 


— 


* 


Eren thoſe whom wildom or virtue have placed above 
rd to ſuch petty recomm, ditions, mult neverthe- 


1 g ©” "The hiebef 
e be onined by ſimilitude of manners. Ihe ſhighelt 
F : At - 
and nohleſt enjoyment of tat niliar life, the COMMUNIC: 
on of | * f ſentiments, muſt 
tion of knowledge and reciprocation of ſentiments, m. 
ways prefuppoſe a diſpotition to the fame inquiry, anc 
delight in the fame difconeries. 


| . ! * 1 
With what ſatisfaction could the po! ſtician lav his 


ſchemes for the reformation OT lass, Or his OR riſons 
At |  rovcrnment, before the chemiſt 
' Uterent forms 01 80e CNT, before dl le , 


1 
| ' 
| 


ho has never accuſtomed his thoughts to any other of 

| f hr! Gu T lie aftronomer 

than falt and Jutpnuar - how can the l a ail 

explaining his calculations and conjectures, encure 

the coidneth of a grammarian, who wouid loſe ficht ot 

unter and all his ſatellites, for a happy etvmoiog) Of 

E 1 „ avinieati of 4 CONTroe 
a ODICUrE word, Or 4 DCttcol CX PLICATION c 
erted line! 

Every man loves merit of the ſame kind with his on, 

2 # wien 
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when it is not likely to hinder his advancement or! 
reputation; for he not 01 ly butt underſtands the worth 
thote Qu: :Iites which he labours to cultiy ate, or the ui 
fulncts of the art which he practiſes with tu ccels, | 
always feels a reflected pledture from the praiſes whic 
though given to another, belong equally to hum telt. 

There is indeed no necd of reſeare h and retinemer 
diſcover that men muſt generally ſelect their compar 
from their own ſtate of life, ſince there are not 
minds furniſhed for great variety of converſatien, « 
adapted to multiplicity of intellectu- 1] entertainmenrts, 

The tailor, the ac ademic, the | AN yer, the mechanic, 
and the courtier, have ali a caſt of talk peculiar to ther 
own fraternity, have fixed their attention upon tlie 141% 
events, have been engaged in aftans of the ſome for, 
make uſe of allu!.uns aud iliultrations which them: 
ves only can underſtand, 

To be infected with rhe jargon of a particular proc 
ſion, and to know only the language of a hngle rank 0 
mona{'s, is indecd fuftciently deſpicable. But as mes 
mult be always ſet to the excuriions of the human mn 
there will be ſo e ſtudy which every man more zcaloully 
prolccutes, lome da log {ub;c&t on which he is prime 
pally pleaſed to converie, and he that can moſt inf, 
or beſt underſtand him, will certainly be welcomed with 
particular regard, 

Such partiality 1s not 2 y to be avoided; nor 1s it 
culpable, unleſs fo far | 


and 
1c! 


o predominate as to procuce 
averiion from every x kind of excellence, and to 
ſhade the uſtre of diflinn!iar virtues. Thole, theretore, 
whom the lot of lite has conjoined, ſhould endeavn! 
conttantly to approach towards the inclinatio: of cc! 
other, invigorate every motion of concurrent deſire, and 
fan everv (park of kindred curioſity, 

It has been juſtly obſerved, that diſcerd gene 
Operates in little things; it is inflamed to its utmolt e- 
hemence by contiaricty of taſte, oftener than of pu- 
ciples; and might therefore commonly be avoided by 
nocent confornuty, which. if it was not at hift the me- 
tive, ought always to be the conſequence of indiſtolde, 
U1101, 
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Ornne vafer vitinm ridenti Flaccus am co 


| an "ity EL SUN. i ad e rel record lud. 


1 * 
— 
PERSIUS? 
* 1 
J{oara wii Oy mm fingit my grace, 
Laurh d and look 'd him in the face; 
Von! 1 blath {--crot vice he found, 
{4 \ [ V | ' Ci > $4 L * nd. 
4 0 n T : 
* 1 a F i ! et ] * i 3 
N : ' 
But . LL fin 10 1 1 * "11 110 STEELE 
7 * 
Dy: —_— X 
" 4 171 3 
* Sr, 
1 
dP f ” #1 AS 
bo” \ 5 ' ' mw * 1 1-611 7 { | 19 . ht k f Ina 11 


"I cetlit! (r tieir al uirs, 41. fo) un tortunat 
7 „ ; x j 2 x _ * . 
* do he TOt ls Durien in ine e er WIICIG the\ labo 1! 


12 N L , 
od der the moſt deplorable 1,norance of echt is trant- 
W ting among the pe lee part AF mankind, 1 cannot help 
ns that, as A Nele writer, vou ſhould take the 
uy ( of the fe tr. w compait nabhle bie, LS TITTY YOu 
I ( ration. 
M1 heſe unhappy lay üſhers in obſcurity ſhould be 
th Wn thed with tuck accounts of the cmployments of 3 


b of the world, as mae engabe them 1 1 their (e\ Cl al 1 
it te corners to a laudable nnitation 3 or, at lealt, 10 far 
rm and prepare them. that if bv any jovful change of 


'9 11150n they ſhould bu Caddenty tranſported into the 


— 


e, ſcene, they may not gape. nd wonder, and ſtare, 
4 be utterly at a loſs how to bchave and make a proper 

(0 i ap earance init. 
24 It is. inconceivable how much the welfare of all the 
tre towns in the kingdon might be pro noted, if 
Y | would uſe your charitable endeavours to raiſe in 
* wem a noble emulation of the manners and cuſtoms oft 


n her lite. 
! 


Fot this purpoſe you ſhould” give à very ciear and 
95 mie geſeription of the whole 1ct of polite acquire- 
oh meats J 4 coinplete hiltor) of forms, ka! 101 5, frolics, Ot 


3 routes, 
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routes, drums, 
malquerades, auttions, 
ardens of ail thote de 


emblies, rides 


puppet- hon . 4 


balls, afl 


Operas, 


hurricanes, 
plavs. 
bear-y 


gage he 
* 
} 


attention of the moſt ſublime chara (CIS, 
they . Amen 0 Her 
Art and 111 \ 


Val 


az ing pertec: 


arte! day, it 


by which have 


14 


iterz of palling d 4a 
without the h. 


the u hole 
after 7 and akter V Cc al, 
alliſtance of any one thing that 
picaled to call uſeful and neceflarv. 
In giving due iuſtruc 
this ſümmit of human exce 
reſiſtible arguments im its favour as mult 
bers, who in other inſtances do not ſcem to want r 
underſtanding, of the unaccountable error of ſup; 
they were ſent irto the world for anv other purpote | 
to flutter, ſport, and flnne. For, after all, 
be « learcr than that an everlaſting round of diverhon 
the more 
portant end of human life, 


It is really prodigious, ſo much as the world is im 


cot K, 


[lence, vou may 


proved, that therg thouid in theſe days be der 10 ig. 


norant and fiupid as to think it necellary to mite 
their time, and trouble their heads, 
than purſuing the pretent fancy; for what elle 
living for | 

It is time enough ſurely to think of conſequen 
when thev come; and as for the antiquated notice 
duty, they arc e be met with in any French nv 
or any book one ever looks into, but derived 
wholly from the writings of authors who lived : 
many ages ago, and who, as they were totally uit 
any 15 of thoſe accompliſhments which now character! 
people of diſtinction, have been for ſome time finkin 
apace into utter contempt. It does not appear that e. 
their moſt zealous admirers (for ſome partiſans of 


own fort every writer will have) can pretend to fay tic) 


were ever at one ridotto, 
In the 1 important article of diverſions, the ceremon! 


of viſits, the extatic delight of unfriendly intimacics 2" 


unmeaning clyilities, they are abſolutely ſilent. B. 


k 


hte! \ che DIOuTtA 55 ca. 


18 Wot! 


formal creatutes He 


ons through whar ſteps to atrzin 
ada ſuch U 
convince num— 


nothing can 
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e lively and hurrying the better, is the moſt un- 


about anv ting dite 


ruth ar 

me, | 
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ruth and downright honeſty, plain clothes, ſtaving at 
me, hard work. few words, and thole enen 
with cenlure or double meaning, are what they recome 
mend as the ornaments and picaſures of life: Little 
oachs, polite difſimulation, tea-table ſcandal, delightful 
ind. lence, ihe glitter of ftinerv, the triumph of Precye 
che, the enchantinents ot flatte! Vy th 3. cem to have 
had no notion of; and J cannot but laugh to think what 

z figure they would have made in a drawing-room, and 
h N frighted they would have looked at a gaming 
table. 

The noble zeal of patriotiſin that diſdains authority 
and tramples on laws for ſport, was ablulutely the aver- 
hon of thele tame wretches. 

Indeed, one cannot ditſcover any one thing they pre- 
_ to teach people, | hut to be v iſe and good ; acquires» 

nents infinitely below the contideration of perſons of 
TY and ſpirit, who know how to ſpend their time to fo 
much better purpoſe. 

Among other admirable improvements, pray, Mr. 
Rambler, do not forget to enlarge ongthe very extenhive 

enefit of playing at cards on Sundays: a pr actice of ſuch 
infinite uſe, *. we ay modeſtly £XPect to tee it Pre- 
vail univerfally in all parts of this Kingdom. 

To perfons of fathiva the advantage is obvious; be— 
cxule, as for ſome ſtrange reaſon or other, which no fine 
eenieman or fine lady has vet been able to penetrate, 
re is neither play, nor maiquerade, nor battie-con- 
ror, nor any other thing worth living for, to be had on 
a Ju _— ** if it were not for the chantable alliſtance of 
vift or bragg, the gentecl part of mankind muſt, one 
dan in r neceifardy ſufler a total extinction of 


PR 


DUM 
Ga ® 


Nor are tlie perſons of high rank the only gainers hy 
0 ſalut Ny ac iſtom, winch extends | 115 good — 111 
WINNIE degree, to the e orders of people ; 3 but were 1t 
quite general, how much better and happier would the 
world be than i It is even now | 

It 1s 7 Upon poor Crt aturcs, be thev ever ſo mean, 
to deny them thole enjoyment, and Uberties which arc 
equally 
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equaily open for all. my if ſervants were taught to He appr 
to church on this day, ſpend fome part of it in read: WM. ir is f 
or receiving inſtruction in a fam. ly wav, and the ict 

mere fricndlv converſation, the poor wretches won! 

fallibly take it into their hcads that ther were ob! 

be ſober, modeſt, diligent, and faithful to thor nm 

and miſtreſles. 

Now furely no one of common prudence or 
would with their domcſtics infected with fuc 
and primitive notions, or laid under fuch unme 
reſtraints : all which may, in a great meaſure, he; 
ventcd by the prevalence of the go0d-humoured 
that I would have vou recommend. For when 
lower kind of people ſce their betters, with a tru}: 
dable i wk t, inſulting and flying in the face of tholc 1 
1I-bred diétators, picty, and the law s, they are the 
Excited and admonithed, as far as acttons can adus 
ant excite, and taught that thev too have an CQU1:21 
of letting them at defiance in ſuch inſtances as the! | 
ticul wr nece!lities and inelinations may require; and thy Str 
15 tne liberty of the whole human ſpecics mightily im- H 
proved and cnlarged. 


In ſhort, Mr. Rambler, by a faithful repreſentation cas, 7 
the numberlets benefits of a modiſh life, vou will have ing 
done vour part in promoting what everv body ſeem % Wrcadine 
confeſs the truc purpoſe of human ecxiſtence, perpetud lered 
diſſipation. - de int 

By encouraging people ro employ th 'C ir * hole Akten- by the. 
tion on tiifles, and make amuſement their fole uc, MWnvielt ; 
vou will teach theme þow to avoid many very uneal! e- {uted | 
flections. "4%, bt jocu 

All the foft feclings of humanity, the ſympathies of i1 he 
friendſhip, all natural temptations to the care of a t:- ebullit 
mily, and ſolicitude about the good or ii} of others, v1" burſts 
the whole train of domettic and focial alte tions, n ſtudde 
create ſuch daily anxicties and emlarrailawots, ante Holicite 
happily [fled and ſupprefied in a Wwe of perp "_ ce eragge 
wits; and all ferious thoughts, but particularly that of Wievery | 
geredſter, be banithed our of the world; a mot? pepe: Mpublic 


NEE! 


A 
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9 7 apprehenſion, but luckily a moſt groundlefs one too, i EY 
| N Þ 10 very clear a caic, tat nobod, ever dies. NE 


I am, &Cc. 


CHARIESSA, 


CE. ICVESDAY, MARCH $5 1 
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Mella jubes Hybxla t:bt vel Hymettia naſci, 
Et thyma Cecropix Corfica fonts apts ManrT 


Alas! dear fir, you try in vain, 

I: npoli; b:licies to gain: 

No bee from Corſica's rank juice, 

Hyblæan honey Can pr oducc. F. LEWIS. 


To the Rumler. 

Sr, 
bade by ſeveral years of continual ſtudy trea- 

ſured in my mind a great number of principles and 
aS, and obtained | DY frequent exerciſe the Per cr of ape 
1 ng them with propriety, and combining them with 
Nadine ſs. I reſolved to quit the univerſity, where J con- 
ſered myſelf as a gem hidden in the mine, and to min— 
e in the crowd of public life. I was naturally attracted 
by the company of thoſe who were of the ſame age with 


111 “% 


' vielf; and finding that my academical gravity contri- * 
„ed very little to my reputation, are mo faculties 
b jocularity and burlef- que. Thus, in a ſhort time, I 
| 11 heated my imagination to ſuch a ſtate of activity and 
edullition, that upon every occaſion it fumed away in : 
| burſts of wit and evaporations of gaicty. I became on Ge 
| Ws fodden the idol of the coffec-houte; - was in one winter 2 
' Wlicited to ac ecept the preſidentſhip of five clubs, was (HE 
"wr by violence to every ne play, and quoted in Fl 
everv controverſy upon theatrical merits was in every ol 
public place ſurrounded bv a multitude of humble audi- IS 
ois, wao retailed in other places of retort my maxims = 


aud 
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and my jeſts, and was boaſte« as their intimate and ow * 
panion by many v ho had no other pretenſions to my | Es” 
quaintance than that they had drank chocolate in! AE 
lame room. U it 2 
wou will not wonder, Mr. Rambler, that I men! | lf 7 
my ſucceſs with ſome appearance of triumph an l el 3 
tion. Perhaps no kind of ſuperior Ty 15 more if ; ON! 
or alluring than that which 15 conferred by the pom 17 
converfation, by extemporaneous {pr1; btlineſs of fal I T] 
copiouſuefs of langu— ge, and kertility of ſentiment. [1 that 
other excrtions of genius, the greater part of the pf rhe 
is unknown and uncnjoyed ; the writer, indeed, thr. uld b 
his reputation to a wie ler extent, but receives little nh WR 


ſure or advantage from the difluſſon of his name. ned: 
, . 


only obtains a kind of nominal ſov ereignty Over rey! HE 
winch pay no tribute. The colloquial wit has alen 5 
his own radiance reflected on himſe If, and enjoys al eee 
pleaſure which he beſtows; he finds his, power cont! k Wy 8 
by every one that: approaches him, ſces friendſhip Kue af 
ling with rapture, and attention ſwe ling into p th EM 
The deſire which every man fecls of importan cc 2A. - V 
eſteem, is ſo much gratified by ſinding an atlembly at gt 
entrance, briv! !tened with gladnels and huthed with «©: h6 | 
pectation, that rhe recollection of ſuch diſtinction 2H: | 
ſcarcely fail to be plc aſing whenfoever it is innocent BE on 
and mv conſcience does nor reproach me with anvn * 
or criminal effects of vanity, fince I always empfange une 
my influence oa the = of virtuc, and never facti 008 Thc 
my underſtanding or my religion to the plcaſure ot ai, 
plauic. TRY 
There were many v hom either the defire of cnjo01 Me 1. 
my pleatantry, or the pride ot being thought to en! nie 
brought often into my company z but I was care! ed ni con 
P: irticular manner by Democharcs, a gentleman of a“ "ods 
eſtate, and a liberal diſpoſition. XIy fortune being best 
means exuberant, lined me to be pleaſed with a friend 1 
who was willing to be entertained at his own charge. 1 OT 
became bv daily invitations habituated to his table; , {he 
as he:bcheved my acqu aintance neceſſary to the chara medita 


of clegauce which he was defirous of cltablithipg, | 31649 
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zl the luxury of aſtuence, without expence or de- 
ENCE, and patled 

blenfure, with men 
mpliſhments, or defire of improvement. 
But all power has its tphere of activity, be vond which 
produces no effect. Demochares being ed by his 
urs into the country, imagined that he ſhould encreate 


my life in a perpetual FECIPYOC ation 
brought together by fümilitude ot 


popularity by coming among his neighbours accom 
nid by a man whote abilities were fo generally allow= 
The report pretently ſpread through h if the coun- 
that Democharcs was arrived, and had brought with 
um the celebrated Hilarius, by whom ſuch merrment 
uld be excited as had never been enſoved or conceived 
re, 1 knew, indeed, the purpoſe for which I was 
ited; and as men do not look diligently out for pol- 
e miſcarriages, was pleaſed to find mvlelf courted 
wn principles of imteréſt, and conſidered as capable of 
reconciling fa tioas, compoling feuds, and uniting A 
wie province in ſocial happinets. 
After a few days ſpent in adjuſting his domeſtic regu- 
Lions, Demochares invited all the gentlemen of his 
whourhood to dinner, and did not forget to hint how 
ich my preſence was expected to heighten the pleafure 
ne feuſt. He informed me what prejudices my rcpu- 


on had raiſed in my favour, and repreſented the ſatit- 
on with which he ſhould fee me Kindle up the blaze 
merrüment, and (ould remark the various efl<cts 
my fire would have upon ſuch diverſity of matter. 

This declaration, by which he intended to quicken wy 


- 


te, filled me with ſolicitude. felt an ambition Of 
ing, which L never Enew | ore; and was theret 

t bürtulled with ain unuſual fear of diſgrace. I pal 
nil in planning out to motelf the converſation of 
Ie mumg 0 v; recolic ed all ny topics ot ralerv, 


ccd proper (uD1iccts of rüclie Ule, pP1 cp red IMAart re- 


1 thouſand queſtions, accommey lated anfwers to 
mars cpar tees, and forme | a MATAZIAC oft remarks, 
Whos, tales, anc iljuftrations. 
2 Phe morning broke at laſt in tin midſt of theſe but; 
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medltatious. 1 roſe with the palpitations of a champion 
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found my {pirits ſunk as the weight of expe 


was introduced to "Sit a1 


What conce prion the 3 of this region had fo 


of a wit, I cannot yet diſcover; but obſerved that t 


all ſcemed, after the regular exchange of compiimen 
and that while we waited 


to turn away diſapp ned; 
dinner they caſt their eyes uſt upon me, and then u; 
each other, like a theatrica! aflem! bly waiting for a {| 

From the uncaſineſs of this hn ion I was relieve ed 
the dinner; 


! 


buſineſs of the hour, I ſunk quietly to a level with : 


reſt of the company. But no ſooner were the Aike 
moved, than, inftcad of cheerful confidence and t: 
prattle, an univerſal ſilence again ſhewed their exy.c 
tion of {ome unuſual performance. My friend 
voured to rouſe them by healths and queſtions; but t 
anſwered him with great brevity, and immediately 
lapſed into their former taciturnity, 

I had waited in hope of ſome opportunity to di. 
them, but could find no pa! s opened for a fingle fu 
and who can be merry without an object of mürth! 
ter a few faint efforts, which produced neither app! 
nor oppoſition, I was content to mingle with the n 


to put round the glaſs in filence, and folace myſelf wi 


* own contempl. tions. 


My friend looked round him; the gueſts ſtarcd 


rack other; and if now and then a few ſyllables u. 


uttered with timidity and hefitation, there was 
ready to make any reply. All our faculties were fror 
and every minute took away fron 1 OUT CA] ACIt Y ( of | 
ſing, and diſpoſition to be pleaſed, Thus paſſed 
hours to which ſo much kappineſs was derree 
hours which g ad, by a kind of open Pp oclamation, | 
devoted to v to mirth, and to Hilatius, 

At laft hs Saks came on, aud ts neceſſity of 14 
freed us from the per ſccutions of cach other. 1 
them, as they walked along the court, murmuripg 


day of combat; and, notwithſtanding all me 


The company ſoon after began to drop in, x 


and as every attention was taken up by! 
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os of the day, and enquiring whether any man would 
av a fecond \ fit to a houſe haunted by a wit. 
" Demochares, wholc benevolence is greater than his 
denctration, having flattered his hopes with the ſecondary 
donour Which he was to gain by my ſprightlinefs and 
cance, and the afleciion with which he ſhould be fol- 
ved for a perpetual banquet of Yalery, Was not able to 
conccal his vexation and reſentment, nor would cahly 
e convinced that J had not ſacrificed his intereſt to ful- 
neſs and caprice, and audiouſly endeavourcd to diſguſt 
his gueſts, and ſupprefſed my powers of delighting in 
oſtinate and premeditated filence. am informed that 
the reproach of their ill reception is divided by the gen- 
emen of the country between us; ſome being of opt- 
ion, that mv friend is deluded by an impottor, who, 
though he has found ſome art of gaining his favour, is 
afraid to ſpeak before men of more penetration; and 
hers concluding, that I think only London the pro- 
per theatre of my abilities, and diſdain to exert my ge- 
nius for the praiſe of ruſtics. 
believe, Mir. Rambler, that it has ſometimes hap= 
pened to others who have the good or ill fortune to be 
celebrated for wits, to fall under the ſame centures u 
LLC Ike occaſions. | nope therefore th WW COU V 1 put 
vent any miſrepreſentations of ſuch failures, by remark =- 
nz, that invention is not wholly at the command of its 
poiſcffor; that the power of pleaſing is very often ob- 
ſtructed by the dehire ; that all expectation lellens tus 
Prize, yet {ome ſurprize IS 1 eccflary to galety and that 
thole who deſire to partake of the plcature of wit mult 
contribute to its production, ſince the mind ftagnates 
without external ventilation, and that efferveſcence of 
the fancy which Rathes into tran{port can be railed only 
„ the infuſion of diſlimilar ideas. 
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Ipſa quoque aſſidua labuntur tempora matu 
Non ſecus ac lumen: 
Nec levis h 


gerurque 


Urs 


Wich copſtant motion as the moments 
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SATURDAY, 


Ora bote (1 : 


urgetque priorem, 
Tenn pora hc fugiunt pariter, pariterque ſeq 


8 


Behold in running "ay the rolling tude ! 
For 1 ne Can lte "11 by art, ar It. 05 by pO Ty 
The flowing ocean, or the tleeting hour : 


Put wave by wave purſu'd, arrives on ſhore, 
And cach unpell'd behind impells 


So t 


So minutes follow, .and ſo minutes Hy. 


I, 


Seneca, is a voyage, in the progre 
0 of which we are perpetu: ally changing our ſcen; 
we firſt leave childhood behind us, then youth, thin 


favs 8 


before: 
time on time revolving wee deſcry; ; 


muntut. 


glide, 


neque cuun conpſtere ume: 


MARCH 9, 1751. 


ily 


ſed ut unda impellitur unda, 
prior veniente, 


0 [ 


o 
* 4 


© the vears of ripencd m anhood, then the better and m 
« plcaſant part of old ave. 


having incited in me a train of refleétions on the ſtate! 
the inceſſant fluctuation of his withes, 
"ity ge of his di {pofition to all extt 


man, 


The peruſal of this pull 


the 
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thouglitleſfnels with which he floats along the ſtreat 


time, 


bour, 


the 


whiſtle of winds, and the dath of waters, 


Ivy 


aſtoniſhment for a 


but ſoon recoveriny myſelf fo far as to enquire whie! 


Celle going 
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that we had : read v pallec 
ſtreights of infancy, in whick multitudes had 
| ility of their vetluls, 
perverſcneſs, or negligence, of tho 
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ernal objects, and t' 
ſuak into a lumber amidſt my meditations, 
on a ſudden found my cars filled with the tumult of ; 


ſhouts of alacrity, the fhricks of alarm, 
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wit any other means of ſecurity than the care of the pi- 
yt, whom it was always in our power to choote among 
ercat numbers that offered their direction and attiftance. 

then looked round with anxious cagerneſs; and firſt 
turning my eyes behind me, ſaw a ſtream flowing through 
gowerv lands, which every one that failed along ſcemed 
0 behold with pleaſure; but no ſooner touched, than the 
current, which, though not noiſy or turbulent, was yet 
rrehftible, bore him away. Beyond theſe iſlands all was 
darkneſs, nor could any of the paflengers deſcribe the 
ore at which he firſt embarked. Be 


fore me, and cach 
other fide, was an expanſe of waters violently agitateq, 
nd covered with ſo thick a miſt, that the moſt perſpi— 
£19118 eve could ſee but a little way. It appeared to be 
full of rocks and whirlpools, for many funk uncxpect- 
edly while they were courting the vale with full fails, 
and infulting thote whom they had leit behind. So nu- 
merous, indeed, were the dangers, and ſo thick the 
darkneſs, that no caution could confer ſecurity, Yet 
Were were many who, by falſe intelligence, betrayed 
their followers into whirlpools, or by violence puthed 
thoſe whom they found in their way againſt the rocks. 

The current was invariable and jnturmountable; but 
though it was impoffible to fail againſt it, or to return to 
the place that was once paſſed, yer it was not ſo violent 
45 to allow no opportunities for dexterity or courage; 
hace, though none could retreat back from danger, yet 
they might often avoid it by oblique direction, 

It was, however, not very common to ſtcer with much 
care or prudence; for bv ſome univerſal infatuation, every 
man appeared to think himſelf ſafe, though he faw his 
conſorts every moment linking round him; and no fooner 
had the waves cloſed over them than their fate and their 
miſconduct were forgetten; the voyage was pus ſucd with 
the ſame jocund confidence: every man congratulated 
himſelf upon the ſoundneſs of his veſſel, and believed 
himſelf able to ſtem the whirlpool in which his friend 
was ſwallowed, or glide over the rocks on which he was 
dathed; nor was it often obſerved that the ſight of a 
wreck made any man change his courſe; if he turned 
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afde for a moment, he ſoon forgot the rudder, and 
himſelf again to ths di ſpoſal of chance. 

This negligence did not proceed from indifference, 
from wearineſs of their preſent condition; for not one 
thoſe who thus ruſhed upon defſtrufttion failed, her 
was ſinking, to call loudly upon lis aſociares | for tha 
he Ip which could not now be given him; and ma 
their laſt moments in cautioning others againſt the fi. 
by which they were intercepted in the midſt of their 
courſe Their benevolence was ſometimes praiſcd, but 
their admonitions were unregarced, 

The veficls in which we had embarked being cont. 
ſedly unequal tothe turbulence of the ſtream of I. 
viſibly impaired i in the courſe of the voyage; fo tl: 
paſſenger We is certain, that how long ſoever he mi 
favourable accidents, or by inceſſant vigilance, be pic- 
ſerved, he muſt fink at laſt. 

This neceility of periſhing might have bcen exp 
to ſadden the gay and intimidate the daring, at le 
keep the mel mcholy and timorous in per} etual tormen! 
and hinder the * from any enjoyment of the varie 
gratiſications which nature oftered them "4 the ſolace 
their labours; vet in effect none ſecmed lefs to ex} | 
ſteuction than thoſe to whom it was moſt 2 fs 
all had the art of concealing their danger from th. 
felves; and thoſe who knew their inability to bear: 
ſight of the terrors that embarraſſed their way, t 
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care never to look forward, but found ſo ne amuſement 


for the preſent moment, and generally ente an th . 
ſelves by playing with Hope, who was the conſtant a 
ciate of the voyage of life. 

Vet all that Hope ventured to . even to t. 
whom ſhe favoured moſt, was, not that they {1 ſho! 
eſcape, but that they ſhould fink at laſt; and with t 
promiſe every one was ſatisfied, though he laughed 
the reſt for ſeeming to beœlieve it. Hope, indeed, 
rently mocked the credulity of her companions; 
proportion as their veſſels grew leaky, ſhe redoubled | 
aſſurances of ſafetv; and none were more buſy in mz 
ing provifions for a long voyage than they wont 
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hit themſelves ſaw likely to periſh ſoon by irreparable 
d;cav. 

in the midſt of the current of life was the 8454 of 
Intemperance, a dreadtul Whirlpool, interſperted with 
mcks, of which the pointed crags were concealed under 
water, and the tops covered with herbage, on which Kaſe 
ſpread couches of repule, and with {ſhades where Plea— 
{ure warbled the ſong of invitation. Within ſight of the 
rocks all who failed on the ocean of life muſt necctfarily 
pals. Reaſon, indeed, was always at b ind to ſteer the 
paſſengers through a narrow outlet, by which they might 
eſcape 3 but very few could, by her intreaties Or re— 
monſtrances, be induced to put the rudder into her hand, 
without ſtipulating that ſhe ſhould approach ſo near unto 
the rocks of Plenſure, that they might ſolace themſelves 
with a ſhort enjoyment of that delicious revion, after 
which they always determined to purſue their courſe 
vithour any other deviation. 

Reaſon was too often prevailed upon fo far by theſe 
wromiſes, as to venture her charge within the edd of 
the gulph of Intemperance, v here, indeed, the circum - 
rolution was weak, but vet interrupted the courſe of the 
velſel, and drew it, by inſenſible rotations, towards tlie 
center. She then repented her temeritv, and with all her 
force endcavourcd to retreat; but the draught of the gulph 
was generally too ſtrong to be overcome; and the paflen— 
ger, having danced in circles with a pleaſing and giddy 
\clocity, was at laſt overwhelmed and loſt, Thoſe few 
whom Reaſon was able to extricate, generally ſuitered 
ſo many thocks upon the points which ſhot out from 
the rocks of Pleaſure, that they were unable to continue 
their courſe with the ſame ſtrength and facility as before, 
but floated along timoroufly and fechly, cndanvgercd by 
every breeze, and ſhattered by. every rue of the water, 
till they ſunk, by flow degrees, after long ſtruggles and 
innumerable expedients, always repining at their own 
folly, and warning others againſt the lirſt approach of 
the gulph of Intemperance. 

There were artiſts who profeſſed ro repair the breaches, 
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and ſtop the leaks of the veſſels which had been ſhatte 
on the rocks of Pleaſure. Many appeared to hare great 
confidence in their ſkill, and fome, indeed, were pre 
ſerved by it from finking, N had r. on!! 
ſingle blow; but I remarked that few veflcls laſted !« 
which had been much repaired, nor was it found t 


the artiſts themfelves continued afloat longer than tho 


who had leaſt of their alſiſtance. 

The only advantage which, in the voyage of life, the 
cautious had above the neglig rent, was, that they funk 
later, and more ſuddenly ; for they paſſed forward til 
they had ſometimes ſcen al! thoſe in whoſe company th 
had iſſued from the ſtreights of infancy perith in the Was, 
and at laſt were overſct by a croſs breeze, without the 
toil of reſiſtance, or the anguiſh of expectation. But 
ſuch as had often fallen againſt the rocks of Pleaſure, 
commonly ſubſided by {cniible degrees, contended 
with the encroaching waters, and harraſſed themielv; 
by labours that ſcarce Hope herfelf could flatter u. 
ſucceſs. 

As ] was looking upon the various fate of the mu! 
tude about me, I was ſuddenly alarmed with an adino- 
nition from ſome unknown POWer—* Gaze not idly upon 
© others when thou thyſelf art ſinking. Whence 1s t 
© thoughtlels tranquillity, when thou and they are ce! 
endangered?“ 1 looked; and, ſceing the gulph of 1n- 


temperance before me, ſtarted and awaked. 


No. CIII. TUESDAY, MARCH 12, 1751. 


Scire volunt fecreta domus, atque inde timeri. 
Jo Vs 
They ſearch the ſecrets of the houſe, and fo 
Are woiſIpp'd there, and fear'd tor what they know, 
DRV DEN. 


URIOSITTY is one of the permanent and certain 
characteriſtica of a vigorous intellect. Every adva 
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THE RAMBLER. 233 
into knowledge opens new proſpects, and produces 
"ew incitzments to further progress. All the attain— 
nents pollible in our preſent ftate are cvidently inade- 


auate to our capacities of enjoyment; conqueſt ſerves 
no purpote but that of kindling ambition; ditcovery 
has no effect but of raiting expectation; the gratifi— 
cation of one deſire encourages another; and after 
all our labours, ſtudies, and enquiries, we are continually 
it the ſame diſtance from the completion of our ſchemes, 
have ſtill ſome wiſh importunate to be ſatisfied, and 
ſome faculty reftlets and turbulent for want of its enjoy = 
ment. 

The deſire of knowledge, though often animated by 
extrinſic and adventitious motives, ſcems on many occa- 
ſions to Operate without ſubordination to any other prin- 
ciple; we are eager to Ice and hear, without intention of 
referring our obſervations to a farther end; we climb a 
mountain for a prolpect of the plain; we run to the 
ſtrand in a ſtorm, that we may contemplate the agitation 
of the water; we range from city to city, though we 
profeſs neither architecture no! fortification 3 we croſs 


. - 


(15 only to VIEW nature in nakedneſs, or magnificence n 
ruins; we are equally allured by nov elty of every Kind, 
by a deſart or a palace, a cataract Or a cavern, by every 
thing rude and every thing poliſhed, every thing great 
and every thing little; we do not (eg a thicket but with 
ſomèe temptation to enter it, nor remark an inſcct flying 
before us but with an inclination to purſue it. 

This patſion is, perhaps. regularly heightened in pro- 
portion as the powers of the mind are elevated and en- 
larged. Lucan therefore introduces C:elar ſpeaking with 
dignity ſuitable to the grandeur of his deſigns, and the 
extent of his capacity, when he declares to the high prieſt 
of Egypt that he has no deſire equally powerful with 
that of finding the origin of the Nile, and that he would 
quit all the projects of the civil war for a ſight of thoſe 


+ 


fountains which had been fo long concealed. And 
Homer, when he would furniſh the Sirens with a temp- 
tation, to which his hero, renowned for wiſdom, might 
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yield without diſgrace, makes them declare that ns 
ever departed from them but with increafe of kno. 
Jede. 


There is, indeed, ſcarce any 


kind of ideal acquirem: 
which may not he applied to ſome uſe, or which may 
nor, at leaſt, gratify pride with occaſional ſuperiority; 
bur whocrer toads the motions of his own mind, 
find that, npon the firſt appearance of an object, or the 
firſt ſtart of a queſtion, his inclination to a nearer view, 
or more accurate diſcuftion, precedes ail thoughts of 
profit or of competition; and that his detircs take wit 
by inſtantancous impulſe, though their flight n 
be invigorated, or their cttorts renewed by 
quent conſiderations, The gratification of curio\! 
rather frees us from uneaſineſs than confers Af 
we are more pained by ignorance than delighted by 1 
ſtruction. Curioſity is the thirſt of the ſoul ; it in flame 
and torments us, and makes us taſte every thing with 
joy, however otherwiſe inſipid, by which it may b. 
quenched, 

t is evident that the earlieſt ſcarchers after know dre 
mutt have propoſec knowledge only as their reward; 
and that ſeience, though perha Ps the nurſliag- of inter, 
was the daughter of curioity : for who can believe that 
they who firſt warched the courſe of the ftars, foretas 
the ute of their diſcoveries to the facilitation of com- 
merce, or the 


1 
*1 4 
tu! 1 


menſuration of time ? They were deliglue 
with the ſplendor of the nocturnal ſkies, thev found th! 
the lights changed their places; what they acme! 
they were anxious to underſtand, and in time traced then 
revolutions. 

There are, indeed, beings in the form of men, wil 
Aappece : | ts! TY I with thei! T ntetles tual olle Hions, 
ſeem to live without deſire of en! arm 4 r th eir con ꝛcepthms; 
before whom the world patics with our notice, ahi vi 
arc equally unmoved by nature or by art. 

his negligence is ſometimes only {bag romporary. T1 
Of 1 predominznt paflion: a lover finds ho +4 Jination 
travel any pat!“ but that which leads to the habitation 
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his miſtreſs; a trader can {are little attention to com— 
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on occurrences, when his fortune is endangered by 4 
Ferm. 

t is frequently the conſequence of a total immerſion 
in ſenſuality: corporeal pleaſures may ye indulged till 
me memory of every other kind of happineſs 1s obli- 
rated; the mind, long habituated to A lethargic and 
neſcent ſtate, is unwilling to w e to the toil of think- 
ae; and, though the may ſometimes be difturbed by 
he obtruſion of new ideas, ſhrinks back again to igno- 
rance and reſt. 

But, indeed, if we except them to whom the continual 
tak of procuring the ſupports of hfe denies all opportu- 
ities of deviation from their own narrow track, the 
number of ſuch as live without the ardour of enquiry is 
very ſmall, though many content themſelves with cheap 
muſements, and waſte their ves in re{carches of no im- 
port NCC, 

There is no ſnare more dangerous to buſy and excur- 
Ge minds than the cobwebs of petty inquiſitiveneſs, 
which entangle them in trivial emplovments and minute 
ſtudlies, and detain them in a middle ſtate between the 
tediouſnels of total inactivity and the fatigue of laborious 
efforts enchant them at once with caſe and novelty, and 
vitiate them with the luxury of learning; The nccellity 
of doing ſomething, and the fear of undertaking much, 
ſinks the lnſtorian to a gencalogiſt, the philoſopher to A 
journaliſt of the weather, and the mathcmatician to a 
conſtructer of dials. 

It is happy when thoſe who cannot content themſelves 
to be idle, nor relolve to be induſtrious, are at leaſt em- 
ployed without nury to others ; but it feldom nappens 
that we can contain ourſelves long in à neutral ſtate, or 
forbear to fink into vice, when we are no longer ſoaring 
towards virtue. 

Nugaculus was diginguiſhed in his ealier years by an 
uncommon livelineſs of imagination, quickneſs of ſaga- 
city, and extent of knowledge. When he entered jato 
life he applied himſelf with particular inquiſitiveneſs to 
examine the various motives of human actions, the cam 
plicated influence of mingled atfectious, the different! 
modi- 
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modifications of intcreſt and ambition, and the: vari 
cauſes of miſcarriage and ſucceſs, both in public and 1 
vate affairs. 

Though his friends did not diſcover to what purpose 
all theſe obſervations were collected, or how Nuva 
would much improve his virtue or his fortune by an in 
ceſſant attention to changes of countenance, burſts of in- 
conſideration, ſallies of pathon, and all the other cathe 
tics by which he uſed to trace a character, yet they co 
not deny the ſtudy of human nature to be worthy of 
wife. man; they therefore flattered his vanitv, applauded 
his diſcoveries, and liftened with ſubmifiive modeſty t 
his lectures on the uncertainty of inclination, the weak- 
nels of reſolves, and the inſtability of temper, to his ac- 
count of the various motives which agitate the mind, a1 
his ridicule of the modern dream of a rulin: r pation, 

Such was the firſt incitement of Nugaculus to a 
inſpection into the conduct of mankind, He ha; 
intereſt in view, and therefore no delign of fupplin 
tation; he had no malevolence, and therefore detc*? | 
faults without any intention to expoſe them; bur 
having once found the art of engaving his attention 10 


CIOS 
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14 


others, he had no inclination to call it back to hint, 


but has paſted his time in keeping a watchful eye. upon 
cvery riling character, and lived upon a tmall eſtate 
without any thought of encye aſing it. 

He is, by continual applic: tion, become a genera 
maſter of ſecret hiſtory, 
intrigues, private marriages, competitions, and firat!- 
gems, of half a century. 
every man's cltate, the terms upon which-cvery [pct 
thrift raiſes his money, the real and repured fortune 
every lady, the ſointure ſtipulated by every contract, a 
the expect; ions of every family from maiden aunts 


childleſs acquaintances, He can relate the economy t 


every houſe, knows how much one man's cellar is rob— 
7 > 1 
bed by his butler, and the land of another underict 


his ſteward; he can tell where the manor-houle 1s fal— 
1 

lng, though large ſums are ycarly paid for repairs; aud 
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and can give an account of the 
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THE RAMBLER. 237 
where the tenants arc felling woods without the conſent 


of the owner. 

To obtain all this intelligence he is inadvertently guilty 
of a thouſand acts of trcacherx. He fees no man's fer- 
vant without draining him of his truſt; he enters no fa- 
mile without flattering the children into diſcoveries; he 
s a perpetual ſpy upon the doors of his neighbours; and 
knows, by long experience, At Vi hatever diſtance, the 
looks of a creditor, a borrower, A lover, and a pimp. 

Nuvaculus is not ill-natured, and therefore his induſ- 
try has not hitherto been very miſchievous to others, or 
dangerous to himſelf; but fince he cannot enjoy this 
knowledge but by difcovering it, and if he had no other 
motive to loquacity, is obliged to traſſic like the chymiſts, 
and purchaſe one ſecret with another; he is every day 
more hatcd as he is more known; for he 1s conſidered 
by great numbers as one that has their fame and their 
happineſs in his power; and no man can much love him 
of whom he lives in fear. 

Thus has an intention, innocent at rſt, if not lauda- 
ble, tlie intention of regulating his On betiav Our by the 
experience ot others, by an accidental declenſion of mi- 
nutencls, betraved Nuvgaculus, not only to a fooliſh, but 
vicious waſte of a life which might have been honour- 
ably paſted in public ſervices, or domeſtic virtues. He 
has loſt his original intention, and given up his mind to 
employ ments that engrols, but do not improve It. 
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No. . SATURI AY, MARCH 16, 1751. 


Nihil ci quod credere dc fe 


Non point JuvtNAL., 


None e'er rejects hyperbolies of praiſe. 


HE apparent inſuficiency of every individual 10 his 

own happineſs or ſafety, compels us to teek from 

one another alliſtance and ſupport. The necctuty of joint 
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efforts for the execution of any great or extenſive dene 
the variety of powers diſſeminared in the ſpecies, 
the proportion between the defects and excellencics of 
diflerent perſons, den and an interchange of helps 
communication of intelligence, and by frequent recipro- 
cations of bencficence unite mankind in ſociety and friend: 
ſhip. 

If it can be imagined that there ever was a time when 
the inhabitants of any country were in a ſtate of equality, 
without diſtinction of rank, or peculiarity of poſſcflions, 
it is rcaſonable to believe that every man was then loved 
in proportion as he could contribute by his ſtrength or n 
ſkill to the ſupply of natural want S 3 there was then lit. 
tle room for pceviſſ diſlike or capricious favour: the at- 
fection admitted into the heart was rather eſteem than 
tenderneſs; and kindneſs was only purchaſed by bene- 
ſits. But when by force of policy, by wiſdom, or | 
fortune, property and ſuperiority were introduced 
eſtabliſhed, ſo that many rs nd bo bal 
the ſupport of a few, then they whole pofleſſions welle 
above their wants, naturally laid out their f. upertiu! 
upon pleaſure; and thoſe who could not gain friend] 
by neceſſary ofhces, endeavoured to promote then 
tereſt by luxurious gratiſications, and to Create nc 
which they might be courted to ſupply. 

The deſires of mankind are much more numerous than 
their attainments, and the capacity of imagination much 
larger than actual enjoyment. Nlultitudes are therctore 
unſatisfied with their allotment; and he that hopes td 
improve his condition by the favour of another, and e- 
ther finds no room for the exertion of great qualitic 
percerves himſelf excelled by his rivals, will, 3 
expadients, cndcavour to become agreeable where Ii 
not be important, and learn, by degrees, to number the 
art of pleaſing among the moſt uſeful ſtudies, and 1! 
valuable acquiſitions. 

This art, like others, is cultivated in E 
its uſefulneſs, and will always flouriſh moſt where n 
molt rewarded; for this realon we find it prachicd \ 
great aſliduity under ablo;ute governments, Where ho- 
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THE RAMBLERs 239 
ours and riches Arc in the hands of one man, whom all 
endeavour to propitiate, and who ſoon become ſo much 
.ccaftorned to compliance and oficiouſneſs, as not euſily to 
find, in the moſt delicate addreſs, that nos city which is 
neceſlary to procure attention. 

It is diſcovered by a very few experiments, that no 
man is much pleaſed with a companion, who does not 
encreaſc, in ſome reſpect, his fondneſs of himſelf ; and, 
therefore, he that withes rather to be led forward to proſ- 
berity by the gentle and of favour, than to force his 
way by labour and merit, muſt conhder with more Care 
how to diſplay his patron's excellcencics than his own; 
that whenever he approaches, he may lill the imagination 
with pleaſing dreams; and chale away diſguſt and wea- 
rineſs by a perpetual ſucc (ion of delightfol images. 

This may, indeed, ſometimes be effected by turning 
the attention upon advantages which are really pol cd, 
or upon proſpects hich reaſon ſpreads before hope; tor 
whoever can deſerve or require to be courted, has 
rally, either from nature or from fortunc, gifts which he 
may review with farisfac| 
artfully recalled to the contemplation, he will 
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jon, and of which, when he 15 
ſeldom be 
diſpleaſed. 
But thoſe who have once degraded their underſtanding 
he- paſſions, and who have lcarn- 
than induſtry 
mity fuf- 
Ecient to defend them againſt the conſtant recurrence of 
temptation to falſehood. He that is too deſirous to be 
loved, will ſoon learn to flatter, and when he has exhauſt- 
2d all the variations of honeſt praiſe, and can delight n9 
longer with the civility of truth, he will invent new to - 
picks of panegyrick, and bre ak out intor IPTUTES at virtues 
ind. beauties conferred by himſelk. 
The drudecries of dependance 
eravated by hopelcſinefs or Caccels, if no indulgence Was 
allowed to adulation. He that will obſtinately confine his 
patron to hear only the commendations which he deſerves, 
will ſoon be forced tO give Way co others that regale him 
with more compaſs of mufick. The greatelt human 
Vol. II. X virtus 
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virtue bears no proportion to human vanity. We alway; 
think ourſelves better than we arc, and are generally de. 
firons that others ſhould think us ſtill better than we 
think ourlſclves. To praiſe us for actions or diſpoſition 
which deſerve praiſe, is not to confer a benefit, but to pay 
a tribute. We have always pretenſions to fame, which, 
in our own hearts, we know to be diſputable, and which 
we are deſirous to ſtrengthen by a new ſuffrage ; we hare 
alwavs hopes which we ſuſpect to be fallacjous, and of 
which we cagerly ſnatch at every confirmation, 

It may, indeed, be proper to make the firſt n 
under the conduct of truth, and to ſecure credit to future 
encomiums by ſuch praiſe as may be ratified by the con- 
ſcience; but the mind once habituated to the luſciouſn 
of culogy, becomes, in a ſhort time, nice and faRidion 

and, like a vitiated palate, is inceſſantly calling for higher 
graviſic tions. 

It is ſcarcely credible to what degree diſcernment mz 
be dazzled by the miſt of pride, and wiſdom infatu; 9015 hy 
the intoxication of flattery ; or how low the genius mas 
deſcend by ſucceſſive gradations of ſervility, and how 
ſwiftly it may fall down the precipice of falſchood. N 
man can, indeud, o ver e, without indignation, on Whit 
names, both of ancient and modern times, the utm 
exuberance of praife has been lavithed, and by what 
hands it has becn beſtowed. It has never yet 


found, that the tyrant, the plunderer, the opprefior, tl 


moſt en of the hateful, the muſt prolli: vate 5 a 
profligate, have been denied any celebrations which ttc 
were willing to purchaſe, or that wickednefs and f 
have not four ind corroſpondent flatterers through all 1 
ſubordinations, except When they have been affociatuy 
with renner or poverty, and have wanted either inciun; 
tion or ability to hire a panegyriſt. 

As hors is no charac ter lo deformed as to fright aw?) 
fr mn It the prot! tutes Of Pr lie, t there 18 no de. rec Of en- 
comiaſtick veneration which pride has refuſed. I. 
emperors of Rome ſuftered themſelves to be worſhippe 
in their lives with altars and fſacrihces; and in an age 
tore enlightencd, the terms peculiar to the praiſe 
W Oli} 
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worſhip of the Supreme Being have hcen applied to 
wretches whom it was the reproach of humanity to num - 
ber among men; and whom nottung but rich 5 OF power 
hindered thoſe that read or wrote their deificatton, from 
hunting into the toils of juſtice; as diſturbers or the prace 
of nature. 

There are, indeed, manv among the poetical Hatterers, 
who muſt be reſigned ro infamy without v indication, and 
whom we muſt confeſs to have deſerted the cauſe of vir- 
tue for pay: they have committed, againſt full conviction, 
the crume of obliteratins z the diſtinctions between voud 
and evil; and inſtcad of De ng the encroachments of 
vice, have incited her progre 5 and celebrated her con- 
queſts. But there is a lower claſs of fycophants, whote 
underſtanding has not made them capable of equal guilt. 
Every man of high rank is ſurrounded with num ers, 
who have no other rule of thought or action than his 
maxims and his conduct; hom the Ee of bein, 
numbered among his acquaintance reconciles to all 11 1s 
vices, and all his abſurdities; and who catily pertuade 
themſelves to eſteem him, by whote regard they contider 
themſelves as diſtinguiſhed and exalted. 

It is dangerous for mean minds to venture themſelves 
within the ſphere of greatneſs. Stupidity 15 ſoon biindcd 
by the ſplendor of wealth, and cowardice is eaſily ferrered 
in the ſhackles of dependanc c. To ſolicit patronage is, at 
leaſt in the event, to {ct virtue wo fale. None can be 
pleaſed without praiſe, and few can be praited without 
falfch: od; few can be aftiduous without 1ecrviil ty, © and 
none can be ſervile without corruption. 
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No. CV. TUESDAY, MARCH 109, 1731. 


— Animorum 
Impulſa, et c&ca magiaque cupidine ducti. 


Vain man runs Headlong, to caprice reſign'd; 
Impell'd by paſſion, and with tolly blind. 


WAS lately conſidering, —_— other obje ts of f. 
culation, the new attempt of an uN:V T/c il rep Ti 
othce in which every man may lodge an account of 
ſuperfluities and wants, of whate ver be deſires to pur- 
chaſe or to ſell, My imaginati ion ſoon preſented to me 
the latitude to which this deſign may be extended by m- 
tegrity and induſtry, and the "adv antages which ma; 
juitly hoped from a general mart of intelligence, when 
once it's reputation {a!l be ſo eſtabliſhed, that neither re 
preach nor fraud thall be feared from it; when an app 
cation to it ſhall not be cenſured as the laſt refource 0 
deſperation, nor it's informations ſuſpected as the fortui— 
tous ſuggeſtions of men obliged not to appear ignorant. 
A place where every exuberance may be diſcharged, and 
every deficiency ſup plied, where every lawtui pail 
may find it's gratiſications, and every honeſt curioiity 
receive ee where the ſtock of a nation, pccunt- 
ary and intellectual, may be brought together; 
where al! conditions of humanity may hope to find relief, 
plcaſure , and accommodation; mu Wis cqually deſerve the 
attention of the merchant and philoſopher, of him v 
mingles in the tumult of buſineſs, and him who 0! 
lives to amuſe himſelf with the various employments 
purſuits of others. Nor will it be an uninftrueting {cho | 
to the greateſt maſters of method and diſpatch, if fuch 
multiplicity can be preſerved from embarraſſment, 
ſuch tumult from inaccuracy. 

While I was concerting this {plendi 1 project, and fi- 
ing my thoughts with it's regulation, it's convenienctes, 
its variety, and it's conſe: quences, I ſunk 3 into 
{ umber, 
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gumber; but the ſame images, though 1: CG diſtinct, ſtill 
continued to float upon my fanc y. I perceived myſelf at 
the gate of an immenſe edifice, where innumerable mut- 

tudes were paſſing without confuſion; every face on 
which [ fixed my eyes ſcemed lettled in the contempla- 
non of ſome import,. ind purpoſe, and every foot was 

aſtened by eagerneſs and cb tation. I followed the 


-ow4d without knowing whither ! hank! be drawn, and 
nes a while in the unplea! Ang Fate of an idler, where 
all other beings were buſy, giving xe WE Every moment to 
th "i vho had more importance in their 100 ks. Aſhamed 


to ſtand ignorant, and afraid to aſk 9. rt ns, at laſt I faw 
lady ſv ecping by me, whom, by the quickneſs of her 
eyes, the agility of her ſteps, and a mixture of levity and 
3 I knew to be my long-l ved proteetrets, 
Curiofity, * Great goddeſs, fad I, may thy votary be 
pe rmitted to implore thy favour * If thou haſt been my 
directreſs from the firſt dawn of reaſon, if I have fol- 
lowed thee through the maze of life with 1 variable 
fidelity, if I have turned to every new call, toy quitted 
at thy nod one pur{u:! for another, if I have never ſtop- 
ped at the invitations of fortune, nor forgot thy authort- 
ty in the bowers of plea! ure, inform me now whuthcr 
; chance ha 15 $ conduè ted me. 
« Thou art now, ' replicd the ſmiling pow! 1 in the 
preſence of Juſtice, and of Truth, whom the ather of 
gods and men has ſent down to regiſter the ns O 
and pretenſions of mankind, that the wor, | may at laſt 
reduced to order, and that none may complain here- 
after of being doomed to taſks for which they are un- 
qualified, or poſſeſling faculties for whi i they cannot 
h ua \Dicrved 
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find employment, or virtues that lan 
tor want of opportunities to exert them, of being en- 
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cumbered with ſuperfluities which they would willingly 
reſign, or of w. aſti ig away in dchre which ought tu be 
ſatistied. Juſtice 1 now to examine every man $ 
withes, and Truth is to record them; let us appr. hach, 
and obſerve the pr: refs of this zreat tranſaction. 

She then moved forward; and Truth, who knew her 


amonglt the molt faithful of her followers, beckoned her 
l - LO 


- 


- 


* 


* 


* 


— 


od Fa. ta 
th John | 
i 


15 
A 


1 4 9 


FA 


We 7 
OFT ng 


= 
Cw” 


© 


EST 


a ot 


n 2 
ED ST 4 TL 3 * 1 


8 


2 


* 
7 


WP Los. SLOTS, 
SCC US T LITE Th 5 TIES 
RT 


244 THE RAMBLIR. 


to advance, till we were placed near the ſcat of Juſtice, 
The firſt who required the afſiſtance of the office can; 
forward with a flow pace, and tumour of dignity, and, 
ſhaking a weighty purſe in his hand, demanded to bs 
regiſtered by "LI ruth, as the Mzcenas of the preſent ay 
the chief encourager of liter: ary merit, to whom me: 1 
learning and wit might apply in any exigence or diltr, 
with certainty of ſuccour. Juſtice very mildly enquire | 
whether he had calculated the expence of ſuch a declar.. 
tion? whether he had been informed what number of pe- 
titioners would ſwarm about him? whether he could Gf. 
tinguiſh idlencts and negligence from calamity, oftentativr 
from know ledge, or vivacity from wit? To theſe qucl- 
tions he ſcemed not well provided with a reply, but re 
pcated his deſire to be recorded as a patron. Juſtice tha 
offered to regiſter his propoſal on theſe conditions; that he 
ſhould never ſuffer himſelf to be flattered ; that he ſhouls 
never delay an audience when he had nothing to do; and 
that he ſhould never encourage followers without intenc- 
ing to reward them. Theſe terms were too hard to be 
accepted; For what, ſaid he, is the end of patronaze, 

© but the pleaſure of reading dedications, holding mul- 
* titudes in ſuſpence, and enjoying their hopes, thei: 
fears, and their anxiety ; flattcring them to atliduity, 
© and at laſt diſmiſhng them for impatience ?' Juſtice 
heard his confeſſion, and ordered his name to be poſtcc 
upon the gate among cheats, and robbers, and pub! 
nuances, which all were by that notice warned to avoid. 

Another required to be made known as the difcover- 
er of a new art of education, by which languages ant 
ſciences might be taught to all capacities, and all inclina- 
tions, without fear of puniſhment, pain of confinement 
loſs dk any part of the gay mien of ignorance, or any 0: 
ſtruction of the neceſlary progreſs in dreſs, dancing, d 
cards, 

Juſtice and Truth did net trouble this great adapt 
with many enquiries ; but finding his addreſs av rr. iT 
and his ſpeech barbarous, ordered him to be regiſt: 
as a tall fellow who wanted employment, and might 
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ſerve in any poſt where the knowledge of reading and 
writing Was not required, 

A man of a very grave and philoſophick aſpect requir- 

ed notice to be giv ing of his intention to ſet out, a certain 
lay on a ſubmarine voy age, and of his willingneſs to take 
n paſſengers for no more than double the price at which 
they might fail above water. His deſire was granted, and 
he retired to a convenient ſtand, in expectation of filling 
his ip, and growing rich in a ſhort time by the ſecrecy, 
ſafety, and expcdition of the paſlage. 

Another deſired to advertiſe the curious, that he had, 
fir the advancement of true knowledge, contrived an 
ptical inftrument, by which thoſe who laid out their 
induſtry on memorials of the changes of the wind, might 
obſerve the direction of the weathercocks on the hither- 
ide of the lunar world. 

Another wiſhed to be known as the author of an in- 
rention by which cities or kingdoms might be made 
warm in winter by a fingle fire, a kettle, and pipe. An- 

her had a vehicle by which a man might bid defiance to 
* and continue floating in an inundation, without 
ny inconvenience, till the water ſhould ſubſide. Juſtice 
confidered theſe projects as of no importance but to their 
authors, and therefore ſcarcely condeſcended to examine 
them; but Truth refuſed to admit them into the iner. 

Twenty different pretenders came in one hour to give 
notice of an univerſal medicine, by which all diſcaſcs 
might be cured or prevented, and Iife protracted beyond 
the age of Neſtor. Bur Juſtice informed them, that one 
vniverlſal medicine was ſufficient, and fhe would delay 
the notihcation till ſhe faw who could longeſt preſerve 
his own life. 

A thoutand other claims and offers were exhibited and 
exumined, I remarked, among this mighty multitude, 
that, of intellectual advantages, many had great exuver- 
ance, and few eonfeſſed any want; of every art there 
were a hundred profeſſors for a fingle pupil; but of other 
attuinments, ſuch as riches, honours, and preferments 
found none that had too much, but thouſands mw ten 
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thouſands that thought themſelves intitled to a lars; 
dividend. 0 : 

It often happened, that old riſers, and women, mar 
ricd at the cloſe of life, advertiſed their want of children: 
nor was it uncommon for thoſe who had a numerous ccf. 
ſpring, to give notice of a ſon or daughter to be ſpared, 
but thongh appearances promiſed well on both fides, the 
bargain ſeldom ſucceeded; for they ſoon loſt their incling. 
tion to adopted children, and proclaimed their imntentior 
to promote ſome ſcheme of publick charity: a thouſand 
propofals were immediately made, among which they 
heſitated till death precluded the deciſion. : 

As I froud looking on this ſcene of confuſion, Truth 
condeſcended to ak me, what was my buſmeſs at her cf. 
fice? I was ſtruck with the unexpected queſtion, and 
awaked by my efforts to anſwer it. 


END OF THE SECOND VOLUME, 
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